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Hizbollah claims attack 
on Israeli patrol 

MARJAYOUN (AP) _ Ldxmc*. . . 

roadside bomb on Tuesday a* an Israeli n -,ir a 

'■£ i-iflg m southern Lebanon. Lebanese securm- Si ^ 

{ $fizboUuh claimed responsibility fonS w S sa J^ 
•7 'caused "several casuSwes.- C ^ *“ d 11 

I Comment on the incident 
1 #oQed device went off at about 6 p m < 1 Sm 25R 

officials said. They spoke on cusionrnr, cmffifaTrf 
monymii}'. tas about s« fcilomctivs of 

Maqayoun, the main town in Israel's sdf-style™^ 
,yzone in southern Lebanon. Hubollah hi bcnwSta 
iog to oust Israel s 1,500 soldiers and focfrnSS aUies 
from the zone, which Israel set up in 1985 to try mstedd 
its northern towns against guerrilla incursions. 
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Explosion in West Bank village, 
reports of casualties 

AZAWIYA, West Bank (API — -An explosion went off 
Tuesday in an open field in the West Bank, seriously injur* 
ing a young Palestinian man villager; said was harvesting 
olives. The cause of the explosion was not immediately 
known. The Lsrael army said two Palestinians were injured 
in the bUst it believes was caused by an “ explosive device,* | 
ooe of ihr injured may have been playing with. The army j 
did nut .speedy what type of explosive ii nuy have been. The j 
army said they were* investigating the incident. The blast j 
occurred in the village of Azawiya, 25 kilometres southwest i 
of die West Bank town of Nablus. Doctors ai tite local has- i 
pita! in Nablas. a few kilometres away, said a young mare ! 
who was not immediately identified was in critical condi- j 
tion from the blast and was not expected to live tl trough the i 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hissan, tte Regent, has warned 
that the region cannot afford a 
new outbreak of military con- 
frontation, recalling the tragic 

consequences of the inm-lraq 
war 

We saw the tragic confronta- 
tion between Iraq and Iran, an 
Arab and a non-Arab Muslim 
country, and 1 think that we 
have to learn from the lessons 
of the immediate past.” Prince 
Hassan said in an interview 
frith the Turkish newspaper, 
MHliyet 

■Wfe cannot afford to stand by 
and watch a new outbreak of 
violence," the Crown Prince 
said in the inserview which will 

be published today. 

Prince Hassan pointed to the 
many areas of tension in the 
region which include the crisis 
in Kosovo, the Turkish -Greek 
tension, the Syrian-Turidsh ten- 
sion, the PaJestinum-Israeii ten- 
don and the tension in the Horn 
of Africa, saying that “clearly 
none of us in the region can 
afford a divergence" from the 
Rilesrinian issue which is the 
top priority. 

“As far as we are concerned, 
this (die Palestinian) issue is at 
the top of the agenda,' 1 said the 
Crown Prince. 

Responding to a question. 
Prince Hassan said that the ten- 
sion between Syria and Turkey 
a more of a chronic crisis and 


afford military 
Regent warns 


that it was not one went thai lus 
led to it. 

"Ol course, when I refer to 
the crisis in terms of chronic. (I 
mean) there Ls a chronic pni>- 
lem in the region (over) Issues 
like water and tnins- boundary' 
arrangements." Prince H assan 

said. 

The Crown Prince unted the 
development of a concept for 
water sharing agreements 
between all riparian countries, 
Turkey, Iraq, Syria and for that 
ma tte r . Lebanon, Jordan, the 

Palestinian territories, which 
are riparian to the Jordan and 
Yarmouk rivers, noting that “we 
have a situation where Syria is a 
lower riparian, we are lower 
riparian to Syria.*’ 

This, said the Crown Prince, 
can only be a achieved by the 
reduction of the tension current- 
ly existing between Syria and 
Turkey. 

Prince Hassan reiterated Jor- 
dan's appreciation of and sup- 
port for the Egyptian demarche 
and the Iranian efforts to find a 
peaceful resolution to the Syri- 
an-Turidsh crisis. 

The Crown Prince said in 
response to a question that Jor- 
dan has not been asked by Syria 
to be involved in efforts to 
defuse the tension, saying that 
“'any contribution that we make 
has to be with the approval, if 
not the blessing, of the two 
countries." 

ftince Hassan said in 


response to the question thai it 
would be wrong to turn the 
Turidsh-Syrian tension into ;ui 
Aiiib-Turkish crisis, saying 
’“that we need Turkey as a 
responsible, stthie and proac- 
tive country in this region." 

Tlte Crown Prince stressed 
that the symptoms of instability 
has to be addressed, saying that 
‘if we are to work seriously to 
1 prevent the balkanisation of our 
Near East region, then we have 
u> emphasise chat issues of sov- 
ereignty should be taken seri- 
ously and directly between sov- 
ereign countries.” 

Prince Hassan said Jordan 
realises (be great hum; in and 
material losses that Ttirkey has 
suffered as a result of the Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) oper- 
ations and bombings which 
have hit major civilian concen- 
trations including Istanbul. 

“'Our position on terrorism is 
dean We condemn terrorism 
and we condemn acts of vio- 
lence of this nature,*’ whose vic- 
tims are Turkish Muslims as 
President (Suleiman) Demirel 
said. Prince Hassan added. 

On the subject uf die presence 
of PKK dements in Syria, 
Prince Hassan said this issue 
has to be resolved by a clear 
step in which the international 
community can recognise thar 
these elements have left Syrian 
soil, expressing hope that the 
firm position taken by Turkey 
can also give a dear signal that 


diere is a scvipe for problem n>- 
duiion if the issue of violence U 
addressed coiKlusively. 

Prince Hassan said in 
response to a question thai in 
terms of statesmanship, “we 
think dca Turkish President 
Demirel knows very well die 
delicuie equililvium required 
fur maintaining siability in this 
region. We watched with inter- 
est for many y ear* Turkish sup- 
port for die Palestinian question 
which is as far ;ls we arc con- 
cerned at the lop of the agendo.” 

The Crown Prince said in 
response to a question tliar die 
region and Syria cannot afford 
to support secession of ethnic 
minorities. 

He said in relation to the 
agreement retched between 
Masoud Bara/ani and Jalal Tul- 
abuni in the United Stales 
which referred to a federative 
formula that such a formula in 
terms of the states of the llniled 
States is one thing because it is 
comprehensive, it is nut edinic... 
but to say to Ttirkey which 
recognises the Kurdish lan- 
guage and the Arabic language 
that it has to take a step further 
(is another). 

Prince Hassan referred in thai 
regard to the Iraqi position on 
its national integrity, which, lie 
said, Jordan supports, stressing 
dial “there has to be some kind 
of a contract agreed to between 
these diflercm groupings within 
the statehood and sovereignty." 


Israel says no deal with Palestinians after shooting 

Netanyahu visits today 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyarain 
Netanyahu said on Tuesday that 
there was no chance of a peace 
accord with the Palestinians fbl- 
kiwing the killing of an Israeli in 
an anadc near Jerusalem. 

‘There will be no agreement 
unless the Palestinians fulfil all 
of their security commitments 
and, in light of this depressing 
picture, there is no chance of an 
agreement being signed at this 
lime,” a statement from the 
prime minister's office quoted 
him as saying. 

However. Netanyahu did not 
cast doubt on his participation at 
a summit starting on Thursday 
in Washington with Palestinian 


President Yasser Arafat and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

Netanyahu condemned the 
attack in which an Orthodox 
Jew was shot dead and another 
seriously wounded while they 
were bathing nude as part of a 
religious cleansing ritual in a 
spring west of Jerusalem. 

Israeli police said the attack- 
ers were two Palestinians who 
fled to the West Bank in the vic- 
tims* car. 

“This is a criminal act which 
proves that terrorism acts indis- 
criminately. and that its single 
goal is to murder Israelis and 
Jews — simply because they 
are Israelis and Jews," 
Netanyahu said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Israeli Prime Minister Bcnyumin Netanyahu 
and Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon will arrive in Amman early 
today to meet with His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Prime Minister Fayez Tarawnch and senior officials 
the Royal Court announced late Tuesday. Government sources 
said Palestinian President Yasser Arafat had asked Jordan to Inter- 
vene on behalf of the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) with 
tbe Israeli leadership ahead of the Wye Plantation Summit sched- 
uled for Oct. 15 near the Ui». state of Maryland. 

The U.S. summit will bring Arafat, Netanyahu and U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton together to try to anivc at an agreement on 
Washington's proposals fur a three-phased Israeli handover of a 
further 13 per cent of the West Bank. Arafat was in Amman 
Monday lor talks with the Regent on coordinating stands and 
efforts between Jordan and the PNA to easure the success of the 
summit 


‘Jordan is model of religious co-existence’ 


By Francesca Cuiad 


AMMAN — Jordan is a country where 
different faiths peacefully co-exist and 
cooperate, and the Maronite church is one 
of nine Jordanian Christian denominations 
recognised by a 195S Royal Decree, the 
government said yesterday. 

information Minister Nasser Judeh 
pointed out at a regular press briefing thai 
religious freedom, upheld by the Constitu- 
tion, is a reality in Jordan, a country where 
“both the rail to prayer can be beard five 
times a day and church bells ring out every 
Sunday." 

The minister's remarks came two days 
after three Muslim Brotherhood leaders 
said they were opposed to recent plans to 
■tfliG hald a Maronite parish in the capital. 

Pf™ "Anybody can express his/her views, 
Judeh said. 

“But if three personalities voice their 
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own personal views, such a thing does not 
constitute ‘a controversy',’’ he said refer- 
ring to a headline in this newspaper on 
Tuesday. 

Former Deputies Ibrahim Zcid Keilani, 
Mohammad Abu Faris, and Hammam 
Sa’id on Oct 10 sent a letter to the nuiyor of 
Amman and all municipality council mem- 
bers raging rhem “not tu surrender Jto the 
Maronite community] the Islamic land 
with which you were entrusted .*' 

Plans for the establishment of a Maronite 
parish were reported by the media last 
week, coinciding with a conference of 
heads of Catholic churches in the Middle 
East currently being held in Fuhcis, west of 
Amman. 

The call by the three Islamist leaders was 
not officially backed by either the Muslim 
Brotherhood or its political arm, the Islam- 
ic Action Front 

Dismissing an argument of the three for- 


mer deputies that "there arc no Moronites 
in Jordan,” Judeh pointed out Uiai “infor- 
mation suggests that there are more than 
1,000 Maronites in Jordan." 

The Maronite Patriarch of Antioch and 
all the East Nusrallah Sfeir, told the JonJan 
Times in an interview earlier this week that 
there are around 150 Maronite families in 
the counny. A Maronite priest in Amman, 
Father George Shihan, placed the sire of 
the Maronite community at around 1 ,500. 

Judeh also stressed the long history of the 
Jordanian Maronite community, "which 
ranked sixth in the list of nine churches 
recognised by a Royal Decree published in 
the Official Gazette on July 8, 1 958," 

Judeh stressed that “there is no difference 
between Jordanians in rights and duties. 

“Under the Hashemite rule, this country 
has led and is leading inter-faith dialogue to 
bring the various views closer," he con- 
cluded. 



THEIR MAJESTIES King Hussein and Queen Noor Tuesday receive Senate Speaker Zeid Rifai. House Speaker 
Su'd Have! Snour and President of the Higher Judicial Council Tahcr Hikmat at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Min- 
nesota w here the King has just completed the fourth of six sessions of chemotherapy. King Hussein assured his vis- 
itors of his good health and discussed with them issues of concern to the country and people. The Parliament speak- 
ers and Hikmat wished the King a speedy recovery and safe return home. King Hussein conveyed his greetings to 
the members of the Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament as well as members of the Higher Judicial Council. His 
Royal Highness Prince Hamzeh attended the meeting. 

Commission suspends trading 
in Cement Factory shares 


By Ghadeer Taher 

AMMAN — The Securities Commis- 
sion Tuesday decided to suspend trad- 
ing of the Jordan Cement Factories 
Company (JCFC) shares at the 
Amman Financial Market (AFM) in 
preparation for selling a major stake 
of the government’s share in the stace- 
ow-ned enterprise. 

In a .statement carried by the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, the decision will 
take effect as of today in line with the 
regulations of listing of company 
shares at the AFM, and at the request 
of the company's board of directors. 

The JCFC, which recorded JD11.9 
million net profit in 1997, is among 
the major firms the government plans 
to privatise and is seen as a test case 
tor Jordan's programme to open up its 
economy to foreign investment. 

The suspension is aimed at “easing 
the sale procedure with maximum 
transparency until the suitable deci- 
sion is made regarding amendments to 


the concession agreement and regard- 
ing the conclusion of the sale of the 
government's stake in the company.” 
said the statement. 

The government owns 49.3 per cent 
of the country’s sole cement producer, 
which enjoys a monopoly until 200 1 . 

The decision to suspend trading was 
taken at a meeting Tuesday of the 
Higher Comminee~ for Privatisation, 
headed by Pri me M i nister Fayez 
Tarawneh. 

The Egyptian Investment Bank EFG 
Hermes, which is acting as the finan- 
cial advisor to the sale, made its rec- 
ommendations and available options 
to the government. 

The statement did not specify the 
recommendations of the advisor, 
although it specifically mentioned that 
company employees will have ihe 
opportunity to purchase pan of the 
shares at a discount to the sale price. 

On Tuesday, the company’s shares 
traded at JD 1 .80. 

The decision to suspend trading was 


taken upon request from the Cement 
firm's Chairman of the Board of 
Directors Hamdi Tabaa. who has been 
a strong opponent of bringing in a 
strategic partner, and has favoured 
selling off the government’s share to 
local or Arab investors. 

Finance Minister Michel Marto. 
head of the Prime Ministry's Execu- 
live Privatisation Unit Adel Qudah. 
Jordan Investment Corporation Direc- 
tor Mohammed Batayneh. :ind Tabaa 
comprise the committee that will 
negotiate with potential bidders. 

Informed sources said the govern- 
ment has received several offer.-, 
through the financial advisor, none of 
which required control of the board of 
directors of the company, or veto 
power over its decision* — a major 
concern voiced by parliamentarians 
opposed to strategic partnerships. 

The new committee will evaluate the 
offers and make its recotimiend^iioris 
to the Cabinet, sources said. 


‘Parliament might meet mid-November 5 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — Parliament 
could convene briefly in 
mid-November in accor- 
dance with the Constitu- 
tion. which calls for such a 
meeting in case the King 
remains outside the coun- 
try for more than four 
months, officials said on 
Tuesday. 

One official, however, 
pointed out that if such a 
meeting is warranted, it 
will be a mere formality', 
since the spirit of the con- 
stitutional article in ques- 
tion, Article 28. is meant to 
address a hypothetical situ- 
ation in which the reasons 
for the Monarch’s absence 
were not known. 

“The meeting will be just 


a formality as His Majesty 
King Hussein is currently 
abroad to receive medical 
treatment and the reason 
for his absence is known,” 
the official told the Jordan 
Times yesterday. 

Article 28 li; of the Con- 
stitution reads: "If the 
King’s absence extends for 
more than four months and 
the National Assembly is 
not in session, the assem- 
bly shall be summoned 
immediately to consider 
the matter.” 

If held, the meeting is 
only expected to last for a 
few hours and will reflect 
the keenness of all Jordan- 
ian institutions to fully 
implement the spirit and 
the letter of the Constitu- 
tion. 


However, Information 
Minister Nasser Judeh on 
Tuesday stressed that it 
was still too early to talk 
about the parliamentary 
meeting. 

"We will cross the bridge 
when we reach it," Judeh 
said. 

J n the case of such a 
meeting. Parliament would 
issue a statement wishing 
His Majesty a speedy 
recovery and reiterating 
the people’s wish to wel- 
come the King back home 
safe and sound. 

King Hussein, who left 
for the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota, on 
July 14, has completed the 
fourth of six rounds of 
chemotherapy to treat lym- 
phatic cancer. 


Doctors as well us offi- 
cials have said the King is 
responding perfectly well 
to the treatment, which is 
administered in four-day 
cycles every three weeks. 

AI Dustour daily quoted 
Jordan “.•» Ambassador to 
the U.S. Marwan Muasher 
on Tuesday as saying that 
the King was expected to 
retun) ’ to Amman “in the 
last week of November 
after completing the sixth 
stage of treatment.” 

“All indications so far are 
very encouraging," Muash- 
er said, adding that the 
King is currently conva- 
lescing before starring the 
fifth round of chemothera- 
py and is in constant touch 
with developments in Jor- 
dan. 




r- 

r ">*?•; 

, ,^V 

l- 

■ • .1 

. /: • / 
r'. 

v/. 


Fastlink expects out of court settlement with government 



By Alia A. Toukan 

and Ghadeer Taher 

AMMAN — Fastlink is 
optimistic it will reach an 
out of court settlement 
with the Ministry of 
Telecommunications 
ahead of an expected 
court ruling on the mobile 
company's lawsuit 
against the government 
over an alleged breach of 
contract. 

Fas tlink Chief Execu- 


tive Officer David 
Bosworth said recent 
talks held with the new 
government of Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
were "very encouraging." 

"There is a true intent 
by the Ministry of 

Telecommunications to 
resolve the issue before 
the ruling on the lawsuit," 
Bosworth told the Jordan 
Times. The case, filed on 

December 1 5. is now 

before the High Court of 


Justice and the court is 
expected to issue its ver- 
dict on October 28. 

The government, how- 
ever, citing that negotia- 
tions with the company 
were still under way, 
declined to comment. 

But according to indus- 
try sources, Jordan wants 
to put the dispute with 
Fastlink, and its American 
partner, telecommunica- 
tions giant Motorola, 
behind it as it is keen to 


fend off accusations that 
it is nor serious about its 
privatisation programme, 
and to regain credibility 
with international 

investors. 

Fastlink and the previ- 
ous government of former 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Mujali had been 
locked in negotiations 
since the lawsuit was 
filed. 

Fastlink, which current- 
ly has over 60,000 sub- 


scribers, had protested 
against both the timing 
and the manner in which 
the government granted 
the JTC a mobile phone 
network licence. 

The company alleges 
the government violated 
the agreement with the 
firm when ir made a deci- 
sion last October to gram 
a second mobile service 
licence to the JTC before 
the end of Fastlink's 
November 1, 1998 exclu- 


sivity period, and without 
issuing a tender. 

But according to offi- 
cials, the government 
plans to issue the second 
GSM licence after Nov. 1, 
which should resolve a 
major point of contention. 

Bosworth. however, 
said that none of the con- 
ditions set by Fastlink 
have yet been met by the 
government. But he said 
that “as long as the 
integrity of the licence is 


respected” he is sure the 
dispute will be resolved. 

Fastlink insists on 
retaining certain advan- 
tages over the next mobile 
service provider because 
of its heavy investment in 
setring up the company. 

But the government 
says that Fastlink has 
already gai ned a head 
start with its four-year 
exclusivity period. 

As part of a settlement, 
negotiations between 


Fasrlink and the govern- 
ment have also included 
discussions on a possible 
reduction in interconnect 
fees, and an increase in 
frequency allocations. 
Bosworth said. 

Also, Fastlink, which 
has a 20 per cent revenue 
sharing agreement with 
the government, is insist- 
ing that the next licensee 
be subjected to the same 
conditions. 



Arafat asked to speak, school 
insists on inviting Netanyahu 


COLUMBUS CAP) — An 
Arab student group at Ohio 
State University withdrew its 
invitation to Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat to speak on 
the campus because the 
school insisted Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu be invited as well. 

Both men are in Washington 
this week preparing to finalise 
an agreement on further 
Israeli troop pullouts in the 
West Bank. 

Malcolm Baroway, die 
school's chief spokesman, 
said Monday the conditions 
were made in the interest of 


Armed guard 
for Israeli MK 
threatened 
by extremists 


TEL AVIV CAP) — For the 
first time ever, the Israeli par- 
liament on Tuesday began 
providing a bodyguard for one 
of its members, a left-wing 
lawmaker who received right- 
wing threats and Had his car 
torched 

Ran Cohen's car was set era 
fire after he sponsored a law 
— which parliament subse- 
quently passed — to remove 
the grave of slain gunman 
Baruch Goldstein from a West 
Bank settlement. 

Right-wing admirers have 
made his grave at the settle- 
ment of Kiryat Arte into a 
shrine and a place of pil grim - 
age. 

* Cohen's law obliges the 
army to remove the body and 
rebury it in a less conspicuous 
place, but court challenges 
delayed Its implementation. 

Cohen, from the leftist 
Meretz Party, said in die past 
two years he has received 
many threats from the 
extreme right. 

Slogans were painted on the 
walls of his bouse, leaflets 
were distributed in the street 


balance. 

“This was a unique situation 
that developed with two wodd 
leaders in the country at die 
same time.” Baroway said 

Ohio State's Arab Student 
Association, however, said the 
decision showed a double 
standard 

“This was to be a historical 
event of international propor- 
tions,” said Jad A. Humeidan. 
president of the group. 

“This attempt at reaching a 
balance seems to be only 
applicable when die speaker is 
a Pales tinian figure.” He said 
the students in his group woe 


not opposed to an invitation 
going to the Israeli prime min- 
ister. “I’d love to hear him 
speak.” Humeidan said *1 
have a few questions for him 
myself.” 

“But I'm opposed to that 
being made a condition of 
Arafat's invitation." 

Nasser Kidwa. permanent 
observer of Palestine to die 
United Nations, told- The 
Columbus Dispatch on Mon- 
day that his office had been 
prepared to recommend to 
Arafat that he accept the invi- 
tation from Ohio State. 

“Normally, our recommen- 


dations are not taken lightly.' 1 
Kidwa said 

Arafat’s New York office 
would require a. letter from the 
university indicating its sup- 
port for the appearance. 

Baroway said the university 
was prepared to send a pair of 
invitations: one to Arafat on 
behalf of the Arab student 
group, the International Law 
Society and the Muslim Stu- 
dent Association, and the 
other to Netanyahu on behalf 
of the Hdlel Foundation and 
the Columbus Sdbotteostein 
Chabad House, both Jewish 
organisations. 


Hard-liners, moderates clash 


as Iran campaign opens 


TEHRAN (R) — Hard-linens 
scuffled with moderate Tehran 
University students on Tuesday 
as Iran grated up for a brief but 
contentious electoral campaign. 

Several dozen hardline 
activists clashed with about 40 
students attending a speech by 
reformist Vice President Abdul- 
lah Noun, witnesses said. 

They said Noun managed to 
drive away from die scene 
unhurt but one of his supporters 
was badly beaten by the hard- 
liners. 

Police, providing security for 
another rally nearby, did not 
intervene in the fighting, which 
took place inside the gates of 
Tehran University, the witness- 
es said. 

The dash conies just 10 days 
before nationwide voting to fill 


the 86 seats in the Assembly of 
Experts, which has the power 
to appoint and dismiss Iran's 
supreme leaden 

The run-up to die Oct 23 
polls has raised tensions 
between rival factions, with 
Islamist leftists and moderates 
grouped around President 
Mohammad Khatami incensed 
by what they say are conserva- 
tives’ moves to bar their candi- 
dates. 

Under Iran's constitution, all 
candidates fix die assembly 
must be screened by die 
Guardian Council a body of 
Shiite Muslim clerics and 
jurists dominated by conserva- 
tives. The- council has repeated- 
ly denied favouring fellow con- 
servatives. 


Press reports said the council 


had struck all but 20 leftists 
from the final list of 154 candi- 
dates. In protest, Iran's leading 
leftist clerical grouping has 
declined to field a slate of its 
own but stopped shot of an 
outright boycott. 

Several leading religious fig- 
ures from the reformist camp, 
most prominently Ayatollah 
Talal F/trtin Taberi of Isfahan, 
have withdrawn their candida- 
cy in protest at the council's rul- 
ing. 

Taheri is the only trig-city Fri- 
day prayer leader to support 
president Khatami's reforms. 

The pro-Khatami Salam 
newspaper said on Tuesday that 
Ayatollah Sadeq K halkhaR, 
once in charge of meting out 
revolutionary justice, had also 
quit the race in protest 


Israeli attorney general demands 
official be punished for leaks 


TEL AVIV (AFP) Israel's 
attorney general has demanded 
that a deputy minister be haired 
from sensitive security meetings 
because he leaked classified 
information concerning the 
assassination of former Prime 


out of future meetings of the 
ministerial committee cm securi- 
ty. they said. 

Rubinstein said Eitan broke 
the law when be leaked minutes 
from a ministerial discussion of 
the activities erf a secret service 


made available to the press. 

“A public official has legiti- 
mate ways to express his opin- 
ion, but leaking secret minutes is 
not one of them,” Rubinstein 
wrote. 

Eitan, who bolds no portfolio. 


LEBANESE SOLDIER IN DEMINING OPERATION: A Lebanese soldier dears up a 
minefield Tuesday on the former Soak A1 Gbarb battkfront in Mount Lebanon. Eight 
years after the end of the dvQ war. the army is still engaged in the task of clearing sus- 
pected minefields in varioas former warzones. Efforts to dear minefields are still short of 
giving quick results as the Lebanese army, which solely handles dealing mines, lacks pre- 
cise maps and stSD depends on traditional methods (Reuters photo) 


‘Rebels 
cut four 
people’s 
throats in 
Algeria’ 


ALGIERS (R) — Suspected 
rebels slit the throats of four 
people in western Algeria as 
troops intensified a three- 
day-long offensive against 
an important Islamist strong- 
bold. local newspapers 
reported on Tuesday. 

Le Quotidien d'Oran daily 
did not say who committed 
the attack on Sunday at a 
fake roadblock near Redjem 
Demouche village in Sid 
Bel Abess province, 340 
kilometres west of Algiers. 

However the government 
and local media have 
blamed similar attacks on 
Islamists engaged in a six- 
year-old brutal struggle with 
the army-led authorities. 

El Waran newspaper said 
troops, backed by helicopter 
gunships and bulldozers 
blasted a base belonging to 
Algeria’s most radical 
Aimed Islamic Group (GIA) 
at Sidi Ali Bounab forest in 
Tizi Ouzou region, 90 kilo- 
metres east of Algiers, fora 
third day on Monday. 

Six more helicopters 
joined in the onslaught to 
bring the number of gun- 
ships to 15 in making sever- 
al sorties from Algeria’s 
main Reghaia air base, near 
Algiers and strafing the 
rebels hideout, it said. 

“Army bull dozen 

knocked down trees to clear 
the way for troops into the 
thick forest to try. and flush 
out GIA members,” El 
Watan added. 


Pressure in Morocco for more 


details on human rights abuses 
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RABAT (AFP) — Official 
confirmation in Morocco 


Ir also officially 
announced the release of 


It called for an official 
statement with details of 


Abdul Rahim Yousnfi 
demanded the creation of 


where be lives and eggs were 
thrown at him as be addressed 
public gatherings. 

A retired colonel flora tbe 
paratroopers. Coben called it 
“very irksome'** that he need- 
ed such protection. 


Minister Yitzhak Rabin, offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

Attorney General Ehyakim 
Rubinstein wrote last week to 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu asking that Deputy 
Minister Michael Eitan be kept 


inf ormer linked to Rabin's 
assassin. 

“There must be a price to pay 
for irresponsibility, otherwise 
there is no knowing where we 
might end up,” Rubinstein said 
in foe letter; a copy of which was 


used foe leaked minutes to 
accuse Us gov ernment of hiding 
facts about the role of Avishai 
Raviv, a far-right activist who 
worked as an informer for the 
Shin Bet secret service, in the 
' Rabin assassination. 


Arson adds to forest fires ravaging Israel 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Fires ravaged, 
forests and brushlands in north and 
central Israel for a third day Tuesday 
as police hunted for arsonists respon- 
sible for setting a number of the 
blazes. 

Around 40 homes were damaged 
and hundreds of hectares of forest 
have been destroyed since the first 
fires broke out early Sunday around 
the northern port city of Haifa. 

No fatalities or serious injuries were 
reported. 

The fires, mostly blamed on careless 


picnickers, spread quickly due to dry 
end-of-summer conditions which 
have been worsened by a beat wave 
over Israel since last week. 

Tuesday fires were still burning near 
the Arab Israeli town of Ura A1 Fahem 
in central Israel and in the northern 
Galilee region south and east of Haifa, 
police said. 

Police arrested six Arab youths for 
allegedly setting the fires near Um A1 
Fahem to protest against the array’s 
seizure of land from the town and 
police brutality during protests over 


the confiscation at the end of Septem- 
ber. 

Firefighters were also still battling a 
blaze which on Monday burned 15 
homes in the artists' colony of Ein 
Hod south of Haifa. 

The blaze was fanned by strong 
winds and police were required to 
close the main highway running from 
Tel Aviv to Haifa, the country’s third 
largest city. 

Sunday thousands of residents of 
outlying districts of Haifa were forced 
to flee their homes by fires. 


of the deaths of 56 govern- 
ment opponents who “dis- 
appeared" over a 20-year 
period led to demands 
Tuesday for details on their 
deaths and who were 
responsible for them. 

Newspapers said that rel- 
atives of the dead and the 
public needed to know 
more about the killings, 
revealed Monday by a 
royal commission on 
human rights. 

Without further revela- 
tions the commission 
would fail to create a new 
climate of openness on 
rights issues jn Morocco, 
they wamed. 

The commission con- 
firmed Monday that out of 
112 cases of disappear- 
ances between 1960 and 
1980, 56 people were 
dead. 


28 pol itical prisoners, 
mostly Islamists. 

Morocco's Justice Minis- 
ter Omar Azziman stressed 
Tuesday that the country 
was committed to progress 
on human rights issues. In 
a speech in Madrid he said 
rights in Morocco had “left 
the world of shadows.” 

“Forgetting is not possi- 
ble. The rest is to debate,” 
said headlines in the week- 
ly Le Journal. 

It added that “nowhere in 
the world had the act of 
forgetting allowed society 
a true reconciliation.” 

The weekly. whose 
increasing boldness has 
indicated a new spirit of 
openness in Morocco, laid 
out a set of conditions 
needed to be met if the 
country was to progress 
from the “dark years.” 


the rights violations and 
the names and positions of 
those responsible. 

In addition, the govern- 
ment should make an offer 
of reconciliation to the 
Moroccan people and issue 
an “official recognition of 
the wrongs committed by 
the state which, if not 
organised, at the very least 
allowed these violations to 
occur.” 

The brother of a trade 
unionist who was among 
the “disappeared” told Le 
Journal that many Moroc- 
cans were “still living in 
fear of authority.” 

The official human rights 
committee announced the 
appointment Tuesday of a 
follow-up committee to 
review existing cases over 
the next six months. 

Socialist Prime Minister 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 4773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 "The Adventures of 
Teddy Ruxpin” 

15:30 Children's Programme 
— Halfway to Cross the 
Galaxy and Turn Left 
16:00 ..French Documentary 

16:30 Master of the Naze 

17:00 Doc. — Ushuaia 

18:15 Wind at My Back (Ep.S) 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — E=M6 

19U0 News headlines 

19:35 ...Comedy — Keeping 
Mum 

20:00 Doc. — Envoy Special 
Magazine 

21:10 — Great Moments of 
Science and Technology 

21:30 Faces and Places 

20:30 KungFu 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Chicago Hope (Ep. 13) 

23:59 Drama -Bugs 

01:00 End of T.X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:17 Fajr 

05:34 1 Sunrise )Duha 

11:22 Dhuhr 

14:37 ‘Asr 

17:10 Maghreb 

18:27 *Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 

Sweifiefa, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 



St Joseph Church TeL 
4624590 

Tferra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-sp eaking F. vangriiral 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of die Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
BehTH. 5920146 
The Umate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

Tbe Enghsh-Langnage 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church IfeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The. Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Rullptin wnnlipii hv rh p 


Department of Meteorology 
It will be hot with tempera- 
tures above average by about 
five degrees centigrade.clouds 
appearing at different altitudes 
and winds Southeasterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, it will hot and 
dusty, winds northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

Amman 18/33 

Aqaba 24/40 

Deserts 16/33 

Jordan Valley 25/39 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 34. Aqaba 41 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 18 per 
cent, Aqaba 23 per cent. 

Following are the highest tem- 
peratures expected today in 
the following areas: 

A j loan 28 

Jerash 34 

UmQays 33 

Madaba 34 

Petra 34 

Dead Sea 40 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. KhafilAlltehiq— .4757253 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 5332642 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim -5350432 

Hr Wafin fkifMnmi 4R93S4'1 


Firas pharmacy 5661912 

A1 Aseina pharmacy 4637055 

AI Salam pharmacy 4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy ...4644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

Najib pharmacy — 5347632 
IRBED: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh _ 25 0080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Nabhan 3851743 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 46371 1 1 

Cm] Drfmre Department .5661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue : 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 199 
Rescue PDfice 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade. -4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police...- 5343402 

Traffic Police 4896390 

Public Security Dept. -4630321 

Hotel Complaints..- 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 1 76 

ttte&Sew^Cbnpfains 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints— 4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance i 121 

Overseas Calls . 010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

Abdali TeL Repaiis..-..-566110I 
Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Rnrfin Jordan 4774111 


Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 25815615 

Electric Power Co .463638 1 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport -44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

ThelslamicAbdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity— .4642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
4642362 

Mnlhas, J. Amman. .-.4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani -560707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital ....5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muftajreen 4777101/3 

AJ-Bashir. .4775111/26 

Army.Maika 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital — 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09.1900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital —.(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)99099 

rwRtn- 


Prin cess Basina Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700) or 44(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Fligits 

06:30 Damascus (RJ) 

08 JO Jeddah (RJ) 

08:45 L am aca (RJ) 

08:55 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
14:55 .New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:30 Madrid (RJ) 

17:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:05 Paris (RJ) 

17-dl) Rnntfk flcnpvjt fRD 


18:05 Rome (RJ) 

18:10 London. Vienna (RJ) 

18:25 .Frankfurt, Berlin (RJ) 

23:15 Beirut (RJ) 

00:05 .Cairo (RJ) 


Other 

10:00 

10:30 

11:30 

12:15 

13:10 

14:05 

15:10 

15-30 

17:35 

17:40-. 

18:05 

22:20 

22:40 

23:15 

01:25 

04:15 


Flights 

..Sanaa, Hudaidah (TY) 

Kuwait (KLT) 

Jeddah <SV) 

Cairo (MS) 

Tunis (TIT) 

Vienna (OS) 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi (EK) 

-Algiers (AH) 

Karachi Abu Dhabi (PK) 

Beirut (ME) 

Frankfurt (LH) 

Istanbul (TK) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

London (BA) 

-..-Athens, Beirut (OA) 
Antalia (TK) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

09:20 Amman (QAIA) 

(Then proceeds to Marka Air- 
. port) (RW) 

^7:00 Aqaba (arriving at 

Marka Airport) (RW) 

18:20 Tel Aviv (QAIA) (RW) 
22:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW 


DEPARTURES 

05=30 Lamaca (RJ) 

08:00 Amsterdam. New York (Rh 
RnmP ntu 


the commission in Febru- 
ary as a condition of 
accepting to lead an inter- 
im government. 

King Hassan 13 gave bis 
approval to the publication 
of the figures, which tbe 
commission gave him last 
month. 

The president of the 
commission, Driss Dah- 
hak. said Monday that 
among the 112 cases of 
disappearances between 
1960 and 1980, 56 people, 
including one Lebanese, 
were dead but did not dis- 
close the identities of tbe 
victims. 

Earlier this month, seven 
families of opponents of 
the government who “dis- 
appeared” said they were 
convinced that some of 
them were still alive in 
prison. 


11:45 J. Istanbul (RJ) 

12:25 London (RJ) 

19:10 Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 .....Beirut (RJ) , 

20:00 New Dethi (RJ) 

20:05 .Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

20:10 .. Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 ....Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 
20:15 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

20:20 Bombay (RJ) 

21:05 Dubai, Muscat -(RJ) 

01:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:35 Lamaca (CY) 

06:30 Paris (Af) 

08:20 London (BA) 

10:30 Ta’iz, Sanaa JTY) 

11:45 .Kuwait (KUl 

13:00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:15 Cairo (MS) 

14:00 ..Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

14:10 Tunis (TU) 

14:50 -.Vienna (OS) 

16:20 Shariqah (AH) 

16:20 Dubai (EK) 

19:00 .Beirut (ME) 

19:30 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

22:55 Beirut {MB 

23:40 Damascus. Amsterdam (KL) 
02:45 ...-Beirut, Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:00 .Aqaba (fron* 

Marka Airport (RW) 

08:30 Aqaba (from Marks 

(Airport) (RW) 

16:30 Tel Aviv (froN 

Marka Airport) (RW) , 
21:50 Aqaba ffiPgk 
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Home News 

Court ratifiesdeath 
sentences against 
two Egyptian women 
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By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — The Court of 
Cassation has ratified death 
sentences against two 

Egyptian sisters who were 
convicted in May of rob- 
bing and murdering a 73- 
vear-old woman in 

Sbraeisani last year, 

according to judicial 
sources. 

Abeer Ibrahim. 24, and 
her 19-year-old sister 
Rasha were sentenced to 
death by the Criminal 
Court -on May 26 after they 
were found guilty of the 
July 8, 1997 murder of 
Fakhrieb Kurdi. 

According to court docu- 
ments, Abeer. who worked 
as a domestic helper for 
KunJi. plotted to steal her 
employers' money and jew- 
ellery.’ 

On the morning of the 
incident, the court main- 
tained. the two drugged 
Kurdi, who lived alone in 
her apartment, and dragged 
her to her room. 

“The two then placed a 
wet towel over the 


woman's mouth and nose 
until she died, then stole 
her jewellery' and some 
goods," it added. 

The court said the two 
women then locked the 
door and lied, sold the jew- 
ellery and were about to 
leave the country when 
they were apprehended by 
at the Aqaba port. 

Kurdi ’s body was discov- 
ered by her two daughters 
when they returned home 
from work at around 3:00 
p.m. on the day of the mur- 
der 

The two women, who 
reportedly confessed to 
police and the criminal 
prosecutor, pleaded not 
guilty during their trial. 

Five women have been 
executed in the Kingdom in 
the past live years, includ- 
ing three in 1997 for com- 
mitting. premeditated mur- 
ders. Eleven people were 
executed in Jordan last 
year. 

Two people have been put 
lo death this year alter 
being convicted of commit- 
ting premeditated murders. 



Germany loans $26m for water projects 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Two agreements were signed yesterday under 
which Germany will provide Jordan with S26 million in soft loans 
to fund wastewater projects in Khirbai Sarnra and trbid. Accord- 
ing to the first agreement, Germany will provide SI 8.2 million to 
the Ministry of Planning in order to finalise a project to transfer 
wastewater from Amman to Khirbat Samra, said a ministry state- 
ment. Under the second agreement, the German Development 
Bank will loan $7.8 million to finalise the first stage of kind's 
wastewater network. Germany has already pravidedJordan with 
5823 million in soft loans this year to fund the two projects. 

Rabieh murder case details to attorney 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The prosecutor general of the State Security 
Court, Brigadier Mamoun Khasawneh, Tuesday sent the public 
attorney of the court instructions to prepare a charge sheet and a 
fist of witnesses in rite Rabieh and Shmeisani cases. Five suspects 
accused of murdering 1 1 persons in January and April of this year 
are involved in the two cases.. 

Agreement on aid to refugees 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The American Near East Refugee Aid 
(ANERA) today will sign an agreement with the Palestinian 
Affaire Department as a preliminary to offering services in Jordan. 
ANERA, which provides assistance to Palestinians in the West 
Bark and the other Palestinian [em'tories. has decided to add Jor- 
dan to its services. ANERA is a non-profit and non-governmental 
organisation. 

Medical day to be held in refugee camp 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Health Education Society and 
the Jordanian National Forum for Women are organising a free 
medical day on Friday for the residents of the Talebia refugee 
camp. A group of physicians have volunteered to conduct the 
medical examinations. The organisers have arranged similar ser- 
vices in poor districts around the country. At the end of each cam- 
paign. the medical teams involved prepare a study of the health 
situation in each area and send a report with their recommenda- 
tions lo the concerned health authorities. 

Khrdsha meets with Sudanese envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Agriculture Mijhem Khreisha 
on Tkesday conferred with Sudanese Ambassador to Jordan 
Jalaiuddin Amin about Jordanian investments in Sudan and bilat- 
eral agricultural cooperation. The two sides discussed the conclu- 
sion of a protocol on technical cooperation concemmg veterinary 
drugs, animal health and importing live animals front Sudan. 



HRH Crown Prince Hasson, the Regent, talks to members of the Royal Engineering 
Corps during his visit to the unit yesterday (Jordan Armed Forces photo) 

Regent stresses need to enhance 
Armed Forces’ role in development 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
son, the Regent, Tuesday 
underlined the need to enhance 
ihe developmental role of the 
Armed Forces and lo work in 
coordination with other sector* 
in the management of national 
resources. 

Addressing units of die 
Royal Engineering Corps dur- 
ing a visit, the Crown Prince 
said the participation of the 
Armed Forces in development 
complements its major task in 
safeguarding the nation. The 
Regent pledged continued 
work to provide the best for the 
Aimed Forces. 

The Crown Prince noted the 
positive achievements of the 
partnership between the Armed 
Forces and other sectors, say- 
ing dial it helps optimise the 


utilisation of national resources 
and maximise its contribution 
to tire overall national develop- 
ment. 

The Regent praised the 
Royal Engineering Corps' con- 
tribution to infrastructure pro- 
jects, including construction of 
dams and road and water har- 
vesting projects. 

Referring to an agreement 
signed between the" Aimed 
Forces and the Jordan Valley 
Authority, the Regent said the 
deal Is a step in the right direc- 
tion. 

The Crown Prince called fur 
formulating a national plan of 
action to deal with the potential 
danger of chemical weapons, 
noting that tlieir consequences 
would not only be restricted to 
military personnel but also 
civilians. 


He cuffed on all concerned 
parties, including doctors, nurs- 
es and citizens, to parucipuic in 
drawing up a pragmatic and 
scientific programme for deal- 
ing with such potential dangers. 

Tile Crown Pmve called for 
utilising international support 
.i ikJ aid made ai affable lo Jor- 
dan as a result of signing 
international agreements, 
including the international 
agreement banning the use of 
chemical weapons, lo help pro- 
vide for Jordan's defence 
needs. 

Tire Regent, who was 
accompanied by the chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
Fteld Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Miru'i Kaabneh, opened sever- 
al engineering facilities and 
inspected the engineering 
museum and laboratories. 


Gas cylinder peddlers to 
have ‘musical’ calling card 


By Munther Murjan 

AMMAN — The days of per- 
sistent hom-honking by vehi- 
cles distributing domestic gas 
cylinders are drawing to an 
dose, thanks to a government 
decision asking distributors to 
play symphony music when 
learning streets in search of 
potential clients. 

Hie decision, taken jointly in 
July by the minister of energy 
and mineral resources and 
members of the Jordanian 
Union of Petrol Stations Own- 
ers and Gas Distributors, will 
be Hilly enforced by January I , 
according to Hatem Arrabi, 
head of the union. 

*'We have received many 
complaints, directly and via the 
media, from citizens complain- 
ing of the annoying hom- 
honking of cars distributing 
gas.” Arrabi told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

“We asked the government 
six years ago to replace the 
hom-honking with musical 
melodies similar to the tunes 
played by ice cream trucks, 
and we" finally received 


approval in July 1998." ‘ 

Unlike many Western capi- 
tals that supply gas to residents 
via domestic pipelines, Jorda- 
nians rely on gas cylinders 
from licensed gas distributors 
roaming streets, often in age- 
ing pickups. 

Tire persistent honking, often 
punctuating the quiet of the 
early hours of the day, has for 
long upset most Jordanians, 
especially those trying to relax 
over the weekend. 

"Nearly 50 per cent of the 
230 agencies distributing gas 
cylinder* have responded to 
these new regulations so tar," 
Arrabi said. 

Most of those following the 
guidelines are located in west- 
ern Amman, while others 
include agencies covering 
some popular areas in eastern 
and soutltem Amman such as 
Wihdat and Qweismch. 

"Hopefully, the rest will 
begin adhering to the new reg- 
ulations by Jan. 1, 1999," he 
added. 

Arrabi said the decision was 
port of new regulations that 
will be enforced by early next 


year to overhaul the fleet of 
vehicles distributing gas cylin- 
ders and lo raise the efficiency 
of distribution. 

The regulations stipulated in 
the new code will include "a 
fixed coloured label on the side 
of delivery vehicles with infor- 
mation on licensing, company 
names and telephone numbers, 
similar ro the information on 
the doors of taxis," Arrabi said. 
"Also, all gas delivery vehicles 
will be painted a special blue 
colour and all personnel will be 
issued ID curds to be worn on 
workers' shirts while on duty." 

The new regulations did not 
meet any resistance from the 
union members, but the colour 
issue did draw some resent- 
ment. 

"If there are around 1300 
identical blue vehicles, you 
will not be able to file a com- 
plaint because the colour will 
make it hard to tell the cars 
apart if you forget the name of 
die agency or a worker's 
name," .Arrabi said. He also 
said owners would probably 
lose money upon reselling the 
vehicle due to the colour. 
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Jordanian, American 
firms to sign $120m deal 
on bromine complex 

Terms ‘very favourable’ to Jordan 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Dead Sea Industry Compa- 
ny, Ltd. (JODICO) tomor- 
row will sign a Si 20 million 
deal with an American firm 
for a bromine production 
complex at the Dead Sea. 

"We are finally signing 
this deal and we feel the 
terms are very favourable,” 
said Munther Saudi, JODI- 
CO genera] manager. 

The deal — awaited since 
1992 — is a 50-50 revenue 
sharing venture between 
JODICO and the L'.S. firm 
Albemiarle. w hich will con- 
tribute most of the technol- 
ogy. Saudi said that con- 
struction on the plant will 
stun in the latter half of 
1999 and that production it* 
scheduled to begin in 2002. 

The plant is expected to 
produce annually 50,000 
tonnes of bromine. 35,000 
tonnes of calcium bromide 
and 50,000 tonnes of tetra- 
bromobisphenol, compo- 
nents in pharmaceuticals, 
photographic chemicals, 
fire retardants, fumigants, 
insecticides and herbicides. 
The plant is expected to 
employ 120 people, and 
marketers will target Euro- 


pean and Asian markets. 

Negotiations on a deal to 
produce bromine and 
bromine derivatives with an 
international partner have 
been up and down since 
1 992. when the Arab Potash 
Company began negotia- 
tions with another Ameri- 
can firm that eventually col- 
lapsed in 1994. The unex- 
pected announcement earli- 
er this year that JODICO — 
an APC subsidiary estab- 
lished in 1996 — would 
sign with Albermarle sig- 
nalled the collapse of anoth- 
er deal that had been negoti- 
ated for three years with the 
Israeli Dead Sea Bromine 
Group. 

There was speculation 
that the deal W'ith the 
Israelis was killed for polit- 
ical reasons, but an 
informed source told the 
Jordan Times that the terms 
offered by Israel were 
severely unfavourable to 
Jordan. 

According to the source, 
the Israeli firm sought a 75- 
25 revenue sharing arrange- 
ment that wrould decrease 
over the course of five to six 
years. The source said that 
according to the production 
schedule, the best of the 


resource would be exhaust- 
ed by the time the revenue- 
sharing scheme evened out. 
Jordan would also assume 
the cost of technology. 

The terms were eventual- 
ly refused by ihe govern- 
ment. which owns a 55.4 
per cent stake in the APC. 

The JODICO joint ven- 
ture is the first in a string of 
high-profile activities in the 
•AFC's efforts to diversify 
production at the Dead Sea, 
where the exploitation of 
the sea's natural resources 
traditionally has been 
restricted to raw potash. 

Also under ihe APCs 
wing are the Jordan Safi 
Salt Company, which pro-, 
duces industrial and table 
salt, and A1 Numeira. which 
extracts mud and salt from 
the Dead Sea for use in the 
cosmetics industry. 

According to Saudi, the 
Jordan Magnesia Company, 
Ltd., a JODICO project, 
anticipates offers from four 
.international companies on 
Thursday for the construc- 
tion of a magnesium plant. 
Magnesium increasingly is 
used in the manufacture of 
cars because of its durabili- 
ty and light weight, which 
reduces fuel consumption. 


Nearly 75,000 foreign labourers 
now hold work permits — Qadi. 


By Threq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — More than 
74,800 foreign workers 
have obtained work permiLs 
in the country, most of them 
following the government's 
recent campaign to organise 
the labour market. Labour 
Minister Mohammad 
Fartian announced Tuesday. 

The government has said 
that almost one million for- 
eign workers are living and 
working in Jordan and that 
the bulk do not have work 
permits. Almost half of 
those without permits are 
Egyptians, according to the 
government. 

Farhan. speaking at a 
government press briefing, 
said the ministry and its 
agencies are granting from 

1.000 to 1,300 permits a 
day. 

He said foreign workers 
would not be exempted 
from fines imposed for vio- 
lating the Labour Law. 

The minister said it was 
"difficult” to give an exact 
figure on the number of 
unemployed Jordanians, 
but said the Department of 
Statistics has estimated the 
rate at 14.4 per cent. An 
independent survey put the 
rate at nearly 27 per cenL 


“Our target is to deter- 
mine how many are unem- 
ployed in order to reach an 
accurate figure and define 
the fields of work to create 
jobs for them," the minister' 
‘ toldf reporters. 

"Organising the labour 
market does not simply 
mean granting foreign 
workers permits. The per- 
mits are the first step," 
Farhan said. 

The minister denied local 
media reports that it was 
planning to establish “hous- 
ing units” for foreign work- 
ers, stressing that the aim 
was not to put them in ghet- 
tos but to absorb them in 
the society. 

Last week. Interior Minis- 
ter Navef Qadi said govern- 
ment records indicate that 

426.000 Egyptians, 

130.000 Syrians, 110,000 
Iraqis and 2.312 Sudanese 
are working in the country. 

Qadi added that 1 ,689 
Lebanese. 10,241 Palestini- 
ans and more than 7,000 
Asian nationals have 
entered the country and still 
live here. 

Commenting on the coun- 
try's labour market cam- 
paign, Farhan said the min- 
istry named 15 professions 
as "off-limits" to foreign 


workers. 

The list includes jobs in 
medical, engineering, 
administrative, accounting, 
Secretarial, typing, switch 
board operating, store keep- 
ing, sales, hair dressing, 
education, decorating and 
auto-mechanic fields as 
well as electricians, fuel 
station attendants, drivers 
and guards. 

He said the ministry does 
not support setting a mini- 
mum wage for Jordanian 
labour at this stage, 
“because such a matter will 
backfire at this moment.” 

"Fixing a minimum wage 
should not come from high 
level authorities.” he said. 
"It should stem from the 
need of the labour market.” 

"I have no idea of how 
many foreign workers we 
have in Jordan. 1 do not 
know the needs of Jordan- 
ian labourers who are 
unemployed and their abili- 
ties to work.” the minister 
said. 

"if u'e resort ro setting a 
minimum wage amid lack 
of information. I -think it 
will be unstudied decision. 

‘ We can fix it if we know for 
sure the demands of our 
economic system," Farhan 
said. 


s going on 



- - ’ * “Goya" (in English with commentary by 

. Dr. Khalid Khreis) at Instituto Cervantes. 
Jabal Amman at 6:30 p.m. (Another film 
entitled “Niebla" (in Spanish) will also be 
- ' ‘ screened on Thursday Oct. 15 at 5:00 p.m.). 

.. ■! - * Children's film "Transformers and Head- 

masters" at the British Council, Jabal 
Amman at 5:00 pjn. 

* German film “Fur immer and immer 
(Always and Forever) at Goethe-Insmute, 

' Jabal Amman ai 7:00 p.m. 

PLAYS 

' ' * ‘The Road to Safety” (in Arabic) at the 

■ Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. (Daily 
• until Ocl 18). 

* “Al Da’ira" (in Arabic) by Hayat 
> r Huwayk Arrieh at Odeon near the Roman 

*; Theatre, downtown Amman on Thursday 
w v Ocl 15 at 7:00 p.m. (Tel. 593-0682). 

lecture 

* What is Psychiatry?” (in Arabic) by Dr. 
Mohammad Kan' an. Dr. Izz AI-Din Jamal, 
Dr. Suleiman Bani Sa'id atthe City Hall, Ras 

■ Al ‘Ain on Wednesday Oct 14 at 6:00 p-m. 

B tv THE PALESTINIAN 
\\iHr" yj HERITAGE WEEK 

r\\ 

v V * Song festival at the Professional Assoct- 
A aliens Complex (6:00 p,nL-S:00 p-m) 

«’,i . (Another festival will also be held on Thurs- 


EXHmrnoNS 

* Display of autumn collection at The Jor- 
dan Design and Trade Centre, off Wadi 
Saqra Sl until Ocl 31 (Tel. 5699141/2). 

* Exhibition of works by Palestinian artist 
Kama! Boullata entitled "Homage ro 
Jerusalem," an exhibition of paintings by late 
palstinian artisL Zulfa Al Sa’di, an exhibition 
bv Palestinian- American photographer Sa’id 
Nuseiboh entitled “The Farthest Mosque" at 
Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until Nov. 
12, (Tel. 4643251/2). 

* Goya’s Caprichos paintings at Instituto 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman (Tel. 4610S58), 
until Ocl 23. 

* Children's photo exhibition entitled "Al 
Hussein in the Eyes of Children” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, until OcL 15. 

* Exhibition on “Protection of Archaeolog- 
ical Heritage." a book exhibition, and chil- 
dren's art exhibition at the City Hall, Ras Al 
‘Ain, until Ocl 14. 

+ “International Motor Show 99" at the 
Amman International Motor Show, Airport 
Road (Tel. 5714211), until Oct. 17. 

* "Calligraphy on Crafts" at the Jordan 
Craft Centre (Al Aydi), Jabal Amman (Tel. 
4644555), Octber 18-31. 

* Works by Lamia Jamal at the French 
Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, until Ocl 
26 . 

* Art of Arab calligraphy by Nassar Man- 

sour at the Jordan National Gallery of Fine 
Arts (Tel. 4630128), until Ocl 23. j 


Efforts continue to win release of over 
700 Jordanians held in Syria — minister 

Relatives plan sit-ins to press for prisoners release 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Information 
Minister Nasser Judeh on 
Tuesday said efforts are being 
exerted to win the release of 
more than 700 Jordanian pris- 
oners and detainees from Syr- 
ian jails. 

Meanwhile, ihe families of 
these detainees will hold a sit- 
in near Parliament today to 
demand ihe release of their rel- 
atives, many of whom have 
been jailed since ihe early 
1970s. 

Speaking al a press confer- 
ence, Judeh said ihe govern- 
ment does not have an exact 
figure on the number of Jor- 
danian detainees and prisoners 
in Syria but the figure exceeds 
700. 

"Efforts are continuing to 
secure their release," ihe min- 
ister said without further elab- 
oration. 

A spokesman for the fami- 
lies of the prisoners, Emad 
Sharqawi, told the Jordan 


Time* that a sit-in will be held 
today near Parliament to deliv- 
er a message to Lower House 
Speaker Sa’d Hayel Sraur. 

He said the campaign will 
include another sit-in near the 
Prime Ministry at a later stage, 
and if no success is achieved, a 
third will be carried out near 
the Syrian embassy. 

Sharqawi noted that his 
committee's information indi- 
cates that the number of Jor- 
danian detainees and prisoners 
in Svria ranges from 700 to 
1 , 000 . 

“Many prisoners started an 
open hunger strike recently, 
and no information is avail- 
able on their health condi- 
tions," Sharqawi a lawyer, 
said. 

He also said an equal num- 
ber of Jordanians have gone 
missing in Syria since 1970. 

Sharqawi said some of the 
prisoners are affiliated ' to 
Palestinian organisations and 
the Jordanian Muslim Broth- 
erhood movement, while oth- 


ers were members of the 
National Command of the 
Baath Party in Syria, who 
were detained following the 
coup that brought President 
Hafez Assad to power in 1971. 

He said he met with Syrian 
Charge d‘ Affaires in Amman 
Waheeb Jabr, who promised 
to help them visit or have their 
relatives released 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, quoted a spokesperson 
of the London- based Amnesty 
International as saying that rel- 
atives of Jordanian prisoners 
in Syria have the right to know 
the fate of their kin and their 
whereabouts. 

The Amnesty official 
whose name was not given, 
said his group will support any 
effort by the families of these 
prisoners to seek their release. 

The spokesperson noted that 
Amnesty last year launched 
efforts to win the release of 
Jordanian, Palestinian, Syrian 
and Lebanese prisoners in 
Syria, “most of [whom] have 


been jailed without trial." 

The source added that 
memos were submitted to the 
Syrian government in the past 
four years, which included 
names of more than 1,000 
prisoners, to locate their 
whereabouts. 

Statements by the Jordanian 
and Palestinian Committee to 
Defend the Prisoners in Syria 
said many of these detainees 
were jaded without trial and 
are: subjected to torture. 

Statements by the two 
groups have said many of the 
prisoners, mostly in the 
Palmyra and Mazeh jails near 
Damascus, are in poor health 
and suffering from disease. 

The families accused the 
Syrian government of detain- 
ing their kin “just for political 
reasons,” which they said are 
unjustified and violate human 
rights. 

The government’s initiative 
to win the release of the pris- 
oners came amid a strain in 
relations between Amman and 


Damascus following repealed 
statements by Syrian Defence 
Minister Mustafa Tlass, which 
prompted Amman to respond. 

Judeh denied that a "war of 
words" was under way 
between the two countries, 
adding that Amman was 
astonished to hear such a state- 
ment from Tlass. 

“I do not think that there is a 
war of words. The govern- 
ment made a statement on this 
subject and the statement was 
very balanced.” he said, refer- 
ring to Saturday’s statement 
criticising the Syrian minister. 

"We were mystified by these 
statements which came from a 
particular Syrian official. It is 
not a war of words. We just do 
not understand it and we 
responded to it," he said. 

"As I said before, it is some- 
thing of concern to us and it 
should not have happened 
between the two neighbouring 
countries," the minister said. 
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SPD names east German 

to head new parliament 



BONN (AFP) — 
Germany's future governing 
Social Democrats (SPD) 
Tuesday named the east 
German Wolfgang Thierse 
as their choice for speaker 
of the new parliament that is 
to begin sitting later this 
month. 

Thierse. 54, would be the 
first east German to preside 
over the lower house of par- 
liament, the Bundestag. He 
was chosen a gains t the can- 
didacy of a woman, Christel 
HanewinckeL but the SPD 
parliamentary faction lead- 
ership chose Anke Fuchs, 
61. to be its nominee for 
vice-speaker. 

The SPD was the strongest 
party to emerge from leg- 
islative elections SepL 27 
that defeated the conserva- 
tive government of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohi. 

The new Bundestag is to 
meet Oct. 26 and on Ocl 27 
to elect SPD chancellor can- 
didate Gerhard Schroeder as 
the new government leader. 

Meanwhile, the outgoing 
SPD parliamentary faction 
leader Rudolf Scharping 
said Tuesday that the 
group's leadership would 
announce Thursday its 
choice for the new parlia- 
mentary whip, and that this 
would be confirmed by the- 
whole group next Tuesday. 

The choice had originally 
been scheduled for this 
Tuesday but was postponed 
because of power struggles 
within the party, SPD 
sources said. 


The SPD is fighting to 
remain on-track to fo rmin g 
a ruling coalition despite its 
internal squabbling. 

Schroeder had said 
Monday that Scharping 
would be the new defence 
mini ster and that Party 
President Oskar Lafontaine 
would be finance minis ter. 

In announcing the choice 
of Scharping at defence. 
Schroeder clearly tried to 
still squabbling. as 
Scharping had said he want- 
ed to stay on as leader of the 
SPD parliamentary group, a 
more independent political 
power base. 

Peter Struck, a close aide 
to Scharping in parliament, 
has been mooted to take 
over his job. 

Dispute over the parlia- 
mentary post, and jockeying 
by Lafontaine to make the 
finance! job into a super- 
ministry, show that the 
Schroder-Lafontaine tan- 
dem that campaigned suc- 
cessfully to topple conserva- 
tive Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl in legislative elections 
Sept. 27 may rum again to 
rivalry, observers said. 

The Bonn newspaper 
General Anzeiger comment- 
ed in an editorial Tuesday: 
“What a false start. Within a 
few days the month-long 
harmony in the party leader- 
ship, done for the campaign 
and effective, is revealed to 
be what it was from the 
start, theatre and show." 

The Frankfurter 

AUgeraeine newspaper said 


that at least Scharping bad 
apparently stopped 

Lafontaine from getting for 
himself or controlling the 
parliamentary post 

Lafontaine will have a 
powerful post in the finance 
minis try, which will include 
control over the economic 
aspects of European policy, 
the Sueddeutsche Zeitung 
newspaper reported 

Tuesday citing SPD sources. 

The ministry will also 
have the macro-economic 
functions of analysis and 
prediction which have pre- 
viously been the domain of 
the economics ministry, the 
daily said, citing SPD docu- 
ments. 

These changes will make 
the Cjerman finance ministry 
about the same in extent as 
the French and British 
finance ministries, and sig- 
nal the weight Lafontaine 
will wield in the new 
German adminis tration. 

Meanwhile, the ecologist 
and pacifist Greens, the 
party with which the SPD is 
negotiating a coalition, were 
due Tuesday to convene 
their parliamentary group to 
decide their position on a 
NATO intervention against 
Serbia over Kosovo. 

The Bundestag has been 
convened for a special meet- 
ing Friday on the question. 


Taleban ignore calls for peace as 
autumn offensive enters 4th day 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan’s Taleban militia 
Tuesday ignored international 
pleas for peace and pounded 
enemy strongholds held by 
arch-rival Ahmad Shah 
Masood on the eve of a meet- 
ing with a U.N. special envoy. 

Independent sources said 
heavy artillery barrages were 
traded on three frontlines and 
fighting was “relentless" at 
Tagab, 70 kilometres north- 
east of here- 
in Kabul, two heavy rockets 
slammed into the capital 
while outside the former 
Cuban embassy a truck 
ladened with explosives deto- 
nated and destroyed an 
armoured personnel carrier. 

And the day’s bloodshed 
was capped by a Taleban 
warning to residents living in 
forward positions of Hussein 
Kot, about 30 kilometres 
north of here, to accept militia 
rule or watch their sons be 
killed and their villages 
destroyed in upcoming fight- 
ing. 

The Taleban’s pre-winter 
offensive entered day four on 
the eve of talks between U.N. 
special envoy Lakhdar 
Brahimi and Taleban supreme 
leader Mull a Mohammad 
Omar in the southern capital 
of Kandahar. 

A joint statement released 
simultaneously by Russia and 
Uzbekistan urged the warring 
parties to cease fire and begin 
constructive talks, which 
would include a halt of arms 
sales to both sides. 

President Boris Yeltsin and 


his Uzbek counterpart Islam 
Karimov added that,.. open 
defiance by the Taleban of 
UN. resolutions calling for. 
peace was the main cause for 
die fighting. 

Current fighting has been 
restricted to three fronts; out- 
side of Tagab, north of the 
S along tunnel — which links 
Kabul with northern 
A fghanistan — and in the 
adjacent Ghotband Valley. 

The three frontlines flank 
Masood and his troops to the 
northwest, north and south of 
his base in Parwan Province. 

A fourth front was expected 
to open from Hussein Kot 
where the militia warned 
fighting would escalate if the 
people of Shamali Plains fail 
to bow to Taleban demands. 

The Shamali Plains begin 
about 25 kilometres north of 
Kabul, cover Hussein Kot 
and stretch-out another 75 
kilometres to the mouth of the 
Panjsher Valley, home to 
Masood 

A fourth line would link the 
Taleban between Tagab and 
Gborband and encircle 
Masood who remains the last 
real force from the anti- 
Taleban alliance capable of 
thwarting mili tia plans of tak- 
ing total control of 
Afghanistan. 

“Feel mercy upon your 
families and children ... don’t 
allow them to use your farms 
and gardens as trenches to 
fight against your brothers,’’ 
Taleban authorities told the 
people of Shamali in an offi- 
cial Radio Shariat broadcast. 


At Hussein Kot, Taleban 
lines were quiet Tuesday but 
sources said fighting “seems 
relentless at Tagab. and . we 
expect an attack to be 
launched on Masood’s air- 
base at Bagram." 

In the Afghan capital resi- 
dents said heavy rockets, one 
which struck Kabul airport 
was fired from Masood-beld 
hilltops in the north and was 
possibly aimed at striking 
Taleban warplanes. 

Masood has claimed 
Taleban fighter pilots in this 
offensive have bombed civil- 
ian populations with cluster 
bombs, killing many, includ- 
ing 10 people from the same 
family. 

Air traffic at the airport was 
hectic overnight with 
observers saying the Taleban 
were ferrying arms and sup- 
plies for the autumn offen- 
sive. 

No casualties were reported 
from the rocket attack or from 
the truck which exploded out- 
side the compound of the for- 
mer Cuban embassy. 

It was not known whether 
the explosion outside the for- 
mer embassy was an accident 
or a deliberate act of sabo- 
tage. 

Masood ally in New Delhi 
former Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, has 
said through his envoy that 
Taleban attacks are being 
repelled with hundred of the 
religious troops killed or 
taken prisoner. 

Taleban authorities have 
declined to comment 


Death penalty is a 
colonial legacy, says 
Sierra Leone minister 


FREETOWN (AFP) — 
Sierra Leone’s death penal- 
ty is a legacy of the coun- 
try's British colonial past. 
Justice Minister Solomon 
Berewa said after a military 
court Monday condemned 
34 soldiers to die for trea- 
son. 

“Exactly 100 years ago 
this year, the colonial mas- 
ters in 1898 executed 96 
people for refusing to pay 
the hut tax of 26 pence. ... 
so the capital sentence is 
not new to Sierra Leone. It 
is part of our history and a 
legacy from colonialism,” 
Berewa told a press confer- 


ence late Monday. 

The 34 were sentenced to 
death by firing squad after a 
military court found them 
guilty of treason for collab- 
orating with the junta oust- 
ed from Freetown in 
February. Military courts 
offer no recourse to appeal 
in Sierra Leone. 

Berewa said a date had not 
yet been set for the execu- 
tions, but indicated that 
they would not take place 
soon. 

The human rights organi- 
sation Amnesty 

International Monday urged 
President Ahmad Tejan 


Kabbah to show “clemen- 
cy" to the condemned 33 
men and one woman. 

When 16 civilians includ- 
ing five journalists accused 
of collaborating with the 
junta were sentenced to 
death by hanging in August, 
the international communi- 
ty reacted with indignation, 
particularly the former 
colonial power Britain. 

Their verdict is on appeal. 
Sierra Leonean Information 
Minister Julius Spencer said 
at the press conference that 
“the offences in question 
constitute the most serious 
crimes known to our law.” 
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Soda! Democratic Chancellor-elect Gerhard Schroeder (right) gestures as he talks to 
designated Defence Minister Rudolf Scharping (left) as designated Finance Minister 
Oskar Lafontaine looks on prior to a meeting of the party’s parliamentary group in 
Bonn. The party's parliamentary manager Peter Struck will succeed Scharping as 
parliamentary floor leader (Reuters photo) 

OSCE faces unprecedented 
mission in Kosovo 


VIENNA (AFP) — The 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) faces a task of 
unprecedented scale in 
mounting a 2,000-strong 
“verification mission" 
agreed by Belgrade to 
defuse the Kosovo crisis. 

The mission, agreed after 
marathon talks between 
U.S. envoy Richard 
Holbrooke and President 
Slobodan Milosevic, will 
constitute “a change of 
gear” for the pan-European 
security body. whose 
biggest mission to date 
involved fewer than 300 
observers, officials said. 

It will also mark, .the 
OSCE's return to 

Yugoslavia six years , after 
Belgrade was suspended as 
a member of the Vienna- 
based body over its impli- 
cation in the Bosnian war. 

“The OSCE will enter 
new territory and totally 
change gear.” said a 
Western diplomat familiar 
with the organisation’s 
activities. 

Holbrooke himself 
stressed the scale of the 
mission when he 

announced the deal struck 
with Milosevic at a 
Belgrade press conference 
Tuesday. The ground verifi- 
cation force will be com- 
plemented by an airborne 
monitoring operation. 

The OSCE's current 
biggest missions are in 


Croatia and Bosnia, where 
it has 280 and 240 staff 
respectively, the Western 
diplomat noted. “And the 
Kosovo figure does not 
take into account technical 
and logistical staff," he 
added. 

Officially the OSCE 
declined to comment 
immediately on the logis- 
tics of the operation. “We 
will have more information 
later in the afternoon," said 
OSCE spokesman Mans 
Nyberg. 

“I can't tell you anything 
more than has been report- 
ed ... we need to sort out 
this information before we 
can .give a coherent struc- 
ture to the thing,” he added. 

The diplomat said that the 
first step, once the accord 
had been formally signed, 
would be to the OSCE’s 55- 
member states for contribu- 
tions to the verification 
mission. 

“As far as I understand, 
this will be done with some 
urgency," he said. 

The OSCE’s founding 
charter states that it is the' 
“primary instrument in its 
region for early warning, 
conflict prevention, crisis 
management and post-con- 
flict rehabilitation in 
Europe." 

The Kosovo mission will 
mark its first operation in 
Yugoslavia since 1992. 
when Belgrade was sus- 
pended from the OSCE for 


violating its charter by 
backing Bosnian Serbs in 
the war in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

The Federal Yugoslav 
Republic (FRY) struck 
back the following year by 
refusing to extend the man- 
dates of three OSCE mis- 
sions on its territory: in 
Kosovo, as well as in the 
southern Muslim-majority 
Sandzak region and the 
Vojvodina region in north- 
ern Serbia inhabited by eth- 
nic Hungarians. 

Relations between 
Belgrade and the pan- 
European security body 
have been at best difficult 
eyer since. 

For example ex-Spanish 
Premier Felipe Gonzalez, 
appointed by the OSCE in 
March to mediate on the 
Kosovo crisis, has been 
blocked from travelling to 
the regjon despite having 
visited Belgrade in 1996 
and 1997. 

Yugoslav authorities have 
repeatedly insisted that he 
can only visit if his trip 
concerns “normalising rela- 
tions” — that is, readmit- 
ting Belgrade to the OSCE. 

The OSCE’s current 
chairman, Polish Foreign 
Minister Bronislaw 

Geremek, rejected an invi- 
tation by Belgrade last 
week to send a mission “to 
objectively view the situa- 
tion," saying it was part of a 
“propaganda game.” 


Some Serbs praise peace 
deal, others feel betrayed 


BELGRADE (R) — 

Some Serbs praised a 
deal announced Tuesday 
to end conflict in 
Kosovo, saying 

Yugoslavia had no 
choice, but others 
denounced Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic for selling out 
his country. 

“If we were a country 
with political, economic 
and military might and if 
we could defeat the 
world, then 1 would be 
the first one to take the 
gun and fight for my 
country," said Sinisa 
Bencun. an economist. 

“But Yugoslavia is not 
strong enough. What can 
we do with a rifle against 
Tomahawks (cruise mis- 
siles)? That is why I say: 
peace at any price,” 
Bencun, 28, told Reuters 
while he bought tickets 
for a cinema at a 
Belgrade mall. 

Bojac, also 28 and a 
maintenance worker in 
the mall, said: “We do 
not need any foreign 
observers nor planes in 
our sky. 

“I do not understand 
his (Milosevic's) deci- 
sion. It is against the will 
of his people. Practically, 
he has betrayed all of us 
who said no to any for- 
eign interference,” Bojac 


said. 

Milosevic, in a nation- 
ally televised speech, 
said the agreement with 
the West, brokered after 
intensive talks with U.S. 
Balkan envoy . Richard 
Holbrooke, “removed the 
danger of military inter- 
vention against our coun- 
try." 

The deal calls for an 
international team on the 
ground in Kosovo, where 
Serbs have cracked down 
on an ethnic Albanian 
revolt for independence, 
to verify compliance 
with a U.N. demand for a 
Serbian military with- 
drawal. NATO planes 
would be used for verifi- 
cation purposes from the 
skv. 

Zlatko Letonja, a 
retired veterinarian, said 
he had not heard about 
the details of the agree- 
ment but said he could 
not believe Milosevic 
accepted it 

“Despite so many vic- 
tims and promises that he 
would not allow any for- 
eign interference, 
Milosevic accepts such a 
deal?" Letonja said. 

“He has, as always, 
betrayed his own peo- 
ple," he said. 

Milan Krtolica, manag- 
er of a clothes shop and 
an avowed Serbian 


nationalist, said 

Milosevic should not 
have bowed to the West's 
demands. 

“This is a shameful 
deal and concession — 
just like the DaytoD 
peace agreement,” he 
said, referring to the 
deal, also brokered by 
Holbrooke, to end the 
Bosnian war. 

“Milosevic has Once 
again sold his people for 
his own interests just like 
he did with Krajina Serbs 
(from Croatia) and Serbs 
in Bosnia," Krtolica said. 

Bobana 26, a doctor, 
said: “Milosevic has 

made many mistakes 
over the past 10 years 
and I do not like him. But 
I live near the airport, 
and I would rather 
destroy it myself than to 
be bombed." 

Tanja. salesperson at a 
sportswear shop, said: “I 
do not believe this will 
make Albanians happy, I 
think it will only post- 
pone the war.’’ 

The insurgent Kosovo 
Liberation Army, which 
fought Serbian forces in 
the province, rejected the 
Kosovo agreement say- 
ing it was unacceptable 
because it did not pro- 
vide for the southern 
Serbian province’s inde- 
pendence. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Newly elected Bosnisn leeders 
inaugurated 

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina (AP) — The force men*\ 
bers of Bosnia-Herzegpvina's joint national preside ncy wq c 
sworn in Tuesday, promising to respect foe 1995 agree ment 
which ended the Bosnian war. The force — representing foe 
Muslim. Serb and Croat communities — were elected m foe 
SepL 12-13 nationwide balloting- “What we have just wit- 
nessed together ... is foe birth of a new chapter in the story of 
this young country," said Jacques Klein, theAmencm ^ 
to the Bosnia’s top international mediator, Carlos Westendorp. 
The Bosnian Serb and Croat members, Zivko Radiac and Arne 
Jelavic, are serving for the first time in foe joint presidency. The 
Muslim member, Ali a Izetbegovic, was reelected Radisic, 
who defeated foe Serb hard-line candidate Mornolo Krapsnk, 
will serve as chairman for the first eight months of foe four-year 

mandate. Local and Western officials believe Radisic’s mem- 
bership will signal a new era of cooperation. Krajisnik was con- 
sidered one of foe biggest obstacles to Serb cooperation in 
implementing the 1995 peace accords. For the first time since- 
the beginning of foe war in 1992, foe inaugural ceremony took 
place m foe main Bosnian government building, which wa s, 
heavily damaged during foe war but reconstructed recently; 
Meetings of the previous joint presidency were held in | 
Sarajevo's National Museum at Krajisnik s insistence. 

French student protesters | 
back on streets 

PARIS (AFP) —Tens of thousands of angry secondary school 
students waited out of class Tuesday to protest in cities aaross 
France for the second day running, dema n di n g more teaches 
and better schooling. “We need reforms urgently,” said Alice 
Martin of foe independent students’ association FIDL. “We 
have haH nothing but promises that have never been kept” 
Students were calling a major countrywide day of action 
Thursday with, the focus, a march in Pans, Martin told Europe 
1 radio. In Bordeaux, 15,000 pupils left school to demonstrate, 
more foan the previous day when 10,000 students massed in 
the city protesting a gains t poor learning conditions. Some 
5,000 joined a similar protest in Toulouse, 4,000 in southeast- 
ern Lyon, and 1,000 marched in cities such as Paris, Metz, 
Mulhouse, Niort, Montauban and Qetxnont-Feirand. The wave 
of student protest has been building for foe past two weeks on 
the heels of the beginning of the school year, with youngsters 
complaining of re turnin g to school to find overcrowded class- 
rooms. a shortage of teachers and poor conditions. Education 
Minister Claude AUegre. moving to quell the growing protests, 
Monday pledged to hire new teachers to plug gaps but said: 
Tm not a magician. I can’t provide everything at once.” 

S. Lanka says 11 rebels, soldier 
killed in clash 

COLOMBO (R) — Government troops repulsed a Tamil Tiger 
rebel attack on an army detachment in northeastern Sri Lanka, 
killin g at least 11 guerrillas but losing one soldier, the defence 
ministry said Tbesday.lt said in a statenaent that in a subsequeitt 
s earch fog bodies, of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Edam 
(LTTE) rebels were recovered by troops along with several 
weapons after foe attack at Sirimangalapura village- in. 
Trincomalee district Monday. “One soldier was wounded due 
to the incident and evacuated to hospital where he succumbed 
to his injuries," the statement said. The latest clash followed 
fierce fighting in the north last month in which hundreds of sol- 
diers and rebels were killed. Government troops are in foe 
midst of a 17-rnonth-oid campaign to wrest control of a key 
northern highway from foe rebels. The LTTE rebels have been 
fighting for a separate homeland in Sri Lanka's north and east 
since 1983, accusing foe Sinhalese majority of oppressing foe 
Tamil minority. 

Japan’s crime rate 
hits record high in 1997 

TOKYO (AFP) — The number of reported crimes in Japan lot a 
post-war record of 2:52 million in 1997, up 53,000 from the pre- 
vious year, with an upsurge in offences committed by women and 
juveniles, the government said Tuesday. The number of women 
arrested in criminal cases rose 16 per cent from the previous year 
to some 70,400, according to a white paper released by foe justice 
ministry. It did not provide a breakdown by offence. Tb?y account- 
ed for 22.4 per cent of all foe arrests made in 1997, a record high 
ratio since World War H the report said The number of juveniles, 
or those aged undo - 20, who were arrested in 1997, totalled some 
215.600. up 9.8 per cent from 1996. It represented the second year- 
on-year rise. The repot was accompanied by a survey winch 
showed more than 40 per cent of foe juveniles rirtainwt for com- 
mitting serious crimes such as murder or attempted murder, bad 
been bullied by someooe else. The survey showed some alk««*wl 
minors could take to violent crimes such as rnmrtw foe Kyodo 
news agency said citing specialists. Among foe juveniles the num- 
ber of those who were arrested for murder fell 217 pa - cent to 75. 
But foe number of those arrested for robberies jumped 60 percent 
to 1,701 while 409 others were held for rape up 801 per cent. 
Following an upturn in juvenile crimes in 1996 after a 12-year 
downtrend, the justice ministry has been preparing a bOl to lower 
the age limit for criminal punishment for juveniles. Under foe pre- 
sentlaw, those under 16 years of age are not considered capable of 
foi n l i ng the necessary criminal intent and forir offences ate dealt 
with by special family corns. Juveniles 16 years or older who 
commit an offence can be tried in a criminal court But pressure to 
abolish lenient treat me nt of juvenile offenders has mounted since 
early last year after a 14-year-old boy was attested for kitting two 
children in Kobe, western Japan, beheading one of the victims. 

Infant’s corpse 
hidden in closet by mother 


MAMI (AP) — A panicked mother hid her dead baby in a do*- 
et for several days because she feared her own mother's reaction 
to the death, police said. Detectives and doctorc still haven’t deter- 
mined how 7-monfo-old Katie Taylor died. But officers said her 
mother, Annalisa Taylor, 30, didn’t notify authmfe: for at testa 
week. ‘She feared her mother more than law enforcement^ 
Detective Patrick Brickman said. Taylor's mother, Diane Leas, 

she asked Taylor where thebaby 
was/Taylor said the child was in foe hospital but could not say 
wtach hospital police said. “I am not proud ofwhatIdid,’ , Thykff 
said in The Miami Herald Tuesday. *1 didn't know what to da” 
Police found no signs of abuse and have not charged Tayloc. Katie 

V th bront ^ police beBeve she 
codd have died of natural causes. Police said Taylor changed the 

ctoset *Sbe knew the baby was dead and dicta’ t knowwfaat to dof. 
Bnckmm said “Most people would call a relative. She didn't 
because hermofoo- was always on her case.” Taylor said her moth- 
CXCeSsive bemuse of past prob- : 

relationship wid. 


^ Mam Oead, 5-taTnn‘S 

‘‘l ■hint foe medical examiner’s office 
^rame up with its feds and everyone win know what hap- 
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Three scientists working in 
the U.S. get physics Nobel 


that ““ «*““* of Ibe Nobel Prize for Chemistry for 1998 ore 
nioneerine methods that run j^^°iTr anC V* ntai - n s **°Pk bright). The two receive the prize for their work in 

« h. which they o™ mvolvei Pr0Perti “ ° f m0,KllleS and ** chemIcal proCeSS - 

Nobel Chemistry Prize goes to Briton and American 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Briton John Pople and 
Austria-born American 
Walter Kohn won the Nobel 
Chemistry Prize Tuesday 
for their work on how 
toads between the atoms in 
molecules function. 

“The laureates have each 
made pioneering contribu- 
tions in developing meth- 
ods that can be used for the- 
oretical studies of the prop- 
erties of molecules and the 
chemical processes in 
which they are involved,'* 
the Nobel jury said. 

Their work was key to 
“an enormous theoretical 
and computational develop- 
ment and the consequences 
are revolutionising the 
whole of chemistry,' 1 the 
Royal Swedish Academy of 
Sciences, which adjudged 
the prize, said. 

Pople, 73, and Kohn, 75 
wttk-be- presented with a 
medal ^and a shared cheque 
for 7*6- million Swedish 


kronor ($938,000) at an 
official ceremony in 
Stockholm on Dec. 10, the 
1 02nd anniversary of the 
death of the creator of the 
prizes, Swedish inventor 
and industrialist Alfred 
Nobel. # 

Pople works in the depart- 
ment of chemistry at 
Northwestern University, 
Illinois and Kohn in the 
department of physics at the 
University of California at 
Santa Barbara, California. 

It is the 90th time that the 
Nobel Chemistry Prize has 
been awarded. The United 
States has provided most 
laureates with 45 followed 
by Germany (27), Britain 
(25), France (7) and 
Switzerland (5) 

The work Pople and Kohn 
were involved in can be 
traced back to the growth of 
quantum mechanics in 
physics at the turn of the 
century, -*the Nobel ■ jury 
•said. 


This opened many new 
possibilities, but its applica- 
tions within chemistry were 
long in coming. 

"ft was not practically 
possible to handle the com- 
plicated mathematical rela- 
tions of quantum mechanics 
for such complex systems 
as molecules," the jury 
said. 

The arrival of computers 
at the beginning of the 
1960s changed all this as 
they could solve the com- 
plex equations "and quan- 
tum chemistry (the applica- 
tion of quantum mechanics 
to chemical problems ) 
emerged as a new branch of 
chemistry," it added. 

Kohn and Pople emerged 
as the two most prominent 
figures of this new branch 
of chemistry. 

“W. Kohn’s theoretical 
work has formed the basis 
for simplifying the mathe- 
matics in descriptions of 
the bonding of atoms, a pre- 


requisite for many of 
today's calculations," the 
academy said. 

"J. Pope developed the 
entire quantum-chemical 
methodology now used in 
various branches of chem- 
istry," it added. 

Last year the chemistry 
prize went jointly to 
American Paul Boyer, 
Briton John Walker and 
Dane Jens Skou for helping 
to unlock the mystery of 
how energy is transferred 
between living cells. 

The chemistry prize was 
the fourth of the six Nobel 
prizes to be awarded this 
year and was adjudged by 
the Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences. 

Portuguese author Jose 
Sammago won the Nobel 
Literature Prize last 
Thursday and American 
researchers Robert 

Furchgoit, Louis Ignarro 
and Ferid Murad won the 
medicine prize Monday. 


STOCKHOLM. - Sweden 
(AP) — Three U.S, based- 
physicists won the Nobel 
Prize Tuesday for discover- 
ing how electrons can 
change their behaviour, 
work that could lead to fur- 
ther advances in microelec- 
tronics. 

Robert B. Laughlin of the 
United States, Horse L. 
Sroermer of Germany and 
Daniel C. Tsui, a native of 
China who is now an 
American citizen, will shar e 
the $978,000 prize. 

They discovered that ordi- 
nary electrons acting 
together in strong magnetic 
fields and very low temper- 
atures can condense into 
new types of composite 
subatomic particles that 
function as a fluid, the 
Royal Swedish Academy of 
Sciences said. 

Subsequently. other 
researchers confirmed their 
experiments and directly 
observed these new com- 
posites, known as quasipar- 
ticles. 

Laughlin works at 
Stanford University, 

Stoermer currently is at 
Columbia University and 
Tsui teaches at Princeton 
University. The award 


recognises work Tsui and 
Stoermer did together in 
1982. Laughlin elaborated 
on the work the next year. 

Laughlin, 47, who did his 
graduate studies at 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, got the news in 
die middle of the night 

"The reason why this is 
important is that it has to do 
with why the universe is the 
way it is," he said Tuesday. 
“You can chop (the uni- 
verse) to pieces or leant 
how all the pieces work 
together. This is a triumph 
of the second.” According 
to the citation, the three men 
discovered a new form of 
"quantum fluid" — fluids 
such as liquid helium that 
have certain properties in 
common, such as superflu- 
idity. 

What makes these fluids 
important for researchers is 
that they can reveal more 
about the inner structure 
and dynamics of matter. 

It is "yet another break- 
through in our understand- 
ing of quantum physics and 
to the development of new 
theoretical concepts of sig- 
nificance in many branches 
of modem physics.” the 
academy said. 


Mansour Shayegan. a col- 
league of Tsui’s at 
Princeton, said all three 
“have done wonderful 
work.” 

"They have essentially 
discovered a new state of 
condensed matier." he said. 

Mats Jonson, a physics 
professor at Sweden's 
respected Chalmers 

Institute of Technology, said 
the laureates' work could be 
important in the develop- 
ment of smaller electronic 
components and could lead 
to improving computer 
memories by manipulating 
electrons in this altered 
state. 

The development of 
microelectronics has 
allowed other researchers ro 
confirm the work's validity 
in experiments the academy 
likened to "measuring the 
sound of individual hail- 
stones during a hailstorm." 

The trio’s work built on 
experiments performed by 
German physicist Klaus von 
Kiltzing, who won the 
Nobel Prize in physics in 
1985. 

Tsui. 59, was bom in 
Henan, China, in 1939. He 
came to the United States in 
1958 to arrend Augustana 


College in Rock Island. 
Illinois. He received his 
doctorate in physics from 
the University of Chicago 
and was appointed a profes- 
sor at Princeton in 1982. 

Stoermer received his 
doctorate in physics from 
Stuggart University. He 
joined Columbia this year 
after supervising the 
Physical Research 

Laboratory at Bell 
Laboratories since 1992. 

Last year’s physics laure- 
ates, Claude Cohen- 
Tannoudji of France and 
William Phillips and Steven 
Chu of the United States, 
were honoured for develop- 
ing ways of trapping atoms 
of gas and cooling them to 
within a millionth of a 
degree of absolute zero. 

The work led to develop- 
ing extraordinarily accurate 
atomic clocks. 

All Nobel prizes are 
announced in Stockholm, 
except for the peace prize 
which is given in Oslo. 
Norway. The prizes are pre- 
sented on Dec. 10. the 
anniversary of the death of 
Alfred Nobel, the Swedish 
industrialist and inventor of 
dynamite who established 
the prizes in his will. 


Indian entrepreneur wins World Food Prize 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
U.S.-based foundation 
announced Tuesday it had 
awarded the 1998 World 
Food Prize to an Indian 
entrepreneur for helping 
develop the role of private 
enterprise in Indian agricul- 
ture. 

The prestigious 5250,000 
prize, awarded to B.R. 
Barwale, was to be formally 
announced Tuesday. It is 
awarded yearly by the Iowa- 
based World Food Prize 
Foundation to people who 
improve world food supply. 

Last year’s award went to 


two American scientists in 
Texas and California for their 
work in developing new 
pest-control programmes. 

Barwale is founder and 
chairman of Maharashtra 
Hybrid Seeds Company, also 
known as Mahyco. and was 
specifically honoured for 
developing private enterprise 
in India's agricultural sector, 
the foundation said. 

"B.R. Barwale has dedicat- 
ed his life to improving agri- 
cultural productivity in 
India," said John Ruan, 
founder of the World Food 
Prize, in a statement. • • 


"His vision to see the pri- 
vate sector cake the lead in 
India’s seed industry has lit- 
erally transformed the coun- 
try’s food production system. 
His achievements serve as a 
great example to other devel- 
oping nations striving to 
become food self-sufficient." 

Barwale oversees an opera- 
tion lhar produces and mar- 
kets more than 300 hybrid 
varieties of rice, wheat, com, 
sorghum, pulses, oilseeds 
and vegetables. 

-Jalna-based Mahyco oper- 
ates 16 production centres in 
s&VenTiidian states and com- 


prises more than 2.500 deal- 
ers, 23 sales offices, and a 
research and development 
centre. 

The World Food Prize was 
conceived by 1970 Nobel 
Peace laureate Norman 
Borlaug and launched in 
1986. 

Previous laureates include: 
M.S. Swaminathan. architect 
of India's “Green 
Revolution" in 1987; He 
Kang, former Chinese agri- 
culture minister in 1993; and 
Mohammad Yunus, founder 
of Bangladesh’s Grameen 
Bank in 1994. 


Lawyers contest refusal of bail to Malaysian dissident 


KUALA LUMPUR, 
Malaysia (AP) — Lawyers 
for arrested dissident leader 
Anwar Ibrahim Filed an 
appeal Tuesday challenging 
a court's refusal of bail, as 
Malaysia told foreign 
nations not to interfere with 
Anwar’s forthcoming trial. 

No date has been fixed for 
hearing the appeal. A high 
court judge had refused bail 
when Anwar, the former 
deputy prime minister, was 
arraigned Ocl 5 on 10 
counts of corruption and 
illegal homosexual acts. 
Anwar pleaded innocent to 
all charges . 

Meanwhile, Malaysian 
Foreign Minister Abdullah 
Badawi denounced what he 
called attempts by foreign 
nations to interfere in 
Anwar’s trial, which has 
been set for Nov. 2, newspa- 
pers said. 

“This is one example of 
interference we cannot 
accept,’’ Abdullah said in 
comments to local reporters 


Monday evening. 

He was referring to a 
report that a man claiming 
to be a U.S. senator had 
made a phone call last week 
to Justice Augustine Paul, 
the high court judge con- 
ducting Anwar’s trial, the 
newspaper New Straits 
Times said. 

The caller told the judge 
that justice must be seen to 
be done, the daily said, and 
the judge reported the call to 
police. 

Such a call is "tantamount 
to interference as though we 
do not understand the law 
and are unable to enforce 
the law well," Abdullah 
said. 

No other details were 
available about the reported 
phone cali. 

Malaysia has repeated 
assurances that Anwar, who 
challenged Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad’s 17- 
year reign, will be given a 
fair trial. 

However, a group of 


British lawyers, represent- 
ing Justice International, a 
human rights group, said 
they will watch the trial to 
check whether it is fair. 

"We feel that if there is ro 
be a fair and open trial in the 
case of Anwar, the presence 
of observers at the trial is 
imperative,'’ said Sayyad 
Mohycddeen, a London- 
based lawyer in the group. 

“We have informed the 
chief justice and the attor- 
ney general of our intention 
to participate at the forth- 
coming trial as observers,” 
he said. 

Anwar, a former heir- 
apparent to Mahathir, was 
fired Sept. 2, accused of 
being morally unfit to lead. 
The two had differed over 
economic policy, and Anwar 
has said Mahathir feared the 
deputy was a threat to his 
office. 

Anwar was arrested on 
Sept. 20 and brought to a 
court nine days later, badly 
bruised and with a black 


eye. He said police had 
beaten him until he fell 
unconscious on his first 
night of captivity. 

His lawyers have repeal- 
ed! y complained that they 
were being harassed by 
police and even interrogated 
about their role as defence 
attorneys. Until last week, 
lawyers were denied access 
to Anwar, who is locked in a 
cell at Kuala Lumpur’s 
police headquarters. 

Meanwhile, opposition 
groups stepped up protests 
Tuesday denouncing the 
harsh Internal Security Act, 
following the arrest Monday 
of a vocal, anti-government 
Muslim activist. 

Mohamed Hatta 

Shaharorn, vice president of 
the Malaysian Reform 
Society, said the arrest of 
the group’s president, Shaari 
Sungib, had only resulted in 
"firing up" members’ spirits 
and the group would "dou- 
ble their effort in reforma- 
tion." 


The society is an active 
member in two newly 
formed anti-government 
coalitions. Shaari was the 
18th person seen as aligned 
with Anwar to be arrested 
under the act, which allows 
jail without trial. All but 
five, including Anwar, have 
been released. 

The Coalition for People’s 
Democracy, one of the two 
new coalitions, urged 
Malaysians to wear white 
ribbons every day to show 
their longing for justice. 

“It’s small ribbon but it 
sends a powerful message,” 
said the chairman of the 
coalition, Tian Chua, about 
the ■ 7.6-centimetre ribbon 
with an attached pin. 

’This shows that the peo- 
ple of Malaysia have not 
been frightened by the cul- 
ture of tyranny and oppres- 
sion imposed by Dr. 
Mahathir’s government," he 
said, adding that the ribbons 
would be handed out nation- 
wide. 


Indian coalition 
faces new threats 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — ■ 
India's ruling coalition was 
denounced Tuesday by a 
regional ally for its "dismal 
performance” since assuming 
power six months ago. 

The Haryana Lok Dal 
CHLD, Haryana Masses Party) 
said it had supported die 
Hindu nationalist-led govern- 
ment in the hope that Prime 
Munster Aral Behan Vajpayee 
would prove a good adminis- 
trator. 

But HLD leader Om 
Prakash Chau tala said his 
party’s faith had been mis- 
placed. “People's expectations 
and aspirations have been 
belied by the dismal perfor- 
mance of the government,” the 
Press Trust of India quoted 
him as saying. 

h was the most strident 
attack yet on the government 
by the HLD. which wields 


considerable influence in the 
northern state of Haryana 
although if has only four seats 
in the 545 -member parliament. 

Vajpayee’s multi-party coali- 
tion survives with the backing 
of several small groups, mak- 
ing it a fragile alliance in 
which minor allies wield great 
clouL 

Monday the PMK party, also 
with four parliament members, 
threatened to withdraw from 
the government if Vajpayee 
bowed to pressure from anoth- 
er coalition partner to replace a 
cabinet minister. 

Infighting over the allocation 
of ministerial portfolios forced 
Vajpayee unexpectedly io 
postpone a scheduled cabinet 
expansion last week. 

The unending feuds prompt- 
ed an opposition leader to 
wam Tuesday of "changes in 
the national political scenario” 


following elections for local 
governments in four states 
next month. 

Mulhuvel Karunanidhi said 
in the southern city of Madras 
that the Hindu nationalist-led 
coalition had failed to deliver 
political stability. "Instability 
is the hallmark of the Vajpayee 
government,’’ he said. 

The upcoming elections in 
New Delhi and three states 
will be the first popularity test 
for the Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP, 
Indian People’s Party) which 
heads the coalition. 

Analysts warn that a BJP 
defeat could push the main 
' opposition Congress party to 
try and set up an alternative 
government with the help of 
smaller parties. 

The Congress is the second 
largest group in parliament 
after the BJP. 


Indonesia murder spree 
spreads to Central Java 


Rebels say they are advancing 
after capturing Kindu 


JAKARTA (R) — A series of 
killings of more than 100 
Indonesian Muslim clerics and 
alleged black magic practi- 
tioners has spread to the 
province of Central Java from 
neighbouring East Java, local 
newspapers reported Tuesday. 

An Islamic teacher, 
Rachmandi, was strangled and 
beaten to death by a mob at a 
mosque in the Central Java 
town of Dcrrnik Sunday, the 
Republika reported. 

"The whole town killed 
Rachmandi because he is a 
black magician. If you want, 
you should detain all of us," 
shouted a woman in front of 
Demak’s police headquarters 
after three suspects were 
detained, the newspaper said. 

The detention of the three 
angered residents and a crowd 
of 500 surrounded the head- 
quarters, demanding that the 
suspects be released, reported 


Republika. The crowd later 
dispersed peacefully, it said. 

Killers dressed in blade have 
gone on a murder spree in 
recent months in and around 
the East Java towns of 
Banyuwangi and Jemben 

The victims, mostly Muslim 
derics or alleged practitioners 
of black magic, have often 
been chopped into pieces. The 
bodies of some of the victims 
have been tied into bundles 
and hung from trees, while 
others have beat thrown into 
mosques. 

In East Java Monday, two 
men were killed in die town of 
Jember and another two in tire 
town of Jompang, newspapers 
said. 

The latest killings raise the 
official death toll to 109. 

The military has been criti- 
cised by residents and reli- 
gious leaders for being slow to 
investigate the killings. 


KINDU, DR Congo (AFP) 
— Rebels in the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) said 
Tuesday they were 
advancing towards the 
mineral-rich province of 
Katanga in the southeast 
after capturing the govern- 
ment’s eastern military 
headquarters at Kindu. 

The insurgents are now 
in control of the town of 
Samba, 225 kilometres 
south of Kindu, which is 
the capital of the east-cen- 
tral province of Maniema. 
a rebel officer told AFP. 

The insurgents said their 
next major objective was 
Lubumbashi, the second 
biggest city in the DRC 
and the capital of Katanga, 
President Laurent Kabila's 
borne province. It contains 
massive deposits of cop- 
per, cobalt and zinc. 

The rebels are also pur- 
suing 9,000 loyalist troops 
who fled Kindu Monday 
after a week-long battle 
and are beading southwest 
toward the diamond-rich 
Kasai provinces, the offi- 
cer sard. 

All fighting had halted 
Tuesday in Kindu, 1,200 
kilometres east of 
Kinshasa. 

“We recovered a lot of 
materiel and munitions," 
said Commander Louis 
Ngizo Siatilo, the chief of 
the insurgent contingent 
from rebel-held Kisangani 
in the northeast, the third 
biggest city in this huge 
central African nation. 

Other rebel troops 
marched 350 kilometres to 
Kindu from Bukavu, the 
capital of South Kivu 
province in the far east, on 
the border with Burundi. 

Rebel officer Willy Kola 
Mdomanuelle put the 
number of rebel troops 
who fought for Kindu ai 
9,000, matching the 
strength of the defenders. 

Ngizo Siatilo said the 
artillery exchanges had 
been extremely violent. 


The forces loyal to 
Kabila had both light and 
heavy artillery weapons in 
Kindu. and reconnais- 
sance planes, but the 
rebels found no fighter- 
bombers at the airport 
here when they won con- 
trol of Kindu Monday 
evening. 

Ngizo Siatilo said the 
loyalist Congolese Armed 
Forces (FAC) in Kindu 
were supported by a 
1,500-strong battalion of 
Sudanese government 
troops and Ugandan rebels 
who support a son of oust- 
ed Ugandan dictator Idi 
Amin. Khartoum contin- 
ues to deny it h3s sent 
troops to support Kabila. 

On the right bank of the 
Congo River, which cuts 
Kindu in two, warehouses 
have been holed by shells, 
and the ground is littered 
with cartridges from AK- 
47 assault rifles. 

"This was a battlefield," 
Ngizo Siatilo said. “The 
FAC were facing our 
troops, who were advanc- 
ing, and had their backs to 
the river. They resisted, 
and we really fought. 

"This was the first time 
since we launched our rev- 
olution (on Aug. 2) that 
we had encountered real 
resistance." 

The insurgents’ military 
chiefs say casualties in the 
battle for Kindu, launched 
on Oct. 5. were "high," 
but maintain they tried to 
minimise loss of civilian 
lives by refraining from 
shelling residential neigh- 
bourhoods. 

A senior military officer 
in Kinshasa acknowledged 
Tuesday morning that the 
loyalist forces had "fallen 
back in good order” from 
Kindu. 

The insurgents, spear- 
headed by Tutsis, 
launched their rebellion 
against Kabila in the east 
of the DRC after pro- 
pelling him to power in his 
own 1996-97 revolution 


against the late Mobutu 
Sese Seko but then falling 
out with him. accusing of 
fomenting tribalism, mas- 
sacres of Tutsis, and dicta- 
torship. 

Loyalist forces aided by 
troops from Angola, 
Zimbabwe and Namibia 
repulsed a rebel attack on 
Kinshasa and the Congo 
River corridor southwest 
of the capital in August. 

Chad has since seni a 
battalion to aid Kabila, 
who accuses Uganda and 
Rwanda of sending troops 
to Fight alongside the 
rebels. 

Uganda says its troops 
are battling Ugandan 
rebels with rear bases in 
the east of the DRC. 
Rwanda continues to deny 
that its troops crossed the 
border. 

The insurgents captured 
at least 400 loyalist sol- 
diers at Kindu who are 
being housed in the former 
governor's residence. 

They also found two 1 5- 
y ear-old girls who said 
they had been kidnapped 
by loyalist troops, a rebel 
officer told AFP. 

The rebels say the gov- 
ernment troops killed the 
governor and his wife and 
executed the commander 
of the Congolese Armed 
Forces’ 226th Brigade for 
“communicating with the 
enemy." 

In Nairobi, meanwhile, 
the World Vision aid 
agency said it had started 
to rescue thousands of 
Sudanese refugees strand- 
ed on the DRC’s north- 
eastern border. 

Some 500 people, 
including pregnant 
women, the elderly and 
sick refugees were picked 
up Sunday and taken to 
. the southern Sudanese 
town of Yambio, it said in 
a statement. 

The statement said the 
refugees had been 
attacked by Kabila’s 
forces and villagers. 
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Example of 
resolve 

AS MUCH as it may be commendable that 
the NATO countries succeeded in forcing 
Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic to 
accept to comply with the recent U.N. 
Security Council resolution on Kosovo, the 
question that rings loudest is why NATO 
took so long to act, Serb forces have been 
roaming free in Kosovo for the past few 
months, killing innocent Albanians without 
NATO forces so much as lifting a finger 
against the Serb forces. No one would want 
to belittle the impact of NATO’s threat to 
use force on the apparent success of the 
diplomacy undertaken by U.S. envoy 
Richard Holbrooke. Despite his tireless 
efforts, Holbrooke would not have succeed- 
ed in his shuttle diplomacy had NATO not 
moved its military might within striking 
distance of Belgrade. 

It was obvious right from the start that 
President Milosevic was not likely to heed to 
reason without the manifestation of clear- 
cut military preparedness to use force. Why 
then wait until his forces commit more 
crimes before assembling 430 warplanes to 
hit Serb military bases? It was last week’s 
shocking revelation that innocent ethnic 
Albanians were butchered that provided the 
impetus for a real show of force by NATO. 
Belgrade never thought that NATO coun- 
tries could ever get their act together 
against it as indeed was the case for the first 
few years of the Bosnian conflict Only 
when NATO was poised to strike did 
Belgrade agree to make a deal. That is why 
we would have hoped that NATO military 
preparedness that won it much internation- 
al acclaim had been set into motion sooner 
than later to avoid the example of Bosnia. 

Still, NATO's determination and will 
deserve the international community’s com- 
mendation and appreciation. Now, thanks 
to NATO, and NATO alone, Serb forces will 
have to withdraw from Kosovo, accept 
international supervision and yield to the 
demands of Albanians for greater autono- 
my. We would also like to see Serb war 
criminals apprehended and prosecuted in 
order to give a lesson to all would-be war 
criminals in the future that no amount of 
defiance would absolve them from account- 
ability'. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A! RaTs Fahed Fanek criticised certain Jordanian 
economists, who think that the country's open market 
policy has been the cause of an economic depression, 
saying they “live outside history," and are not aware of 
the Kingdom's reality; its- situation and relations with 
the world. Those economists, the writer said, should 
know that Jordan has signed a partnership agreement 
with the European Union, which would create a free 
zone between the Kingdom and 15 industrial countries. 
They should know that Jordan has achieved an 
advanced stage of negotiations to join the World Trade 
Organisation that would cancel customer restrictions 
and allow local markets to trade with the world. Such 
economists should observe that the country has signed 
the Arab Trade Organisation convention that would 
decrease customer charges by 10 per cent per year, said 
Fanek. 

Ai Dustours Jehad Momani said if the government 
insists on implementing the draft law which punishes 
ownership of machine guns with the death penalty, the 
Lower House should study the draft law carefully, 
because it will affect half of Jordan's population, espe- 
cially in rural areas and the badia. He agreed that such 
a law is important, but he asked why the government is 
trying to issue this precise law at a time when there are 
many crimes that have been committed by knives and 
daggers? The writer hoped that the decision would not 
impose regulations which would infringe on 
Jordanians' rights on their land. The upcoming law has 
to move the country to a level where people do not have 
to use weapons to protect themselves, and Momani 
urged the government to abolish the tradition of letting 
of firearms at weddings in order to prepare Jordanians 
for the 2 1 st century. 


The meanest and dirtiest campaign 


NBN YORK State will be the scene of this year’s mean- 
est and ugliest Senate race. Republican Senator AI 
[TAmato, long known for his ruthless campaign tactics, 
has met his match. This year’s Democratic nominee is 
congressman Charles Schuner, an equally fierce poeti- 
cal attacker. 

Both candidates have already raised staggering amounts of 
money. D' Amato has almost 525 mini on to his credit, while 
Schumer has raised almost $15 million. By election day, November 
3rd, they will each raise and spend even more, making this race 
I998's most expensive Senate contest Most of the money will be 
used to buy negative attack television ads. 

Although the real flood of ads will come. in the election's final 
weeks, already New York voters are seeing the direction the cam- 
paign will take. The day after winning the Democratic primary, 
Schumer was subjected to a state- wide blitz of D' Amato arrack ark 
The Republican Senator's top political strategist is none other than 
Arthur Fmkkstein — a strange conservative operative who was 
one of Benyamin Netanyahu's top advisors during his 1996 cam- 
paign. In line with FmJdestein’s usual tactics, the D’ Amato ads 
attack Schumer as a big government big spending liberal 

Schumer has responded with attxks ofhis own calling D' Amato 
a crass politician ‘'who has lied fix too long" and criticising die 
Senator's opposition to gun control and environmental protection. 

While bodi candidates are equally tough campaigners and share 
a propensity to seek the political limelight in an effort to pander to 
voters (one Democrat even criticised Schumer saying, “the shortest 
distance between two points is Charles Schumer and a TV cam- 
era"), they are politically quite Schumer is a liberal with a 

strong record on gun control, hanking reform and environmental 
protection. 

D" Amato is a fiscal conservative who is proud of his record of 
constituent services. This has earned him the derisive nickname 
“Senator pothole," referring to his commitraeiir to use his office to 
solve even the smallest of problems feeing his constituents: This 
record has also helped secure D' Amato the endorsement of a num- 
ber of leading Democratic politicians. 

While opponents on most issues, the two candidates largely agree 
on bow they approach Middle East issues. Both D' Amato and 
Schumer are strident supporters of the anti-peace Likud govern- 
ment of Israel. This fact has led one prominent New Vrak rabbi to 
note that whoever wins the elections “the Jewish community can't 


lose. It’s a win-win situation.” Because almost 20 per cent of New 
York State's voters will be Jewish, including the hardrline Orthodox 
of New York Gty, New York politicians take the most pro-laael 
positions of any in the United States. 

Both D’ Amato and Schumer were, for example, strong support- 
ers of the cong ressional resolution to move die U.S. embassy to 
Jerusalem, and both historically have opposed U.S. anus sates to 
Arab countries- Both candidates strongly criticised President 
Clinton for what they perceived as adraimstrarion pressure on the 
Netanyahu government and both criticised Mis. C li nto n's com- 
ments favouring a Palestinian Stas. 

In response to tire First Lady’s May 1998 co mme n ts . D’ Amato 
stared . “It is clear the ntrimanim issued by the President to Israel 
and Hillary Clinton's statements, inriinare. that the Ginton-Gote 
administration has chosen to align itself with the Palestinians and 
Yasser Arafat against the people of IsraeL” Not to be outdone, 
Schumer countered, “When voices in the White House say there 
ought to be a Palestinian state before there are gu ara nt ees of securi- 
ty, they do not set the peace process forward." The rote of the First 
Lady became a campaign issue recently when as part of bar nation- 
al tour to support Democratic cancfidates, she campaigned with 
Schumer in New York. Her appearance set off a round of protests 
from some Jewish leaders and from Republicans who sought to 
exploit the visit to take Jewish support away from Schumen 

Matt Brooks, the director of the National Jewish Coalition, a 
Republican organisation stated, “This is hypocritical and political 
prostitution in its basest form. In compromising fee ideals he cares 
about for the sake of political gain. Chuck Schumer is demonstrat- 
ing why people don’t like politicians." D’ Amato did not directly 
enter the fray, but noted that, “No Senator has done more than AI 
D‘ Amato to fight Palestinian terrorism or to ensure that Israel alone 
makes decisions about its security needs.” Through a spokesperson, 
Schumer sought to establish his record by stating that he had long 
opposed a Palestinian state stating, ‘How can we have a Palestinian 
state, when fee Palestinian charter still calls for Israel’s destruc- 
tion?" In fact to malm his position clera, Sdmmerhas recently writ- 
ten to President Clinton demanding that the administration go on 
record publicly opposing the establishment of a P alestinian state. 

Another issue on which boh D’ Amato and Schumer agree is 
their opposition to any r a pp rochement wife Iran. D' Amato has 
recently adopted die case of the family of Afissa Flatiow, an 
American Jewish wo man who was kilted in a bombing stack in 
Gaza. The family has aigued feat linn is fee sponsor of Hamas that 
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mentef $247-5 rnfflion. The court has ordered feat Iranian asse&jp 
the United Stales be turned over to the family in com pensati on for 
the loss of their daughter; but the Clinton adminis tration has 
opposed this judgement as a matter of law and polity 

D’ Amato has the lead in opposing the adm i nisu atioo po&- 

tion on the Flatiow case. Schumer has joined him in this sayfag, 
‘TTie U.S. government should stop blocking fee sale of Iranian 
assets and the Flatow fianily deserves compensation for their loss." 
In past campaigns D’ Amato has received as much as 40percect of 
fee Jewish vote. Tins is high for any Republican since the majority 
of Amsaican Jews are Democrats who support a liberal social agm- 
da. 

Current polls show D’ Amato winning only 25 to 33 per cat of 
the Jewish vote tins year, wife Schumer, who is Jewish, winning 
about 70 per cent. ■ 

This has caused D’ Amato to work even harder and to take even 
more strident stands to pander fix votes. He wears yamadkes at 
Jewish eveiks and has mack a big campaign issue ofhis fea tfas b ip 
in the fight to secure $1.25 bflbco fix Swiss banks fix Jewish sur- 
vivors of the Holocaust; 

In fee face of all of this, it should not be surprising that New 
Yak’s Arab American votes have shown little interest: in this cam- i 
paign White there are almost 200,000 Arab Americans in New , 
Vnrif Thw fflimh fflsare less than 10 per cent of the much mere sub- | 
gfanrifli and powerful Jewish community. It is interesting to note, , 
however; that wife New York out of the picture, in the rest of the ( 
United States the numb er of Arab Americans and American Jews | 
are roughly the same. 

In any c ay, in New Yak, Arab Americans are ali en a te d from 
both Schumer and D’ Amato. Too often in fee past they have felt 1 
victimised by the rhetoric and behaviour erf both candidates. 
Therefore, despite their political leanings or party a ffi l i ations, fee 


One Arab American observer boned that fee only good tiling he 
could see in fee race was that “when it is over; one of fee two will 
be finidwri in politics.’’ At this point, fee race is quite close. Some 
polls are showing Schumer ahead by a few points while a few otfa- 
as are showing D’Amato with a slight lead. What tins means is that 
tite campaign will remain ugly and expensive and full of crass polit- 
ical pandering. 


‘A new dialogue with Islam 


Follcwing is a speech by die foreign secretary of the 
UK Robin Cook, to die Ismaili Centre. London. 

I AM very glad to haw the chance to visit tie Ismaili 
community. and your magnificent centre. It is a master- 
piece of Islamic architecture, and it is the most wooder- 
ful reminder in the very heart of London feat fee roots 
of our culture are notjuk Greek or Roman in origin, bur 
Islamic as wdL Islamic ait, science and philosophy 
have helped to shape who we are and how we think. 
Islamic numerals have shaped how we count. 

The debt oar culture owes to Islam is something the 
West would do well to remember, as we develop our 
relations wife the Islamic Wodd Because we have 
grown too far apart We have kt misunderstanding and 
mistrust develop between the West and Mam. 

We cannot aflbrd to let tins misunderstanding contin- 
ue. Not just because it is wrong that two great cultures 
should misjudge each other so sadly. But also because 
in the modem world, we have no choice tail to live and 
wok together. The challenges we face are glohal chal- 
lenges. Globa] wanning wfll affect fee Middle East as 
much as it will affect Europe. Young people in Tehran 
or Cairo are victims of the drugs trade just like young 
people in London or Edinburgh. Instability in the 
MkkJeEastisacoocOTiU3Europe,asfeeregkjn , srKar- 
est neighbour, just as it is a concern to fee Islamic com- 
munity. We can work together, and we will all win. Or 
we can let the mistrust remain, and we will all lose. 

Some have said that the West needs an enemy, and 
feat wife fee cold war over Islam will take fee place of 
fee old Soviet Union. They say that there wifl be a 
‘Clash of the Civilisations." They say it is inevitable. I 
say they are wrong — profoundly wrong. Ear from 
needing Islam as an enemy, we cannot afford to have 
Islam as anything but a friend. We may have different 
cultures and different religions, but fear does not mean 
we can never get along. 

So we need to work to make sure feat tins prophecy 
does uot become self-fulfilling. Tbe Holy Koran says: 

“O People! We created you from a single pair of a 
male and female and made you into nations and tribes, 
feat you may know each other, ait feat you may despise 
each other" [49:13]. 


Stand op for your rights! 


To the editor: 

FIRST OF all as a Jordanian who has 
property in what has become Israel I 
want to express my appreciation to 
the Jordan Tunes {‘'Property of 
Jordanians in Israel — a lingering 
issue" October 8-9) for having 
accented space to tins very iraportartt 
issue. 

There are thousands if not tens or 
hundreds of thousands of Jordanians 
who have kept the keys to their homes 
and deeds to their properties in their 
safety deposit boxes and under their 
pillow cases waiting fix tbe day that 
justice is served. 

What I found curious about fee oth- 
erwise straight forward report on the 
matter was the overwhelming number 
of unnamed officials, fanner officials, 
legal expens and other anonymous 
sources. 

With fee exception of His 
Excellency Dc. Marwan Masher, no 
ooe seems to have been ready to gom 
fee record as having defended 
Jordanian rights and poperty in wbar 
has become IsraeL 

Dr.MuashecasAnfeassad^ 
Kingdom to Tel Aviv was a constant 
source of pride and at the forefront of 
the effort to ascertain our rights. What 
is puzzling is fee lack of on-fee-recovd 
sources that made themselves avafl- 


In that spirit, we must wok together to improve our 
understanding of each other, to break down stereotypes 
and erase the mistrust. 

We see each other too much through fee dangerous 
prism of stereotype. Islam sees fee Wst as materialistic, 
lacking respect for fee spiritual anti-lslamic and deter- 
mined to use our liberal values as a way of undermining 
their societies. The Wes equates Islam wife fee actions 
of its most extreme adherents — loo much of the media 
presents Islam not as a rich and varied culture under- 
pinned one of ti» woiM's great religions, but as fee 

sum of terrorist bombings raid atrocities conducted by a 
few in its name. 

Both views are profoundly misplaced. The truth is 
that Osama Ben Laden is no more representative of 
Islam than tbe Omagh bombers are of the values of the 
West And far from having incompatible cultures, we 
have a great deal to leam from each otter. 

The West owes much to Islam. Islam laid the intel- 
lectual foundations for Jotge portions of Western civili- 
sation. Ron our numbers to our understanding of the 
stars, much of tie basis of cur civilisation is rooted in 
Islamic teaming 

One erf tbe biggest enure fee West could make would 
be to think fear Islamic culture is something alien. It is 
not Our cultures have intertwined throughout history. 
They intertwine today. And they must continue to do so. 
as our futures become more and more closely bound 
together 

Last week I told the Labour Party Conference that 
oik of the most fundamental challenges we face is how 
we can fashion a positive relationship with the Islamic 
Wfadd. It is one of the key questions on my mind as 
Foreign Secretary. 

I believe we are making progress. W: are one by one 
addressing sane of the major causes of difficulty 
between the West and the Islamic World. 

In New York a couple of weeks ago, I held talks with 
Dr. Kamal Khanazl fee foreign minister of Iran. They 
were rather different from tbe exchanges foal nonnahy 
pass between foreign ministers. Together, we gave rela- 
tions between Iran and Britain a fresh start 

Dr Kharruzi made dear that Salman Rushdie faces 
no threat sanctioned by the Iranian government Tbe 


implications go much wider It means Britain and Iran 
wffi be able to work together on the common challenges 
tint face us both. Practical cooperation against the drugs 
trade will be stepped up. 

The European Lfnico will now be able to have a much 
more constructive relationship wife Iran. Our negotia- 
tion, on tbe Eli's b ehalf, wife tbe Americans in the 
spring defused the threat to trade between Europe and 
I^tytitelran/fafoyaSaKriaosAct. New opportunities 
for trade and investment will open up, in both direc- 
tions. 

We are making progress in ^tearing away the prob- 
lems. It Is now time to start birikfing fee understanding 
and trust we so urgently need. Today, I want to propose 
we begin a proper dialogue betwren Europe and the 
Islamic Wodd. It is time fee European Union and tbe 
Organisation of Islamic Conference started talking, at a 
high level about the maiy issues of common afleresi 
About the Balkans, the Middle East peace process, 
Afghanistan, terrorism, drugs, homan rights and tbe 
treatment of minorities. By talking, we can team to 
understand and trust one another: 

But such a dialogue camot be a dialogue just lor 
diplomats, or even for foreign secretaries. I have agrand 
thle and a big office, but I never lose sight of tbe farf feat 
wbaireaQy matters is fee peopte. And that fee idaioD- 
ships that really matter are the ones between our peo- 
ples. 

So the dktogue we must build between Europe and 
the Islamic Wodd most be between our peoples as well 
Our teachers need to talk. Our artists, and architects, and 
philosophers need to talk, and urgently. Because we 
have so much to gain from doing so. And so much to 
lose if week) not do so. 

There is much gang on already. Britain has several 
outstanding academic institutions doing excellent work 
in this field. There are private groups that are helping 
redress the balance. But we will not make tire progress 
we need until mainstream opinion farmers oo bofe skies 
— in the media, in education and elsewhere — start to 
smash the stereorypes and misguided attitudes that Ik at 
the heart of so much of the strife and polemic between 
our two cultures. 

The Foreign Office is doing its pat My colleague 


Derek Fatdren, the minister of state, holds regularhrief- 
ings wife leaders of Britain's Islamic commanity. We 
are sponsoring student exchanges, seminars and confer- 
ences designed to breakdown barriers. 

And tite Foreign Office is modernising so it can be 
genuinely effective in this area. U needs to become mote 
representative of all the richness anddiveisly that mod- 
em Britain has to offer, So we are encouraging bright 
young British Muslims, of all walks of life, to consider 
die diplomatic service as acareetTbey will finda ready 
welcome. For it will rally be wife fee active participa- 
tion andsappoit of dedicated British Muslims that w? 
will be able to claim we have property included fee 
Islamic dimension in ou r foreign policy. 

Britain has two advantages in our relations wife the 
Islamic Wodd. We have a millennium of shared history, 
not all of it easy. And we have a flourishing Islamic 
community. There are over trine hundred mosques in 
Britain. Muslim schools are now entitled to slate fund- 
ing and support. About a million and half British 
Muslims are making a major contribution to British 
society. 

They are playing a bigger and bigger part in the cul- 
tural, political and economic life of the country. Their 
entrepreneurial skills are helping to power the British 
economy. Their tradition erf learning is reflected in fee 
contribution they make to Britain's professions. Their 
cuisine has made a deep and lasting impression on 
British life. In the modem wodd, Britain will benefit 
increasingly from being a multi-cullural and multi-efe* 
nic society. 

And fear is why I am so pleased to be here today. The 
Ismaili community is a unique bridge to Islam- You are 
spread ont across tbe globe. You are strongly loyal to all 
the countries in which you live, and yet wherever yen 
are you hold fas to fee central values of your tradition 
— unity, seff-refiaox, and service. Tilm this budding, 
you fit in bamoniously and enrich wherever you ate 
and do so without diluting your unique identity. 

We have a hope: That the West and Islam can live 
togefeet, understand one another, leam from each other, 
trust each other. Thai we can be enriched by the other 
without losing our separate kientities. The Ismaili com- 
munity proves that this can be done. 



able to fee writer of this article. Wae 
they ashamed, afraid, (fid they want to 
be “discreet." or was it the decision of 
fee editors to leave out fee names of 
prominent citizens wbo spoke out in 
defence of citizens rights to reclaim 
their property? 

Whatever the reason, why should 
Israelis or their sore be inclined to 
grant retribution orfariliiate the nego- 
tiations on this important bilateral 
issue, if our own officials shy away 
firm malting public statements about 
fee matter? How can we, as 
Jordanians, be equal to our new part- 
ners in peace if we don't openly and 
proudly demand our ri ghts ? The aim 
of fee society ( referred to in the arti- 
cle as fee abseaee prapeny commit- 
tee) was to create awareness among 
Absentee landlords of fear rights and 
to document ami preserve whatever 
documents exist. These would assist 
in th: legal proceedings which wifi 
ultimately decide fee fate of the land 
and properties. This noa-gpverament 
society would also serve as an addi- 
tional source of su^xtrt to fee govem- 
ment’s efforts in fee negotiation 
process. 

The society could even be involved 
in the final stans talks and rmkecrat- 
tributions which the government, for 
reasons erf diplomacy and others, 
can't make. 

The Society still awaits legalisation, 
winch was postponed due to the hest- 


tation of some of the 30-odd membeis 
wbo initially showed interest. Tbe 
lackoffamiliaritywifettKdemocrat- 
ic processes among some of fee mem- 
bos held back the official registration 
of this society. 

Tbe stated policies of the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Fiayez AI 
Tarawneh should expedite tbe process 
of denxxratisatjoa encourage civil 
society organisations and pities of 
transparency. This combination of 
progressive policies will hopefully 
encourage fee registration of tins soci- 
ety as soon as possible. As a co-initia- 
tor of tins effort. T hereby issue tins 
open invitation to all Jordanians in the 
Kingdom and abroad who want to 
and can offer help towards this initia- 
tive, 

Mohammad Atiy eh 
Tel: 9626-4747424 
Fax:962-64748428 
E-Mail: ahmirouj@n^coin.jo 

On being a ‘real’ Serb 

To fee editor. 

PROBABLY I will sound more 


and disgusted by such props^anda 
which fats lasted for eight years. 

And what are the effects of such 
articles from those who control fee 


in CNN's public opinion poO more 
than 67 per cent of Americans cleady 
stated that they was opposed to any 
military intervention agatna 1 
Yugoslavia. At fee same time, Sky 
News public opimon poll showed that 
80 per oent of British people were 
against, and BBC’s poll that about 69 
per cent were opposed. 

There is growmg concern all over 
fee wodd regarfing miliary threats, 
nltinWums and possible bombard- 
ments of Yugoslavia- And, it is very 
easy to mswerwhy. Many nations are 


going to pose me question — arc we 
the next targets? 

It is getting harder and harder to 
persuade the wodd feat (beats and 
bombs are related to Ybgodavia, or 
Serbs, or Kosovo, xAlbffiians in that 
Yugoslav Province. 

There is growing awareness feat 


Wife respect to the article, I wodd 
like to pose the question if you can 
imag i ne an Arab writing s omething 
tike that about his nation or mother- 
land. 

Does anyone really believe that fee 
author of fee article is a Serb, despite 
the Serbian name. It is never had to 
find fee "right peopfcf in fee “tight 
place” — at least for a reasonable 
amount. 

I will not say anything about the 
S E ferttents in fee article, because it 

will not help. Bui ask thousands of fee 

Jordanians who have amj fed in 
Yugoslavia in previous decades. 

It should be mentioned feat arid® 
tike “On being a Serb" are pufcdisbed 
by magarinfs of canaries feat are 




no alternative except fra a political 
solution. 

Yugoslavia challenges anybody in 
fee wodd to produce fee smallest evi- 
dence that crimes in Kosovo have 


fcrimes have been done by Seri) an! 
Yugoslav authorities There is no 
faffiwrirarian catastrophe, nor ethnic 
cleansing in Kosovo or Metohija 

Finally, for months we have bees 
watching oo TV fee sane tractor aoi 
people on it as a proof for such 
“dams." Sometimes I ask myself if 
there is really anyone in thcwoU 
who still betieve those stories. Not 
only those related to Yugoslavia. 

We are still waiting to see how 


feat very fact, it is had to believe fear 
are objective and impartial isn’t 
il? 


pressure 


representatives 


a diplomat but befleve me I did not 
know whether to ay a to laugh after 
reading fee article ‘Tta bong a Serb" 
(October 12 k 

As a nation, we Yugoslavs are tired 


are rally related to fee (strategic, but 
tmfawwn) aims of world powers. 

I an not going to analyse fee pre- 
sera situ£k» in fee wodd, but one 
should take into consideration, for 
example, fee fiat feat Albania has 
seen no improvement On the con- 
trary, the stuatfon there is getting 
wow and worse every day. 


is clear that we fulfil all the points of 
UN. Security Council Resolution 
1199. There is DO UN. manriai* for 
any mffitaqr action 

Yugoslavia, ft is dear tba there is no 

legal ground for any militar y intra*- 
vaaion. nor can it ctiiki he jwtifwt 
(not even wife articles like “On being 
a Serb"). 


Rejwbfic of Yi^oslavia is convinced 

fejrffeereisnoaltemaiirebitin^oti- 
ations wifeoapreawfitions. Thac is 


Kosovo and Metohija to craKfemd 
(feeir) terrorism — winch is firirfy 
requested by the UN. Security 
Ownal Resolution 1199. - 

Or; maybe they are brutaDy keen » 

bombani Serbs to put pressure on fee 
^preservatives of Albanian pofiped 
parties from Kosovo and Metohija ® 
condemn terr orism. 

Hismry is repearingisett 

OfivffEoteDC*- 
Chief of man 



'•'Uf 
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By Stephen Moss 

TWO AITKACTtVE young women siarc 
expressionless, from poUce cars surrounded hJ 
die world’s press. One, Florence Rev was Imt 
week sent to prison for 20 years for her pan in a 

shoot-out that left five people dead. The other 
Vdrowque Herbert, is on trial with her boyfriend 
for the cold-blooded killing of a 16-year-old 

The symmetiy of the cases, taking place a 
week apart m Parisian courtrooms, is remark- 
able: Two students who. with their boyfriends 
went out looking to kill. Both have been held in 
the- same jail; they have met and are apparently 
on good lams. What France, and perhaps the 
world outside, now wants to know is; Are ihev 
Natural Boro Killers? ^ 

The factor connecting these cases, the key 
ingredient that ensured massive publicity, is that 
both have been linked to Oliver Stone’s 1994 
film of that name, famously so violent that 
Quentin Tarantino wanted his name removed 
from the credits. Stone had, his critics alleged, 
not just named a psychopathic type but actually 
fostered murder, influencing impressionable 
youths such as Rey to emulate the cool killers in 
Jzujnovie. 

In the Rey case, the link was hazy. Police had 
found publicity material for the film in the 
squalid flat shared by Rey, 19 at the time of the 
murders, and 23 -year-old Audry Maupin, who 
was killed in the shootout. The press latched on 


Natural born copy-cats 


to it and christened the pair “France's Natural 
Boro Killers.” The police released pictures of 
Rey — » arms folded, dressed in denim, staring 
straight to camera — that quickly came to adorn 
the T-shirts of young Parisians, sharing a kind of 
vicarious rebellion. The cycle was complete; 
Real life had become pan of the merchandising 
of murder. 

With VAonique Herbert, the connection is 
more explicit. Indeed, she has cited the movie as 
pan or her defence. Herbert, 20. and her 
boyfriend S£bustien Puindavoine, 19. allegedly 
lured their victim. Abdeladim Gahbiehe. to his 
death with a “diabolicaT 1 trap that involved Che 
young woman offering to sleep with him. Gah- 
biche, 16, and Herbert stripped: then, responding 
to a pre-arranged signal. Paindavoine stabbed 
Gahbiehe in the back and neck. Herbert used a 
second knife to stab him in the stomach. When 
he was dead they buried him in the garden of 
Paindavoine ’s house and fled. They were arrest- 
ed three days later. 

Heibeit’s explanation of why she joined in the 
stabbing was bizarre: M I just didn’t want 
Sebaslien to do it all alone. A murder, that’s 
something which turns your life upside down, 
and l didn't want him to live that alone.” She 
says there was no motive and puts much of the 
blame on the movie; ’The film coincided with 
my state of mind. Maybe 1 muddled up dream 
and reality. I wanted to eliminate someone, as if 
by magic... The idea of killing invaded me.” 


Stone's film has been dogged by controversy 
since its release, and linked to at least a dozen 
murders. It causal a furious spat between Stone 
and thriller writer John Grisham, who argued 
that Stone and Warner Bros should be held 
accountable. It has been a political hot potato for 
the British Board of Film Censors, which post- 
poned the film's video release after the Dun- 
blane massacre. Now, it will forever be linked in 
France with these two cases. The pro-censorship 
lobby cite the film as conclusive evidence that 
screen violence is rapidly translated into street 
violence — that (he image can become the real- 
ity. 

Grisham’s interest was sparked by the murder 
in Mississippi of a friend. Bill Savage. The 
killers were teenage runaways from Oklahoma, 
Sarah Edmondson and Ben Danas. Sarah testi- 
fied that she and her accomplice had been high 
on LSD and had been inspired by multiple video 
viewing of Natural Bom Killers. They took a 
murderous trip across America which echoed 
that of Mickey and Mallory Knox, the young 
lovers played by Woody Harrelson and Juliette 
Lewis, who kill S2 people at random in Stone’s 
film. 

The Savage murder coincided with similar 
cases in Utah and Georgia, and Grisham came 
out publicly in support of a lawyer who attempt- 
ed to sue Stone and Warner Bros on be hall" of a 
client who had been shot by Edmondson and 
D arras in an attack on a convenience store. “The 


artist should be required to share the responsibil- 
ity along with die nut who pulled the trigger.” 
argued Grisham. 

Stone's reply was withering: “Has your father 
been brutalised? Sue Oedipus and call Hamlet as 
a witness. Do you hate your mother 1 ? Blame 
Medea and Joan Crawford. Has your lawyer- 
husband been unfaithful? Slap a summons on 
Grisham. After all, he wrote The Firm." 

Thai argument codified the whole debate 
about censorship and screen violence; it should 
be required reading for all those knee-jerk 
moralists eager to make a cheap point about a 
controversial movie. Grisham argued that Natur- 
al Born Killers was a special case because the 
violence took place in a “moral void,” that Mick- 
ey 1 and Mallory' never pay for or learn from their 
actions. Slone countered that his movie was a 
satire on the blood] ust of the media and Ameri- 
can society, and that it is society — not the artists 
who seek to reflect it — that should be held 
responsible. 

The argument refuses to go away, yet it never 
actually goes anywhere either. The row over 
Natural Born Kilters, given ftesh impetus by the 
ghoulish symmetry of the cases in Paris, focuses 
a debate that can be stretched 10 embrace many 
other movies, many other murders. Stanley 
Kubrick's A Clockwork Orange was linked by 
the police to a series of rapes and beatings after 
its 1971 release. A judge declared it “an evil in 
itself and Kubrick withdrew the movie in the 


U.K. Child's Play 3, in which Chucky the doll is 
killed on a railway line, was linked to the mur- 
der in 1993 of James Bulger when a video of the 
film was found in die house of one of the perpe- 
trators. 

Those who call for censorship argue that such 
links are irrefutable: “All the evidence shows 
that these videos lead to a culture of violence and 
we need to stop it," said Alton when Natural 
Boro Killers came out. But where would you 
begin — and where would you end ? The Catch- 
er In The Rye. which encouraged Mari; Chap- 
man to assassinate John Lennon, would have to 
go. Ditto Taxi Driver, which inspired John 
Hinckley to shoot Ronald Reagan. Lolita, thai 
textbook for paedophilia, would clearly be unac- 
ceptable. And any thoughts of filming Bret Eas- 
ton Ellis’s American Psycho should be banished 
at once. 

Stone’s movie is gay. unmediated. vapid and 
amoral, but whether it is really responsible for 
all the deaths laid at its door Ls impossible to say. 
The killers in the Savage case were disaffected 
youths high on drugs and with easy access to 
guns; Florence Rey was under the spell of her 
lover; Herbert was a fantasist, a dangerous 
dreamer according to one psychiatrist. The film 
may be one piece in a grotesque jigsaw, but 
zoom in on that alone and the picture is lost. 


— The Guardian 


KGB shows off its 
past — arid present 


Global Village 




By Ahstatr Macdonald 

Reuters 

KGB. THE very letters send 
tingles down die spine of any- 
one who has lived in the later 
20 th century. 

The Committee for State 
Security, like the Soviet Union 
whose people it oppressed and 
whose interests it projected 
abroad in the cold war, is now 
consigned to history. Yet that 
history remains hazy to Rus- 
sians who suffered at its hands 
and to foreigners fairiiliar with 
die initials but little else. 

Oge-af the more shadowy 
lztamlgs , on Moscow's tourist 
nail gives an insight into how-' 
the organisation saw itself. It 
also demonstrates how far, 
though communism has come 
and gone, the KGB has, like a 
seasoned old spy, carried on in 
anew guise. 

The KGB may have ceased 
to exist in 1991: But die KGB 
museum — formally ^ The His- 
torical Demonstration .Room 
of the Federal Security Ser- 
vice — begins its trip down 
memory lane sane three cen- 
turies before the Bolshevik 
revolution of 1917 and takes 
die curious visitor beyond 
1991 and right up to the pre- 
sent day. 

In between, it provides fas- 
cinating glimpses of life in the 
shadows, from the false 
moustactie worn by a U.S. 
diplomat when be was arrest- 
ed as a CIA agent in the 1980s 
to a camera built into a wrist- 
watch and a pipe owned by 
British spy Kim Philby. 

Among the quaint cold war 
relics, however, there is an air 
of ccotmuny. Outside, 
founder Felix Dzerzhinsky's 
statue in front of the KGB 
budding on Lubyanka Square 
was among the first to be 
hauled down by Moscow 
crowds when the Soviet 
regime felL 

But inside, the goateed bust 
of the man whose Cheka 
secret police killed tens of 
thousands in the Red Tenor 
after the revolution still greets 
any visitors permitted — by 
appointment only — to enter 
the secret, service’s museum 
round the back. 

Simply penetrating the holy 
of holies of Soviet secrecy is, 
however, a sign that times 
have changed. Yuri Andropov, 
KGB head who rose to 
lead the Soviet Union, certain- 
ly did not have foreign tourists 
in mind when be opened the 
museum in 19S4. 

“At first, it was only open to 
our colleagues. Even our 
wives and children were not 
admitted,” the secret service 
colonel leading one recent 
tour told his Western audi- 
ence. 

. “We never imagined that 
one day we would be inviting 
foreigners — and even mem- 
bers of foreign special ser- 
vices!" Some exhibit have 
certainly changed since 
Andropov's day. 

The sword and shield — 
symbol of the KGB, the 


“sword and shield of the suue" 
— still adorn the walL But 
they now defend Russia's 
white, blue and red tricolour, 
not Lenin's red flag. 

The internal security organi- 
sation is now called the FSB 
(Federal Security Service). 
Foreign intelligence has been 
hived off as the SVR. And tire 
museum features photographs 
of Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, once a target of KGB 
suspicion, who thwarted the 
1991 hardline communist 
coup backed by the agency. 

The exhibition starts with 
woodcuts and accounts of the 
role of- intelligence and espi- • 
onage iti the daystifivafr fhe 1 ^ 
Terrible.- • * 

Alexander Chemyshiyov 
gets a special exhibit as the 
first great Russian spy for his 
role in infiltrating Napoleon’s 
camp as do the secret police of 
the last tsar. Nicholas Jl’s 
Okhrana (Guard) was hated 
by communists for repressing 
revolution. 

Its place in the museum, 
however, gives the impression 
that some at the KGB also felt 
the Okhrana merited inclusion 
on the roll of honour, defend- 
ing the state, whatever that 
state was. 

The state was not always 
kind to its secret servants. 

Dzerzhinsky, who justified 
any denrh* of the innocent as 
necessary to defend commu- 
nism, died mysteriously in 
1926. 

“He was well-educated and 
self-sacrificing to the cause of 
a better society,” the official 
guide tells visitors inspecting 
Dzerzhinsky s desk and a dis- 
play of the quasi-uniform of 
his dreaded Chekists — 
leather coat and cap, pistol on 
the hip. 

“Now we can say Dzerzhin- 
sky was mistaken," the guide 
adds. 

A display of past heads of 
die organisation tells its own 
stay. Of Dzerzhinsky’s suc- 
cessors at the agency later 
known as OGPU, NKVD and 
other rides before becoming 
the KGB in 1954, some lasted 
just weeks in the 1930s before 
being shot Some killings took 
place in cellars below the 
museum building. 

Genrikh Yagoda and Niko- 
lai Yezhov organised Stalin’s 
party purges, show trials and 
the Great Tenor that swept up 
millions, then joined their vic- 
tims with a bullet in the back 
of the head. 

Lavrenty Beria lasted 15 
years. But when Stalin died in 
1953, Beria too was shot and 
millions released from the 
gulag. 

In all, a museum plaque 
gates, some 20,000 security 
service personnel were 
repressed — shotorjailoJ — 
under Stalin. TTiat pales, how- 
ever; against die millions of 
others who suffsEd. 

“The special forces say their 
history is foil of hardships.” 
said Anya, a private tour guide 
for a party of Western tourists 
“But really their histoty is 


jast the history of our coun- 
try.” The museum celebrates 
spies as well as the secret 
police, recounting heroes in 
the war against Germany, 
such as those of the Red 
Orchestra network of commu- 
nists in Hitler's Berlin. 

Cold War curios add a touch 
of James Bond — a camera 
hidden in a cigarette lighter, a 
fountain pen that fires bullets 
and that dreadfully uncon- 
vincing CIA false moustache. 

KGB photographs snap 
Soviet traitors and Western 
diplomats passing notes 
stuffed into street lamps and 


n in the acu the fright- 
ened faces of arrested traitors 
facing execution contrast with 
the resignation of diplomats 
who, their covers blown, con- 
template an eaiiy trip home. 

Philby, the ‘Thiid Man” 
double agent who fled to 
Moscow in 1963 after a career 
passing secrets, donated his 
pipe and a copy of his mem- 
oirs affirming his commit- 
ment to communism. His later 
drink-filled disillusion with 
life in the USSR is not men- 
tioned 

Other spies, branded traitors 
in the West, are honoured. 

They include Britain’s 
George Blake, still living in 
Moscow, atom spy Klaus 
Fuchs and Rudolf Abel, 
whom Washington swapped 
for downed U2 spy pilot Gaiy 
Powers in 1962. Nearby lies a 
vial of poison Powers was 
supposedly meant to take to 
avoid capture. 

The lour does not end, how- 
ever. with tiie. photographs of 
Dzerzhinsky's statue being 
hauled down in 1991 and the 
KGB building daubed with 
graffiti reading "Svoboda!” 
(Freedom). 

The work goes on. A bottle 
of afteishavc holds liquid for 
developing invisible ink — 
used by a German agent in 
1994. 

Dozens of Western agents 
have been arrested in recent 
years. 

But there are signs, too, of 
cooperation with old adver- 
saries, such as a commenda- 
tion from the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
for battling the narcotics trade. 

The fight against civil vio- 
lence is also illustrated. There 
are bombs in soft drinks cans, 
a show of heavy weaponry 
used by Chechen guerrillas 
and a scrawled bomb threat 
written this year by angry fac- 
tory workers demanding 
months of bade wages. 

That note is a reminder as 
Russia descends into its latest 
crisis that it is to the Lubyanka 
that the rulers in the nearby 
Kremlin will again cone run- 
ning if public anger boils oven 

Other tilings, too, have not 
changed. 

"What's your name?* I ask 
our FSB guide after the tout; 

‘Tm sorry," he said. “I'm 
not at liberty to say." 


Kabul’s poorest hidden behind 
the all-enveloping burqa 


By Kathy Gannon 

AsstH'itiied Press 

CONCEALED IN giant swaths of 
blue cloth, a woman steps out of the 
shadows and whispers in accented 
English: “I am an educator. Do you 
have a job for me, not in Kabul, in 
the provinces?" The rancid smell of 
an open sewer hangs heavy in the 
mid-afternoon heat and the bark of 
stray dogs makes the whisper bar- 
ley audible. 

Another woman outside a blue- 
tiled mosque eyes a foreigner. 
Quickly she tucks her chin to Jier 
chest and stoops her shoulders try- 
ing it seems to bury herself deep 
inside her burqa. She steps forward 
her hand outstretched. 

“Pm not a beggar, but 1 have no 
choice. I need Food for my family,” 
says a voice from within. 

In the beleaguered capital ruled 
by Afghanistan’s hardline Taleban 
religious army, women have been 
on the receiving end of most of the 
militia's Islamic edicts. 

Women cannot work, girls do not 
go to school. Women are not 
allowed to leave their homes unless 
accompanied by a male relative. 
Taxi drivers routinely are beaten if 
their fare is a woman alone. 

Devastated by relentless fighting 


between rival Islamic factions, aid 
workers say an estimated 30,000 
widows are among the hardest hit 
by the Taleban *s rigid rules regard- 
ing women. 

Forced off 1 the job in 1996 when 
the Taleban took control of Kabul 
some women have resorted to beg- 
ging, others to sending (heir young 
children on to the street to scavenge 
and beg. The number of these so- 
called street children in Kabul, 
according to a survey by one aid 
group, is about 28,000. 

“There are a lot of widows in 
Afghanistan who have last their 
husbands, their bread winners, in 
the war. . . these women have to do 
something for their survival," said 
Huma Saeed, a member of a small, 
but vocal Afghan women’s group 
colled the Revolutionary Afghan 
Women’s Association. Their mem- 
bers, like Saeed, are mostly in 
neighbouring Pakistan. 

“They have lost the male mem- 
bers of their family and they them- 
selves cannot have a job,” says 
Saeed. “Begging is the only way." 

The Taleban defend their edicts in 
the name of Islam and remind its 
critics that the previous rulers of 
Kabul, led by ousted President 
Burhonuddin Rnbbani, destroyed 
the city in four years of bitter fac- 


tional fighting that killed 50,000 
people, many of them women and 
children. They say the streets were 
not safe from marauding bands of 
men who would steal and rape. 

Bnt for women it seems the Tale- 
ban's harsh edicts is taking a toll on 
their mental health. At Kabul’s only 
mental health hospital. Dr. Shaheen 
Shah Wasab, says since the Ihleban 
take-over the number of women 
patients is on the increase. 

Theirs is a small shabby ward. 
Even behind closed doors several 
women bury themselves in their 
burqa, lying listlessly on the bed. 
Some moan and roorback and 
forth. Others sqoar- -in'” a comer. 
Depression is their greatest enemy, 
says Wasah. 

“Some of them were students or 
teachers or worked in the govern- 
ment ," he said. “Now she is in her 
home. She has no picnics. She can’t 
go anywhere . . . anymore. Of 
course it affects her brain.” 

There have been reports, although 
not documented, that suicide 
among women in Afghanistan has 
increased dramatically in Kabul 
since the Taleban take-over. 

Wasah agreed, but said that sui- 
cide in Islamic Afghanistan is 
shameful and victims are buried 
quickly and quietly. 


“Many more women are coming 
to my hospital . . . they are suffering 
from depression." he said. “But 
many more are coming for medi- 
cine and going back home." 

But the medicine is running out, 
says Wasah. International aid work- 
ers. who have left Kabul to protest a 
Taleban order relocating them to 
abandoned school dormitories, 
were supplying Kabul’s only men- 
tal health hospital with its medi- 
cines. Another week and Wasah's 
stock of medicines will be gone. 

"Then I don’t know what I will 
do," he said. "Maybe f will take 
them and leave them outside the 
presidential palace." 

On the street outside the menial 
health hospital children scramble 
and jostle for a place in front of the 
World Food Programme bakeries 
that supply subsidised bread to 
some of Kabul’s poorest. Children, 
clutching their WFP slip — proof 
that they are in need — wrap the 
warm bread in their tattered scarves 
and trudge back home. 

Six-year-old Laila rubs her 
inflamed eye, squinting into the 
sun, as she explains that the bread 
and rice is the only food her family 
is likely to eat that day. 

“1 come every day . . . there are 
six of us in my family,” she says. 



Dubrovnik: The peaceful pearl of the Dalmatian 


By Gerd-Eckard Zehm 

-rrs NOT at all dangerous here now," 
says (he German tourist at the next table 
in the harbour cafe, and none of her 
companions disagree. 

Dubrovnik, the pearl of the Adriatic 
which was so badly afflicted by the hor- 
rors of the war in Yugoslavia, has 
regained its peace — and to a laige 
extent its former beauty. 

It was just over six years ago that (he 
awfiil pictures went round the world — 
flames leaping out of medieval palaces, 
a pall of smoke over the chy UNESCO 
had declared a world heritage site back 
in 1979. 


The people bombarding the city from 
the hills did -not care one iota for the 
city’s cultural heritage, nor indeed for 
the feet that there were no troops in 
Dubrovnik at the time. 

The dty was besieged from October 
1991 to the end of July 1992. TVvohun- 
dred civilians and 1 00 soldiers died, and 
by the time it was over scarcely a pub- 
lic building or church in the ok! city cen- 
tre had survived unscathed. 

Now. as you walk through the historic 
dty centre surrounded by mighty stone 
walls, what happened in the war seems 
just a nightmare from the distant past 
Restaurants and cafes have reopened, 
and classical concerts are staged in 


from of tiie rector’s palace. 

Only when you look more closely do 
you discover traces of the wan Some 
walls still bear the scars inflicted by 
shrapnel, and behind the facades of 
some braidings there is nothing but a 
yawning void. 

Above all when you walk round die 
top of the old dty walls you are struck 
by the extent to which the time-worn 
old roof tiles are interspersed with 
patches of bright, new red. 

Over $100 million has already been 
spent on restoring historic cultural mon- 
uments, a large proportion of it donated 
by file international community. The 
dty council reckons that it will cost four 


times as much again to repair the 
remaining damage, though it is hardly 
noticeable as you stroll through the city. 

Six years after the war, tourism has 
still nor properly picked up. Of the rity’s 
two dozen or so large betels, five have 
yet to reopen. The ruins of the splendid 
Imperial just outside die old dty centre 
are a reminder of the siege. 

Other huge hotels along the coast 
have stayed shut because as yet there 
are not enough tourists to keep them 
going. In 1990 the dty welcomed just 
under 300,000 foreign tourists. Last 
year it was fewer than 80,000. 


—DPA 
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IMF forecasts positive growth for 
battered Asian economies next year 



TreD i fc-RssMs 
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SINGAPORE (AFP) — The 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) forecast Tuesday that the 
financial turmoil in much of 
Asia will bottom out by the mid- 
dle of next year, amid warnings 
the region has to forgo the turbo- 
charged economic growth rates 
of the past 

IMF's Asia-Pacific director 
Hubert Neiss, speaking at an 
East Asian economic confer- 
ence organised here by the 
World Economic Forum, said 
the afflicted economies would 
emerge from recession by the 
second half of 1999. 

He also ruled out an “external 
stimulus’' from Japan in the 
“immediate future” that could 
aid the recovery of other bat- 
tered economies in the region 
despite Tokyo's feverish pace in 
recent days in tackling its bank- 
ing crisis. 

“Most (of the affected) 
economies will bottom our in 
the first half of next year and the 
economies will return to posi- 
tive growth in the second half,” 
Neiss predicted in a panel dis- 
cuss ion. 

He said the IMF could not be 
precise about the tinting of a 
recovery because that would 
depend on how effective gov- 
ernments polities were is tack- 
ling the multi-faceted problems 
afflicting their economies. 

Except for Singapore and the 
Philippines, Neiss said key 
Asian economies would be 
mired in negative economic 
growth this year as a result of 


the currency crisis sparked off in 
nrid-1997. 

Officials in the panel talks said 
apart from the political will 
required to tide over the crisis, 
political leaderships in Asia 
must also be willing to accept 
modest economic growth rates 
to ensure sustained progress. 

Prior to the crisis, Asia grew at 
an annual average of 10 percent 
over a 15-year period, over- 
whelming an infrastructure 
largely unprepared for such 
explosive growth. 

“We have been conditioned 
after a period of rapid growth 
that anything less than seven per 
cent (growth) is not acceptable. 
What really we must do is adjust 
our expectations to go for about 
five per cent and which can be 
sustained,” said Victor Fung, 
chairman of the Hong King 
Trade Development Council. 

The IMFs Neiss said the 
“first priority” of the Fund was 
to help pull out tire economies, 
particularly in South East Aria, 
from recession, adding that “any 
economic strategy is designed to 
do just than" 

The IMF has arranged bailout 
packages worth some $120 bil- 
lion for Thailand, Indonesia and 
South Korea since die regional 
currency contagion began with 
the float of the Thai baht in July 
last yean 

But the world body has been 
criticised fear imposing harsh 
austerity pro gram mes in return, 
including sky-high interest races 
which led to a credit crunch and 


plunged the economies deep 
into recession. 

Neiss said tire “most impor- 
tant thing" die IMF had learned 
from the Asian crisis was that it 
should be ready to adjust its 
polities when necessary. 

But he warned that recovery 
could be thwarted if govern- 
ments were not wilting to over- 
haul their weak policies and 
structures. 

Thai Deputy Prime minister 
Supachai Panitchpakdi told the 
panel that he noticed a global 
trend towards protectionism, 
including non-trade barriers, 
counterveiling duties and export 
subsidies amid Asia's economic 
problems, and warned this could 
spell more trouble ahead. 

Singapore's second trade and 
industry minister George Yeo 
said tire challenge of ecooontic 
governance in Asia was a politi- 
cal one and meant having to 
make very hard choices. 

“If we tty to rescue all those 
who are weak because they are 
politically important even the 
strong may perish,” he warned. 

Meanwhile, a top official 
from Britain's Coutts Bank said 
Asia is far from a turnaround in 
its dismal economic fortunes 
and investors should look to 
continental Europe in diversify- 
ing portfolios. 

“We’ve seen lots of concern 
about financial market stability, 
lots of intervention by regulators 
and monetary authorities in dif- 
ferent parts of the world,” said 
Andrew Hutton. Courts' director 


of investment management. 

‘In some cases, some of these 
are extraordinary times thereby 
justifying extraordinary meth- 
ods and actions,” he said. 

“We're confident that those 
actions will be implemented and 
carried out. But we’re not confi- 
dent that we're going to see a 
turnaround anywhere in the next 
few months.” Hutton said at a 
news briefing. 

Share prices in Asia may be 
cheap, but this was neither the 
time to sell, nor to buy. as there 
was no catalyst in sight to ensure 
a firm recovery in the battered 
region. 

‘There's a lot of work to be 
done to ensure the stability of 
the hanking systems in Asian 
economies.” he said. 

Hutton was in Singapore to 
advise Coutts' high net wrath 
clients to pursue a defensive 
porto lie strategy that is largely 
allocated in cash, fixed income, 
and hi gh quality government 
bonds, specifically in continen- 
tal Europe and the United 
States. 

“We’re recommending to 
remain defensive. As for Asia 
we think the time will come (to 
invest) but it's not going to hap- 
pen in the near term and there's 
no rash to invest money in stock 
markets.” he said. 

A typical client portfolio with 
a five-year time frame would 
involve less than 40 per cent in 
equities. Of this percentage, just 
under half would be in the Unit- 
ed States, 12 per cent in conti- 


nental Europe and the balance 
spread among equities m 
Britain, Japan and the Asia- 
Pacific region, he said. 

Investment in equities in the 
Asia-Pacific region would rally 
comprise a mere one per cent of 
fee total investment portfolio, he 

“If we were more positive on 
Aria we might have two or three 
per cent,” he said. 

■On fee other hand, he felt the 
best returns were to be seen in 
continental Europe. 

“Because the earnings picture 
is sound nnri tiie valuation level 
relatively undemanding, we 
believe that Europe will outper- 
form other markets including 
the U.S. over the next six 
months,” Hutton sard. 

Economic growth in conti- 
nental Europe should remain at 
three per cent in the second half 
of 1998, and corporate profits 
there are expected to rise by up 
to 15 per cent next year due to 
volume growth and corporate 
restructuring. 

The introduction Dext year of 
fee single European currency, 
the euro, is not expected to 
impact economic growth nega- 
tively, he said. 

Coutts Bank, fee international 
private banking atm of the 
Nat West Group, rare of the 
global leaders in financial ser- 
vices, caters to individuals with 
a net worth of $1 milli on or 
more in liquid funds for invest- 
ment. 


Gas projects falter as banks grow 
wary in face of Asian stagnation 


ABU DHABI (AFP) —Middle 
East gas producers have been 
hit with a double whammy as 
their Asian markets crumble 
and the banks financing new 
projects grow wary, analysts 
and bankers said Tuesday. 

For most Middle East gas 
producers, 1998 has been a 
gloomy year as markets in Asia, 
seen as the main source of 
demand in growth, collapsed or 
stagnated under the strain of 
economic turmoil. 

New markets have so far not 
materialised and many of the 
numerous Middle East projects 
in the pipeline have been post- 
poned or scrapped- 

' “Middle Eastern liquefied 
natural gas (LNGi projects in 
Abu Dhabi, Oman. Qatar and 
Yemen were all predicted on the 
extraordinary expansion of 
Asian economies feat have all 
but nearly collapsed in the past 
12 months or so," said Naji Abi 
And, a senior advisor at French- 
based Observaioire Mediterra- 


• neen de L’Enogje. 

“As a result, rare potential 

cu s t omer has ranrgHeri e xisting 

buyers have been reviewing 
expansion plans, and the only 
alternative sales prospects are in 
high-risk markets.” he told dele- 
gates on the fourth day of fee 
Middle Gas Summit in Abu 
Dhabi. 

Thailand has suspended a 
sales and purchase contract with 
Oman LNG, and Japan’s Tokyo 
, Electric Power Co. has been 
discussing a reduction in its 
import commitments with Abu 
Dhabi Gas IJquefication Co. 

The gas producers' response 
has been to scrap many of their 
expansion plans that in fee pro- 
sent economic climate would 
have tittle hope of finding reli- 
able buyers. 

‘Forced to look beyond Japan 
and Korea for buyers, these pro- 
jects are facing a baleful combi- 
nation of greater competition, 
shorter contracts, lower prices 
and less creditworthy clients. 


essentially in China India and 
Pakistan," Abi Aad said. 

The need for new projects has 
become less pressing and some 
are finding that existing projects 
have a high quantity of excess 
capacity. 

Qatargas' third train, which 
began in May. is expected to 
produce an unsold excess of 
about 13 million tonnes this 
yean while Abu Dhabi's Adgas 
is expected to have a spare 
capacity of one million tonnes 
this yean 

Even if the unsold excesses of 
existing projects are not enough 
to discourage new plans, most 
producers face a hard time try- 
ing to find major financing. 

The big banking players in the 
region’s gas projects are becom- 
ing increasingly wary of financ- 
ing such projects. 

Most complain of a lack of 
smaller b anks willing to take a 
proportion of the financing 
through syndication, leaving 
them with few options but to 


meet most of the lending them- 
selves. 

For many. Ibis level of expo- 
sure is simply unacceptable and, 
given tiie doubts over demand , 
the increased risk makes new 
projects even less attractive. 

“Even the big players are pes- 
simistic. The few deals that 
have gone ahead in recent 
months have not inspired us 
wife much faith, mostly 
because even after months of 
negotiations producers could 
still rally secure a letter of 
intent." one industry insider 
said. 

*The larger banks will be very 
reluctant to take on all the 
financing themselves, even if 
they like the risk, because they 
don’t want to saddle themselves 
wife $100 million of exposure 
on their balance sheets." one 
banker said. 

Some complained that die 
banks' reluctance' to fund new 
projects was only pardy based 
on the economic turmoil that 


has stagnated or in some cases 
reversed demand. 

Tt’s the bend instinct Banks 
have pulled in feeir horns in a 
very big way in emerging coun- 
tries. The Gulf is a different sort 
of economy, bat many banks 
don’t necessarily differentiate,” 
said a banker working in the gas 
sector 

Most analysts and bankers 
agree fear a resurgence in new 
projects will need time, and they 
were reluctant to predict a 
renewal of confidence much 
before 2000. 

But “in the long-term, the 
demand prospects look some- 
how brighter wife the funda- 
mentals fra continued expan- 
sion of gas use in fee Asian mar- 
ket remaining basically intact” 
Ala Aad said. 

“Eventually the small er hanks 
will revisit their emerging mar- 
kets portfolios and they wfll be 
back to the Gulf market It is too 
important to ignore,” a senior 
banking source said. 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 
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Mid-East Currencies 
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BritishBank Foundation Scholarship Candidate 


THE FIRST beneficiary of the 
BritishBank Foundation in Jor- 
dan is Louna Khirfan who has 
been awarded a scholarship at 
the Iron Bridge Institute at fee 
University of Birmingham. The 
chief executive officer, John 
Pascoe and Khirfan jointly 
signed fee one year contract at 
the BritishBank headquarters. 

The BritishBank Foundation 
seeks to match the goals of the 
country in which the bank oper- 
ates. The scholarship is there- 
fore in the discipline of Heritage 
Management. The course adapts 
fee principles of conservation 
and stewardship developed 


within museums and conserva- 
tion agencies to take account of 
the demand for sustainable 
tourism, regeneration and envi- 
ronmental awareness. Under fee 
patronage of fee Ministry of 
Antiquities, the foundation 
matches the ministry's goals for 
fee preservation and restoration 
of Jordanian national monu- 
ments and environmental assets. 
The course has been selected by 
the British Institute fra Archae- 
ology at Amman with the assis- 
tance of the British Council 
under guidance from fee Antiq- 
uities Ministry. 

The BritishBank foundation is 


a one million sterling' pounlis 
co mmuni ty initiative to benefit 
nationals in fee region. Sir 
William Purves, former chair- 
man HSBC Holdings and 
BritishBank said; “The founda- 
tion is a symbol of our dose 
association wife the region and 
a significant announcement 
marking our continuing com- 
mitment to the Middle East” 
The bank has committed one 
million sterling pounds to an 
independent trust in Jersey, to 
fund initiatives and activities 
that will directly benefit local 
communities. Initially, fee foots 
for fee fund will be education. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Wffliams 


ACROSS 
1 Well-grounded 
7 Second-term 
president, e.g. 

15 First generation 
Japanese- 
Americans 

16 Eminent 
Argentine 

17 Bivouac 

' 1 8 Japanese 
sauce 

19 Colorful 
chalcedony 

20 Becker or 
Karloff 

21 Permit 

22 Leave a jet 

24 Eve's youngest 

26 Channel 
swimmer of 
1926 

28 Paramour 

32 Spread through 

35 W&lch out! 

36 Vicinity 

37 Avignon's river 

39 Roosevelt coin 

40 Gourmet 
delights 

42 ■_ Velvet" 

44 Spine-tingling 

45 Nobleman's 
domain 

46 Nora's pooch 

46 Entering 

52 Simian 

55 Sausage- 
grabbers 

57 Talk of the 
town? 

58 1952 Olympics 
site 

60 Judeo-Spanish 
language 

61 Head-nodder 

62 Makes amends 

63 Dry dock 

64 Attacks 


TOSPuzzfas6ool.com 


DOWN. 
Slammin' 
Sammy 
Barest hint 
Music rights 
flip- 

Fab Four 
phenomenon 
Fruity 
quaff 
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Massey, Ont 


6 Mind-reading 
letters 

7 Apollo's mother 

8 Reluctant 

9 Curie or 
Osmond 

10 Letter from 
. Paul 

11 'LA. Law* co- 
star Susan 

12 Russian river 

13 Dean coal 

14 Make booties, 

e-g. 

20 Pullman bed 
23 Approaches 
25 Greetings 
27 First name In 
bad hoteliers 

29 Self-absorbed 

30 Humorist 
Bombeck 

31 Virginia dance 

32 Do roadwork 

33 Pennsylvania 
port 

34 Stem section 

35 Place wagers 
38 Nostril 

41 Fate 
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43 Hb says no 

thanks? 

45 Moneylender 
47 SiBy in Seville 

49 Ammonia 
derivative 

50 Song for nine 
voices 

51 Repugnant 


52 Queequeg's 
captain 

53 Mexican coin 

54 ‘Bom Free' 
lioness 

56 Encircle with a 
belt 

59 Put In position 

60 Sd. class 


Peanuts 



I LUCE 
THAT GAME 
WHERE 
SOMEONE 
THROWS A 
5TlCK,AND 








Andy Capp 


O inmuiH in 

DOT vr MOTOR pa 
USA NORTH IMU 


LATE AGAIN/ 
THE DINNER'S 
BURNT TO A 


SELF/SS-fT^ 
■ that's you/ 

|>yOLI NEVER' 
f RESPECTMY 



QUIET, WOMAN. THAT 
FUPPIN' CUE OF MINE 


RARELY RESPECTS^Wyl 


l WISHES BUT I DONT 
kGO ON ABOUT 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


JUST TE_L V.V THAT 

A COUSJ-e os 3^_TES 
*<0_c.vs Vg CA°T'V2^^. 
A RANSOM*. ..f =_■_-£* 
TH£y vJft'.TssaOD 


YES. MRS. MtfTT. THEV 
WANT $ SOCO/TH-y 
HAVE MUTT CHAINED 
UP lft SCME CLD 
CR=E?y MOUSE' 




THE BETTER HALF. 


By Giasbergen 
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Tm writing a screenplay. So far j 
m , JVe got 150 pages of explosions'.^ 
I II fill in -the other junk when I’m done. 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


that scrambled word game 

by Henri Arnold end UOee ArgMon 



MUI 

LAI 

3 





r™' ^ 


MHVtttamil 


LEEX 



LL 

7 ^ 

_ 

□ 


NEPPIS 


^ W 


gratte 




r S " 

Ans* 'N “ 
Ans. HB 




Ci" a3and 


for 

t and sale 


, ^ ^urnishe 




NZ Si ^is 


Yesterday's 


Now arrange tee elided letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sag* 
S®sted by the above cartoon. 

(At? 



[Answers 
VARIED TEMPER 


Jumbles: ENVOY vixfw 

Answar ViXEN *«mi : l» i eawrer 

creative owner of tba lodge Ifeedto 
do - INNOVATE" 
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National service will be voluntary, 
rewarding and in private sector — minister 
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•* REINSTATING COMPULSORY mil- 
itary service in the way it is generally 
understood is not on the cards. Adminis- 
trative Development Minister Bassam 
Hraoush said in an interview. “Talking 
aboot the idea of national service is not 
like the concept known to the public but 
rather a programme that aim at tacklin'-* 
part of the unemployment problem at 
rewarding benefits.” National sen-ice is 
generally understood to be two-years in 
the military establishment for a JD1S 
monthly pay. 

Eraoush indicated that the “new model” 
of national service has not been decided 
upon as it is still merely thoughts which 
will be discussed by the Higher Minister- 
ial Committee. “1716 committee itself will 
decide the number, age and pay for the 
j person who wishes to enter in this service 


which will not be compulsory." he 
explained. “Ii is absolutely voluntary and 
no one will be obliged lo participate in it 
as the idea is only an attempt to resolve 
the unemployment among the youth." 

The minister said: “The question is how 
the Jordanian Armed Forces cun con- 
tribute in resolving the problem of unem- 
ployment by training the young people for 
three months before ilie person (trainee) 
moves to work in ihe private or public 
sector according to the speciality he 
chooses.” He stressed dial the work will 
be in the civil sector and will he financial- 
ly rewarding away from tile known mili- 
tary environment. 

“The commit tec is expected to meet this 
week to decide on the best ways and ideas 
lo serve the Jobless Jordanian youth,” the 
minister concluded. 



Potash company sells large 
amounts to oil firms in Arab Gulf countries 
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« RELATIVELY LARGE amounts of 
potash were sold to oil companies operat- 
ing m Arab Gulf countries to be used in 
digging oil wells, a well-informed source 
ar the Arab Potash Company has said. He 
noted that potash is important in cooling 
and softening earth layers during the 
drilling process. The source added that 
48.000 tonnes of potash were sold to Iran 
at good prices. 

The company was able to earn more 
than $72 million during the first nine 


months of this year compared to $68 mil- 
lion during the same period of 1907, the 
source indicated noting that sales were 
over one million tonnes of potash. Net 
profit until the end of September, accord- 
ing to the source, stood at JD13.4 million. 

Potash exports reach around Mi markets 
around the world and the company is now- 
working to boost production capacity to 
reach 2.2 million tonnes per year until the 
decade, t A1 Arab Al Yawini 


London braces for widespread banking job cuts 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
City of London on Tues- 
day braced lor widespread 
job cuts in the financial 
sector as sharp losses on 
the volatile global markets 
continued to ravage lead- 
ing VVcsicnt banks. 

The latest casualty in the 
high risk, high return 
world of global finance 
was Merrill Lynch, the 
U.S. investment bank, 
which announced that it 
would shed 3,400 jobs, of 
which about 400 will be at 
its European headquarters 
in London. 

Analysts said that job 
cuts in the City and an 
expected slump in work- 
ers’ end of year bonuses 
would hit London’s 
leisure industry hard and 
might undermine house 
prices in rhe British capi- 
tal. 

"Generally the morale is 
terrible, the stench of 
death covers the floor, 
there are not a lot of happy 
people down here," said 
one trader on the London 
market. 

“The big banks w ill start 
withholding bonuses ui 
sacking people," he said, 
adding that “recent tur- 
moil is adding to the 
gloom." 

Merrill Lynch cited the 
"turmoil in the global 
financial markets" in 
recent weeks as the prime 
eause of its job cuts and 
warned of further hardship 


to come. 

“Because of the uncer- 
tainties now apparent in 
the global economy, we 
anticipate a much more 
challenging environment 
ahead," president of the 
bank, Herbert Allison, 
said. 

City workers were 
spooked by the grim out- 
look, fearing that thou- 
sands more jobs could be 
lost. 

“Thai’s the problem with 
this job, there is no securi- 
ty, people are easily 
expendable." a trader said. 

Europe’s financial hub 
has seen it all before. 
After the 1987 stock mar- 
ket crash, 20,000 City 
workers lost their jobs, 
sales of Porsche sports 
cars, the favoured run- 
around of City traders, fell 
by 80 per cent, and Lon- 
don house prices slumped 
after an unsustainable 
surge. 


While such a sharp 
downturn is not expected 
this time around, analysis 
warn that the recent run of 
good times is almost over. 

A researcher at the Cen- 
rre for Economics and 
Business Research 

(CEBR), Fraser Coutts, 
warned that “London’s 
six-year economic boom 
is coming to an end." 

The CEBR predicted in a 
recent report that if the 
London stock market fell 
below 4,200 points, Lon- 
don employment would 
fall by 61,000 over the 
next two years, house 
prices would fall by 6.0 
per cent and commercial 
rents by 11.1 per cent. 

Despite a rebound in 
recent sessions, the mar- 
ket remains almost 20 per 
cent below the heights 
reached in July alter five 
years of unbroken growth. 

One trader accustomed 
to the rich rewards of hiah 


finance said: “Whereas 
before you would go out 
and buy champagne, it 
docs not happen now. Peo- 
ple can see things coming 
on the horizon and are 
being a lot more careful 
w ith their money." 

Short-term hiring and 
firing is pan of life in the 
City. 

One banking analyst 
who survived the 1987 
crash said: ”1 can see peo- 
ple having hiring freezes 
all around the City until 
the markets stabilise." 

He predicted that jobs 
would go on emerging 
market desks and at com- 
panies that were starkly 
exposed to Asia and Latin 
America. But job cuts will 
not be on the same scale 
as in the late 1980s. 

“The 90s were never as 
up-beat as the 80s," the 
analyst said. 

Indeed, analysts expect 
European economic and 


monetary' union to under- 
pin core European equities 
trading, corporate finance, 
and mergers and acquisi- 
tion business in the City. 

The Merrill Lynch curs 
followed an announce- 
ment from the Dutch bank 
ING earlier this month 
that it would sack 1.200 
people, of which 40 in 
London, because of the 
global financial crisis. 

ING Barings President 
Marinus Minderhoud him- 
self quit, as did the chair- 
man of Europe's biggest 
bank. UBS, Mathis Cabi- 
allavetta. after UBS lost 
heavily on exposure to the 
troubled U.S. hedge fund 
Long-Term Capital Man- 
agement. 

Citigroup is expected to 
announce up to 8.000 job 
cuts worldwide, and key 
London players such as 
Barclays and C redit 
Suisse First Boston are 
also expected to downsize. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You’re very 
good at games today, 
including sports of all 
kinds. If you tackle a work 
project, it’ll seem like fun. 
Work and fun are closely 
tied today. Are you trying 
to beat a record? Is there a 
record you could try io 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER 14. 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


beat? If so, go for it. Your chances of success are great. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Did you invite a bunch 
of people over to your house tonight? It looks like 
that’s what’s happening. Better stop by the grocery 
store; just to be on the safe side. Could be friends JrgoL , , yoadida^L^aow.boiw^ajidcpartiully. because it’s so hard 


don’t like each other 
much. That’s because you 
like everybody, and they 
all like you! Some of them 
are only on the team 
because you’re there. It’s 
an awesome responsibili- 
ty, but one you handle 
gracefully. Have a great 
time w'hile you’re at it. 
•SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) An older 
person can give you the break you need. He or she also 
has a good idea about your natural talent. You may not 
have developed your talents fully, partially because 


HALF- 


farawayr if- this- doesn't happen, and they don 1 ! show- 
up, give them a phone call. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Looks like people are 
asking you to do more things, and you might be tem- 
porarily terrified, wondering if you can do a good job. 
Well, put your fears to rest. Tuck them in and put little 
teddy bears under their arms. Actually, you’re going to 
be absolutely magnificent at all these new projects 
you’re taking on. Ask for even more. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Your old buddies are 
really turning you on to some great advantages right 
now. The network of associates you’ve built up over 
the years is paying off. You’ve scratched their backs 
often enough; now they're scratching yours. Your push 
lo success could take you well outside your comfort 
zone, but not to worry. It's going to be fun. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You are drawing lots of 
attention right now,- because you’re putting on an 
absolutely magnificent performance. You're finding an 
alignment with your own true destiny, and revealing 
talents you have long hidden. Well, there’s lots more 
talent where that came from and today that'll be obvi- 
ous to everyone. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’ll have to 
move quickly today, and decisively. You may get to use 
skills you're learning. You hate to try things bet ore 
you're sure you know how* to do them right. This time 
you might just have to jump in and hope you remember 
how to swim. Not to worry. You’ll find out you're more 
talented than you thought. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You know how 
to get other people to play nicely together, even it they 
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ro take coaching. Don’t fight it any longer. Watch and 

listen. •• • ' 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
may get to travel today in connection with business. Or 
else you’re giving valuable information to a foreigner. 
Maybe you’re teaching a college class. Conditions 
today work for any of those scenarios. Pick the one you 
enjoy the most and see if you can make it happen. 
That’s called riding the horse in the direction it’s going. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) If you’re 
in business for yourself, which you should be, today 
could be a gold mine. Start by marking all the yellow 
and orange items down 10 per cent. That’s not enough 
to be painful, but it could start a buying frenzy out 
there. Haggling won’t be much fun. though. It’ll be too 
easy. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A stubborn, 
obnoxious, opinionated person could be your best 
friend today. You may be able to get him or her to do 
something you’d rather not. This person might even 
like the awful chore. That frees up more of your lime 
for study and other lofty pursuits. This could work. 
Give it a try. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You're putting out 
a lot of effort today, but you’re getting a good reward. 
It’s not necessarily in money — more in attention. 
You’re looking good and drawing the admiring glances 
of several attractive people. Your focus is on service, 
but what you’re getting is the attention you deserve. 
Graciously accept if. 

Birthstone of September: Opal — Tourmaline 
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CLOSX CHANGE 
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S JS5.S00 170.000 ARAB BANK 

1.930 1.50O JOR. NATIONAL HR. 

S 3.300 1.000 BANK OF JORDAN 

S 2.660 1.530 INDUSTRIAL DEV, HE. 

S 3.450 1.740 JOA. KUWAIT BANS 

.800 .530 JON. GULF BANK j 

S 3.910 1.670 JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

1.220 .900 ONION BK.3A7.IjfV. 


16.9 

12.2 

r 

10.7 

1.1 

9 

17.2 

P 


.97 
4.67 
0.00 
6. 78 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 


27 

9 

14 

2 

10 

19 

3 

1 


430 

9450 

16600 

550 

1166 

28000 

700 

700 


88943 

14175 

16768 

842 

1988 

16110 

1176 

630 


206.00 

l.SO 

1.12 

1.53 

1.74 

.58 

1.69 

.95 


206.50 

l.SO 

1.14 

1.53 

1.70 

.58 

1.68 

.90 


-50+ 

. 02 + 

.04- 

. 01 - 
. 05- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


[J 272.47 *OMS: 


• 0.13 


S7S96 


142631 


2.240 1.410 JOR. ELECTRIC pint. 9.2 5.81 10 I860 2627 1.41 1.42 
7.460 1.950 VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 8.4 5.85 1 100 205 1.95 2.05 

2.600 1.620 SHXPPINC LlUsf 54.4 5.19 1 100 1S4‘ 1.52 1.54 
1.300 . 680 NATL. PORTFOLIO 25.9 0.00 SI 350015 162561 .68 .6S 
1.120 .680 REAL ESTATE ZNV. 14.3 0.00 2 1300 937 .73 .73 

.590 .270 JORDAN INTL.T8AD. g 0.00 1 ISO 41 .27 .27 
9.500 5.100 ALRA’X 8.3 7.39 1 300 162 3 5.41 5.41 
1.390 1.060 HID. EAST BOTZLS P 0.00 2 1060 1145 1.09 1.08 

4.600 1.870 ARAB INTL. INV.EDOC. 9.4 2.12 3 1750 330B 1.87 1.89 
1.790 1.060 UNIFIED CO. 4.7 10.28 7 1450 1563 1.09 1.07 


. 01 + 

. 10 + 

.08- 

.03- 


. 01 - 

. 02 + 

. 02 - 


SERVXCZ SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX I 104.83 zcBCi -0.14 


2SB07S 


174162 


* 
* 

I 2 


3.450 1.8X0 JOR. CEMENT PACT. 10.7 6.11 11 17188 30938 1.81 1.80 

6.SDO 3.750 ARAB POTASH CO. 18.2 5.41 2 300 1110 3. BO 3.70 

11.250 10.050 JOR. PETROL. REFIHARY 10.1 8.55 10 1020 10618 10.43 10.40 

1.570 1.000 MOOLSN INDUSTRIES 11.1 7.14 1 50 50 1.00 1.00 

1.610 1.060 INDUSTRIAL COMM. ACR. 67.9 0.00 6 2283 2624 1.14 1.15 

5.740 2.400 ARAB FHARK. MAHF. 6.7 3.10 78 36244 88370 2.49 2.42 

5.000 1.060 JOR. CERAMIC XBD. 4.6 9.52 4 1150 1209 1.08 1.05 

1.440 1.020 JOR. PIPES HAKFCT. 8.9 9.35 1 250 268 1.08 1.07 

6.350 4.700 OAR ALDAWA DV.XNV. 6.2 6.78 2 500 2580 5.16 5.16 

.530 .380 LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 12.5 0.00 10 16800 6246 . 38 . 37 

.900 . 670 ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 22.3 0.00 1 100 73 .73 .73 

.790 .370 NATIONAL STEEL IBD. g 0.00. . 7 , 47100 ..24513 .50 .53 

.570 .280 nmOMED.PBTRO.C3SH. g 0.00 7 5700 1710 .29 . .30 

.670 .340 JOR. ROCKWOOL IRDS. g 0.00 6 4300 1462 . 35 . 34 

5.500 4.710 JOR. WOOD XMDS.JHXCO 24.3 2.24 1 . 100 447 4.71 4.47 

2.200 . 650 NATL. CABLE WIRE. HP AC 31.4 0.00 5 1463 994 . 68 . 67 

.690 .370 JOR. SULPBO— CHSM 7.0 0.00 2 1250 463 .37 .37 

1.260 .530 ON IV. MOON. ZEDS. 9.9 9.68 8 12000 7440 .62 .62 

.910 . 480 JOR. XNOS. RESOURCES g 0.00 10 3961 1950 .50 .50 

1.560 1.200 NATL. CHLORINE 8.6 8.13 3 813 999 1.23 1.23 

1.080 .600 JOR. BEN CABLE CO. 8.9 15.87 12 10700 6796 .64 .63 

1.560 1.150 EL -EAT READY WEAR 44.0 0.00 11 17BS0 22448 1.27 1.25 

2.310 .910 XKTL. TOBACCO 7.2 5.66 . 3 700 721 X.03 1.03 


. 01 - 

.10- 

.03- 

. 01 + 

.07- 

.03- 

. 01 - 

. 01 - 

.03+ 

. 01 * 

. 01 - 

.24- 

. 01 - 


■ 01 - 

. 02 - 


s 

1.220 

.890 

.730 

.860 

.660 

.S80 

ONION Of. 6 VZO. 
JORDAN STEEL 
BAT.ALUKXNXOM. 

10.5 0.00 
9.6 8. 14 
32.7 0.00 

5 

2 

11 

50000 

550 

6925 

47500 

473 

6570 

.90 

.87 

.66 

.95 

.86 

.66 

.05* 

.01- 


INDOSTIUAL SECTOR TOTALS IMOEXl 74.61 XCHGt -1.38 

221 

239347 

266635 
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5SS01B 

583428 
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1.050 

.820 

EXPORT 8 FIN. BNK. 7S Z 

14.8 0.00 

23 

118150 

65156 

.82 

.80 

.02- 


.490 

.270 

CENTRAL GEN . STORAGE 

g 0.00 

4 

5450 

1635 

.31 

.30 

.Ol- 


.800 

.500 

ORION INV. 

g 0.00 

3 

5100 

2703 

.53 

.53 

- 


.620 

.230 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 0.00 

2 

5150 

1236 

.24 

.24 

— 

H 

2.220 

1.000 

CENTURY INV. GROUP 

g 0.00 

4 

1050 

1079 

1.03 

1.01 

.02- 


.240 

.090 

JOR. XHOS . HATCH- JEHCO 

g 0.00 

2 

2000 

280 

.13 

.14 

.01+ 


.430 

.200 

ARAB XirTL. INV.TRD. 

24.2 0.00 

6 

0000 

1680 

.21 

.21 

— 

♦ 

.580 

.240 

NATL .HOLT. ENO . KAHICO 

g 0.00 

22 

46450 

10821 

.24 

.23 

.01- 


.500 

.350 

ARAB ELECT. INOS. 

g 0.00 

3 

796 

278 

.35 

.35 

- 

6 

.690 

.530 

KXDEAST PHABM. 901 

E 0.00 

3 

1750 

745 

.53 

.52 

.01- 


2.160 

1.190 

ONION TOBACCO 87.51 

13.4 5.92 

7 

53250 

100201 

2.11 

2.11 

- 


.350 

.190 

IMDS. ENG. 

g 0.00 

4 

2150 

430 

.20 

.20 

- 


.660 

.330 

XNDS. CERAMIC 

8.7 0.00 

2 

2050 

677 

.33 

.33 

— 


.640 

.430 

NAIL. POULTRY 

g 0.00 

1 

100 

53 

.53 

.53 

- 

V 

.950 

.320 

OPTICALfi HEARINC CO. 

P 0.00 

2 

350 

114 

.32 

.33 

.01+ 

n 

1.310 

.760 

KUTRIDAR 

p 0.00 

6 

7150 

5618 

.78 

.76 

.02- 

N 

1.000 

.690 

AL-ZKBAL PRINTING CO 

10.8 10.67 

3 

1100 

786 

.72 

.71 

.01- 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 


A CARNIVAL OF STYLE 


Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 
- ; • -$ 'For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

• A- - 592 °60S/5920609/079-30007[ 

{■? Web Site is 
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Studio & Workshop 
Courses 

0529614 
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CnysTi 


Quality Serviced Suita* 
★One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes ★Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Ratos 



5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crynald gnxomjo 


Studio Haig 

ProfssntonaJqta^fy ki 
; 1 hour servica 7 
Develop yow odtoar:f|m 
at our shop and net T -' 

* JUMBO jrtoib-.flte 
30% larger, . 

* Frme antargemant 
20x30cm. 


Shmeisanl - Opposite 
Grindiays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 



. W&Aes- Perfume 
StoriHases - Leather- Pats 

~ Gzrtter II L 

VStSNX 


Visit Us At 

www.viparsb.comM pqtft 


Shaban Infl Group - Abdoun 
Nmt American Embassy 
|Tel : 5933084 » Fax : 5S3308S 


tida 

FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMENS 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Banl Hamids Weavings 
can be found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
• Rugs * Cushions 
. Watlhangtngs Runners 

Open daily from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Fridays & official holidays 
from 10:00 till 7:00) 

Jabal Amman, 

1st Circle, off Rainbow St. 

Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 


II At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 


In ween 
SljS Jpivclr 


liPLHZfl UIDEi 


1 


FOR 
RENT 

5^ Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 





Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. HsjsiBt Complex 

Tel. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/37588 



A DISTINCTIVE &MB0L 
oftast, intelugbncf 

AND A REFINED UFESTYLE 


Grim Sm. Abo Cm* Bdsnd 
Jontao Gdf B-ik, Td_551W27/M_ 


A 


L'olwier Restaurant 


Abdoun 5929564 




l niquo 

for l nique people 

Um Uthaina Tel.: 5511120 
Downtown Tel.: 4655817 
'Awv.imseeti.com 


At 6th Circle 

Tel.: 5510001 



Shehrazad Restaurant 


Great View - Overlooking Amman 
Enjoy outstanding Mezza and live music. 


wTr U* 



Tel: 5930054 

4th Circle, 

opposite Belgian Embassy 

discount on 
original CD's 

Now available 
"FRIENDS SERIES" 
and many more 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 

ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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Jordan Tunes, Wednesday, October 14, 1998 


Final talks to save NBA 


season get underway 


NEW YORK (AP) _ When 
David Stern and Billy 
Hunter sit down across 
from each other in a hotel 
conference room, it will be 
their last opportunity to 
save the league's uninter- 
rupted string of 35,001 
games over 5 1 seasons. 

Judging from the pes- 
simism so abundant on 
both sides, their chances of 
keeping the NBA's perfect 
record intact are roughly 
equal to those of Michael 
Jordan airballing a title- 
clinching jumper — slim 
and none. 

The last chance to save a 
full. S2-game season began 
Tuesday when owners, led 
by commissioner Stem, 
and players, led by union 
chief Hunter, met for col- 
lective bargaining talks at a 
Manhattan hotel. 

Barring a quick settle- 
ment, the league will can- 
cel games for" the first time 
in its history. The regular 
season is scheduled to 
begin Nov. 3. 

”1 think it’s a real 
shame." NBA deputy com- 
missioner Russ Granik said 
of the perfect record. “The 
people it means the most 
to. probably, are those of 
us in the league office. 
David's been at this for 30- 
some years, and I've been 
at it for more than 20. so 
that’s something we have 
taken a lot of personal 
pride in. 

“We feel pretty bad about 
it, but at some point you 
have to accept that there 
are other issues that are 
more important. And the 
overall financial health of 
the league has to take 
precedence over that 
record that we hadn't 
missed a game." Granik 
said. 

The sides have met for 
only two formal bargaining 
sessions since the lockout 
began July 1, and their 
meeting last Thursday was 
more of a question-and- 
answer parley than a bar- 
gaining meeting. 

About 15 players met at 
the union's offices Monday 
to discuss the specifics of a 
counterproposal. When it 
is presented Tuesday, the 
owners will not be expect- 
ed to respond positively 
unless the players have 
accepted the demand to 
somehow place a definitive 
limit on the amount of 
league revenues that will 
be devoted to player 



Michael Jordan goes for a slam dunk as Anfemee Hardway of the Orlando Magic 
tries to stop him (file photo) 


salaries. 

Putting it in the lingo ofr 
the business, the current 
“soft" salary cap must be 
replaced by a “hard" cap. 
or at least a “harder" cap. 
Otherwise, no deal. 
“Certainly this is the 
least successful i negotia- 
tion)/’ Granik said. “In 
terras of reaching a deal, 
this is the worst we’ve ever 
had. We’ve never gotten to 
this point without being 
able to make a deal.” 

The NBA is a $2 biJlion- 
a-year business, and it is 
incomprehensible to most 
fans that the owners and 
players haven’t been 3ble 
ro come up with a way to 


I [ f. '.Tv . •/„ *.• - 

: divvy the pie.- * ~ 

1 ■ Like the disastrous base- 
ball strike of 1994, the 
less-destructive hockey 
lockout of 1994-95 and the 
NFL strike of 1987, the 
combatants in the NBA 
lockout stand to do more 
harm to their sport than 
good. 

The NBA has enjoyed 
leaps in prosperity that 
would have been unimag- 
inable less than two 
decades ago in Magic 
Johnson's and Larry Bird's 
rookie season when the 
finals were televised on a 
tape-delayed basis. 

Since then, the league 
has enjoyed a renaissance 


and gained a -worldwide 
appeal that has shown no 
sign of ebbing — even 
with the current possibility 
that Jordan will retire from 
the six-time champion 
Chicago Bulls. 

As the game’s popularity 
has soared, so, too. have 
•the revenues. Franchises 
chat were worth only a few 
million dollars in the 1980s 
have become worth hun- 
dreds of millions of dol- 
lars. and player contracts 
that were formerly valued 
in the hundreds of thou- 
sands have grown to be 
worth more than $100 mil- 
lion for the most promising 
young players. 


World 

chess 


tourney 

delayed 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — 
The World Chess 
Championship will be 
moved back to early 
1999 to placate defend- 
ing champion Anatoly 
Karpov, who threatened 
to boycott the event. 

Israel Gelfor. a mem- 
ber of the executive 
committee of the World 
Chess Federation, said 
Monday the match had 
been moved to early 
1999. instead of Nov. 
29-Dec. 27 as originally 
planned. 

Karpov won the world 
title in January and was 
to have held it for two 
years. But the World 
Chess Federation, 
known by its French 
acronym as FIDE, 
decided the champi- 
onship should take 
place annually. 

Eric Johnson, assistant 
director of the United 
States Chess 

Federation, said an 
agreement had been 
reached to reschedule 
the tournament. The 
agreement also would 
require Karpov to play 
in early rounds of the 
tournament. 

; In defending his title 
last ■ January, Karpov 
waited until some 100 
of the world’s best play- 
ers had been whittled 
down to a single chal- 
lenger, then the chal- 
lenger played Karpov 
for the title. 

Karpov said Monday 
he was still undecided 
on whether to partici- 
pate. 

“At this moment T 
cannot say 100 percent I 
will play," Karpov said. 


Lewis to forgo millions 
to take on Holyfield 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain’s WBC heavy- 
weight champion Lennox Lewis is prepared 
to forgo millions of dollars to meet WBA 
and EBF champion Evander Holyfield. 

Lewis is set to earn less than half of the 
estimated $20 million purse on offer to 
Holyfield but the fighter is prepared to pay 
that price to bring home the undisputed 
world heavyweight title. 

Despite the huge difference in the pay 
packets on offer the Lewis camp is ready to 
fight the American in February or March, 
almost certainly in Las Vegas. 

It will be screened by TVKO, the pay-per- 
view arm of American cable network Home 
Box Office, who put their money on the 
table in mid-summer and guaranteed 
Holyfield his 20 milli on dollar fortune. 

AH the hard talking has gone on between 
promoters Don King and Panos Eliades and 
manager Frank Maloney while Lewis has 
been attending the Commonwealth Awards 
in Ghana. ■ 

Lewis’ planned December 12 defence 
against in America — in which Lou 
Savarese was the proposed opponent - has 
been scrapped. The terms of the deal 
decrees that neither man takes an interim 
fight. 

Now it is all up to the men who will actu- 
ally be doing the fighting. The ball is firm- 
ly in the respective courts of Messrs Lewis 
and Holyfield. 

Maloney said on Tuesday: “I'm happy. 
It’s a fight we need, one that boxing needs 
badly. If Lennox is successful and brings 
the three belts back then his earning capac- 
ity will go up too, like Holyfield 's. 

“Both fighters have asked for around the 
figures that have been quoted. We are going 
back with what we believe they want, so if 
the unification doesn't come off it’s because 
the boxers don’t want it to happen, not the 
promoters. 

“Holyfield asked for a figure that is guar- 
anteed: Don King knows this is a fight box- 
ing needs for its own credibility. If he can 
make this fight he’s done a great service to 
boxing by being the good guy and giving 


the public wbat they want. ' 

Mike Tyson’s fight licence could be 
returned next Monday, thus bringing anoth- : . 
er major name into the heavyweight title r .y 
equation. 

Maloney added: “For the winner of > 
Lewis-Holyfield, the next biggest fight oat/ 
there is Tyson. But no one knows what-S; 
going to happen with Tyson. . : .U 

“He‘s got a button that can self-destruct atV 
any minute. He may get his licence back - 
but he may do something crazy in the next - 

week, so vou don't know. 

“Obviously the fight we wanted was;:’ 
against Holyfield. We've got to win- the-, 
belts to be recognised as the undisputed^ 
world champion and from then on Lennox; 
is in the driving seat — and we can calLtheK 


rune. 


King and Maloney may differ in size and. 
volume, but the ’Little and Large' of boxing :• 
were in full agreement that Lewis v- 
Holyfield could not run hot for -much , 
longer. 

After a string of heavyweight con trover- 
sies, none so serious as the Holyfield-Tyson 
bite-fight, the division — and the sport — -_- v 
needs this unification. ■; 

King and Maloney are set to join forces.fc:: 
oversee and foster die American promoter’s ' 
plans for a European operation. Yet the pafr; 
certainly could not see eye-to-eye sooq 
after Lewis landed the WBC title for the- 
first time in 1992. 

“Boxing's a funny world, some very, 
strange marriages. He called me a mental 
midget and pugilistic pygmy, issued a letter 
to the Lewis camp and all the English press ; 
about me", added Maloney. 

“But things are going well now, that’s all 
in the past. I’ve learned from watching 
King over the past few days that he is the 
best in the business. 

“The association will bring more world 
championships to Britain for the younger 
fighters, and do British boxing good.” 



Anna Kournikova of Russia bits a return during her first round match against 
Dominiqe van Roost of Belgium at the European Championships tennis tourna- 
ment in Kloten. Van Roost won 6-3 6-1 (Reuters photo) 
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Two more seeds out of Singapore open 


SINGAPORE (R) — Two 
more seeds made first round 
exits before top seed 
Marcelo Rios and No. 4 
seed Jan-Michael Gambill 
restored some order in the 
Singapore Open tennis tour- 
nament on Tuesday. 

Following fifth-seeded 
Australian Andrew llie’s 
exit on Monday. No. 8 seed 
Ramon Delsado of 


Paraguay suffered a similar 
fate, going down 6-4 6-4 to 
American Justin Gimelstob. 

Also unable ro justify his 
position in the draw was 
seventh seed Paul Haarhuis 
of the Netherlands, who 
started brightly before 
going down 0-6 6-3 6-4 to 
Denmark's Kenneth 

Carlsen. 

In the evening session. 


fourth-seeded American 
Jan-Michael Gambill was 
quick to demilosb Jonathan 
Stark 6-1 6-2. 

Stark, ranked 190. had 
been given a wild card as 
the 1996 winner of the 
event and also the first- 
round conqueror of then top 
seed Michael Chang the fol- 
lowing year. 

However, the day 


belonged to Chilean Rios as 
the former World No. 1 used 
his power play with devas- 
tating effect to oust 
Canadian Sebastian Lareau 
6-2 6 - 0 . 

The remaining three seed- 
ed players — Michael 
Chang, Goran Ivanisevic 
and Mikael Tillstrom — see 
first round action on 
Wednesday. 


Spurs deny Ginola-PSG link 


LONDON (AFP) — London 
Premiership club Tottenham Hotspur 
insisted on Tuesday that Paris St- 
Germain had not made a bid to re-sign 
David Ginola despite new PSG coach 
Artur Jorge showing interest in the 
French winger. 

Ginolu was a key member of the 
PSG team which won the 1993 French 
Cup and the 1994 League title untill 
his departure for Newcastle United at 
the beginning of the 1995 season. 

And Jorge, the former Portugal and 
Switzerland boss, said: “If you told me 


it was possible, I wouldn’t say no. 
Everybody knows that he is a player I 
like a lot." 

But a Spurs spokesman revealed: 
“We've had no contact with Paris St- 
Germain and it’s too early to talk about 
selling players." 

Meanwhile, Tottenham's players 
will be given just one month to prove 
themselves to new boss George 
Graham.- 

Graham has met his new squad indi- 
vidually and issued a hard-line 
approach, according to Norwegian 


striker Steffen Iversen. 

He said: “I believe the boss has spo- 
ken to every player. He stressed that 
everyone should have a fair chance 
but. if we do not convince him, then 
people will be out. I expect a lot of 
changes here. 

“After this warning I intend to use 
my time well. I don’t think I will be 
one of the changes." Iversen told the 
Daily Mail. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


French players make bright starts 


ZURICH (AFP) — French players Julie Halard-Decugis 
and Amelie Mauresmo made bright starts at the WTA event 
here Monday but Germany's Anke Huber crashed at the 
first hurdle after failing to sustain a bright start. Halard- 
Decugis swept past Japan’s Ai Sugiyama 7-5, 6-1 and 
Mauresmo put out Sylvia Plischke of Austria 4-6, 6-4, 6-1. 
But Huber went down 6-3, 4-6, 4-6 to Ruxandra Dragomir 
of Romania. 


before the all-important race at Suzuka on November 1. 
The two Ferrari men completed just one test lap here at the 
Mugello circuit on Tuesday morning before returning to 
the pits. The tyre session was set to last for the rest of the 
day. 


Brazil’s set to join Werder Bremen 


Davenport, Hingis in Hopman Cup 


PERTH i AFP) — Lindsay Davenport and her predecessor 
as World No. 1 Martina Hingis will both compete in die 
Hopman Cup mixed team event here in January, tourna- 
ment director Paul McNamee said Ttiesday. Davenport 
who took over the number one position from her Swiss 
rival this week, will partner Jan-Michael Gambill in the 
American team, while Hingis will play with Ivo 
Heuberger, he said. Davenport is the U.S. Open champion, 
an Olympic gold medallist and a member of the U.S. Fed 
Cup team. The Hopman Cup, in its 11th year, will be 
played at Burswood Resort Casino here from January 2 to 
9. 


BONN (R) — Brazilian striker Ailton was set to join 
Germany s Werder Bremen after successfully passing a 
medical examination on Tuesday. The 25-year-old. previ- 
ously with Mexican side Tigres Monterrey, was expected 
to sign a contract on Thursday, a spokesman for the first 
division club said. Bremen, making their worst Bundesliga 
stan in 30 years, are 17th in the 18-strong table after seven 
games. 


Luxembourg steps up security 


Schumacher, Irvine check tyres 


SCARPERIA (AFP) — Michael Schumacher and Eddie 
Irvine began putting the Ferraris through their paces here 
on Tuesday, in a bid to find the right tyres for this season’s 
final grand prix in Japan. Schumacher trails Firm Mika 
Hakkinen by four points in the drivers’ championship 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — The Luxembourg authorities 
have called up a thousand policemen for the Euro 2000 
Group 5 qualifier with England here on Wednesday to pre- 
vent any repetition of the violence from their previous two 
meetings ui 1977 and 1983. The police will also be backed 
up by a special force of English policemen, who will he 
able to identify known hooligans, while the security forces 
have also installed video cameras inside the Josv Barthel 
stadium and strengthened their bonder controls ’ahead of 
die arrival of an expected 5,000 English fans. “Most of the 
English fans are well-behaved, but we have to be on the 
lookout for the 30-40 of them whose only interest is to 
cause trouble, said a Luxembourg Football Federation 
spokesman. ^ 
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« • '• ' • i;< \. K Atlanta Braves Michael Ticker hits a three-run eighth inning home run off San Diego 
: ' Padres pitcher Kevin Brown in Game 5 of the NLCS. The hit gave the Braves the lead 

1' in the game, as the Padres lead the series 3-1 (Reuters photo) 

BH Braves rally to stay alive in NLCS 



ftp*! rn 



SAN DIEGO, California 
"® ( AFP) The Atlanta 

H. Brakes. '^turned a five-run 
it eighth inning into a 7-6 vic- 
_ tory' over San Diego here 
L - v-sidSl Monday to stay alive in the 
^Micnal League 

til 'll Championship Series. 

W, ’a Michael Tucker slammed 
; 1 a three-run home run with 
® -; : 1 one o m in the eighth off 
fSf-£ r l Padres ace Kevin Brown. 
W?> who was all but unhittable 
in three postseason starts 
MM this year. 

if|||j Brown came on in the 
piUgi seventh, making only his 
^ 11111 third career appearance in 
jlSB® relief, and he could still 
start game seven if it's 

undnuirt** neede £ 

hip- it nm* i' 1 The B raves> who two days 
earlier were staring a humil- 

*aong four-game sweep 

squarely in the face, became 


the first team to rally from 
an 0-3 deficit and force a 
sixth game in a best-of- 
seven postseason series. 

Games six and possibly 
seven will be in Atlanta 
starting on Tuesday. 

Tucker’s blast capped a 
five RBI performance and 
gave the Braves a 7-4 lead. 

Donne Wail relieved 
Brown and walked Atlanta 
pitcher John Rocker. He 
struck out Ozzie Guillen 
before surrendering an RBI 
double to Tony Graffanino. 
Graffunino lined to left cen- 
ter, reached third on the 
throw and scored on short- 
stop Chris Gome/.’ wild 
throw. 

The Padres couldn’t 
respond in the bottom of the 
inning, but in the ninth 
pinch hitter Greg Myers 


slammed a two-run home 
run off Braves closer Kerry 
Ligrenbcrg to move within 
one run of forcing extra 
innings. 

The Braves then sent Greg 
Maddux, the losing pitcher 
in game three, to the mound 
and he retired three of four 
batters he faced. It was his 
first appearance in relief in 
11 years and he earned his 
first career save. 

For awhile it looked like 
the Padres would again get 
the better of one of Atlanta’s 
vaunted aces. John Smoltz, 
the 1996 Cy Young Award 
winner, gave up two two- 
run home runs, to Ken 
Caminiti in the first inning 
and John Vander Wal in die 
sixth as the Padres took a 4- 
2 lead. 


FIFA delegation to visit Seoul 
to check World Cup preparations 


join Werder 


uD se * 


^ SEOUL (AFP) — A six- 

* man FIFA delegation is 
scheduled to visit South 
Korea and Japan next 

• month to inspect prepara- 
r. dons being made by the 
*• iwo countries co-hosting 
l die 2002 World Cup 
:• finals. officials said 
. Tuesday. 

An official at the 2002 
World Cup Organising 
Committee said delegates 
of FIFA, world football’s 
, governing body, will be in 
Seoul for four days from 
. November 2. 

. The delegates, including 
. FIFA vice -president 
Antonia Matarrese. will 
■our some of the citic> 
- hosting games and he 
r briefed on South Korea’s 


preparations, he said. 

“They will then depan 
for Japan on November 
6," he said. 

Meanwhile. South 

Korea’s Prime Minister 
Kim Jonc-Pil will host a 
luncheon" on Wednesday 
for mayors of the 10 cities 
holdine matches during 
the 2002 World Cup 
finals. 

"Several issues will be 


discussed at the meeting, 
including preparations for 
the 2002 World Cup and 
the visit by FIFA dele- 
gates,” the official said. 

A statement released by 
the organising committee 
said this was the first 
meeting together by all 
the mayors and related 
officials. 
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CAR FOR SALE 

Peugeot 405 (1994). dark blue, duty unpaid. 
First driven 03/98. 1 .6 engine, 5 speed gearbox, 
air condition, electric front windows, 
safety equipment, JD5.500 “ negotiable." 

Call Embassy of Belgium 5931859, 5932683 


' - WV V-/' > ^ 




Three-storey super deluxe villa located 
behind the Royal Automobile Club.Consists .. ^ 

of spacious large salon, five (5) master bed- — > 

rooms with American built-in closets, six (6) i 

bathrooms, living room, built-in big study « *“i* 

room, spacious kitchen, two (2) fireplaces, * , 

maid's room, three (3) big terraces, closed garage for two cars, separate 
guard room, big water reservoir well, 200 TV channel alarm , sys- 

tem, monitored intercom, telephone, crystal chandelier central heatmg top 
quality completely furnished (possible w.th or without furniture), and sur- 
rounded by a beautiful garden with a summer sight sitting marble room. 

Price for Sale: JD325.000 (without furniture). For appointment, please 

, ... /n. n > 


Zidane 
wants to 
follow Del 
Piero 


MILAN lAFP) — Juvenilis' 
struggling star Zinedine 
Zidane seni the home fans a 
message on Tuesday — *if 
you think Alessandro Del 
Piero is back to his best, just 
watch me.' 

Juventus have been strug- 
gling in die Seric A and the 
European Champions League 
because of Del Piero and 
Zidane's poor form. 

But with Del Pieru scoring 
both goals in Italy's Euro 
2U00 qualifier win over 
Switzerland last weekend, the 
Frenchman believes it's time 
forliis own problems to come 
to an end. 

In the four Scric A matches 
so fur, he has turned in two 
dismal performances rated 
live out of ten by critics, 
missed one through injury 
and limped off after 24 min- 
utes in other. 

“I’m happy for Alessandro 
because he's been going 
through a very difficult time,” 
Zidane told the Italian press. 
“I've heard that they were 
great goals. 

Tm sure that he will be 
doing great things again for 
Juventus. but now that he's 
made a comeback in fine 
style. I want to do the same. 

“I know full well that I 
haven't done much for 
Juventus since the start of the 
season. And let's not even 
talk about the last gome 
against Piacenza, it wasn't 
‘Zizou’ playing, or even his 
shadow. “Perhaps someone 
called Hector Zidane, I don’t 
know... It's not something 
I'm happy about, but I’m not 
discouraged by it either. I’m 
working hard and the Zidane 
of a few months ago will soon 
be back for all to see.” 

The French World Cup 
hero believes the first step has 
already been taken in last 
weekend's 3-2 win over 
Russia. 

"1 wasn't at 100 percent, 
and not even at 70 percent, 
but 1 did some interesting 
things and 1 enjoyed myself.” 
he said. “1 suffered a lot phys- 
ically as well, but ihai’s only 
because I'm behind in my 
preparation." 

Zidane is now training with 
the rest of the French squad 
for Wednesday's Euro 2000 
qualifier against Andorra. 

They play in the St Denis 
stadium where France lifted 
soccer’s most coveted trophy 
on July 12 after Zidane 
floored Brazil with two first- j 
half goals. j 

“I just need to get back to j 
my World Cup form as soon 
os possible," he said. 

“Playing for France is 
something I enjoy and it's 
important to me, but I don’t 
need to pul on a blue shin to 
start improving ... it's the 
daily training with Juventus 
that counts.” 


5th International Horse Jumping 
Championship starts today 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

AMMAN — Jordan's 5 th 
International Horse Jumping 

Championship will commence 

Wednesday ai the Arabian Hurse Club 
with five countries taking pan in the 
three-day event. 

Huni Bisharat, captain of Jordan's 
national team, told the Jordan Times 
Tuesday that the championship falls 
under Jordan’s preparations for the 
Pan-Arab Games to be held in Amman 
in 1999. 

Bisharat said the countries partici- 
pating are Syria, Lebanon, United 
Arab Emirates, New Zealand and 
Jordan, adding that Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain were also expected to take 
part in the tournament held under the 
patronage of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alia. 

“1 wish the Jordanian team success 
as they will face tough competition,” 
he added. 

Bisharat said the championship's 
opening ceremony which includes a 
horse parade will' take place at noon 
extending an open invitation for fans 
of the sport to attend. 


“The competition starts soon after 
the opening ceremony with two 
events," he said, adding that ail rounds 
in the championship carry names of 
eight out of more than 25 sponsoring 
companies. 

The first jumping competition on 
Wednesday entitled “Crown Hotel 
competition” will have one round 
against the clock with 115-centimetre 
high hurdles. 

The second will have one round 
against the clock with 130-centimetre 
high hurdles. 

On Thursday, there will be three 
competitions. The first will focus on 
collecting accumulative points for 
jockeys jumping ten hurdles, each 1 IS 
centimetres high. The points achieved 
or deducted in this round are double. 

The second competition has a uni- 
fied penalty for hurdle dropping and 
the hurdles are 120-centimetres high. 

The third competition includes one 
round against the clock and a jump-off 
round with 130-cemimeue high hur- 
dles. 

Friday will also host three competi- 
tions. The first against the clock and a 
jump-off round with 120-centi metres 


high hurdles. 

That will be followed by one round 
against the clock and two jump-off 
rounds with 1 30-centimetre high hur- 
dles. 

The final or the Grand Prlx competi- 
tion is one round (not against the 
clock) with 140 centimetres high hur- 
dles. 

Bisharat said that the closing cere- 
mony will be held at the Crown Hotel 
w here trophies and prizes will be dis- 
tributed to the winners. 

He added that there will be a lottery' 
on tickets for the audience on a 
Mitsubishi Lancer donated by the 
agent. 

The championship is considered the 
biggest held in Jordan this year and is 
expected to host many jockeys from 
neighbouring Arab countries. 

Ibrahim Bisharat, director of the 
Arabian Horse Club said earlier that 
all arrangements and technical prepa- 
rations for the tournament had been 
concluded, including receiving riders 
and horses, and providing veterinary 
checks for the horses. 


Brunell sparks unbeaten Jaguars over Miami 


JACKSONVILLE (AFP) — Mark 
Brunell completed 12 of 18 passes for 
213 yards and tossed a 56-yard touch- 
down to Keenan McCordell with 2:36 
to play as unbeaten Jacksonville edged 
Miami 28-21 here Monday. 

By winning American football brag- 
ging. rights of Florida, the Jaguars rose 
to 5-0, joining Denver (64)} and 
Minnesota (5-0) as the only unbeatens 
in the National Football League. 

After Olindo Mare missed a 54-yard 
field goal for Miami, Brunell fired a 


bomb down the right sideline with the 
game tied, 21-21. McCardell ran under 
it and stumbled into the end zone for 
the go-ahead score, just over nine min- 
utes after catching a game-tying 23- 
yard touchdown from Brunell. 

Dan Marino got back the ball with 
2:24 to go at his own 34-yard line and 
drove the Dolphins to the Jacksonville 
38. But Jaguars defencive end Tony 
Brackens, came through with the deci- 
sive blow when he stripped Marino 
and pounced on the loose boll with 


1:51 to play. 

Marino had one final chance with 49 
seconds remaining, but was pinned on 
the 8-yard line and was unable to sig- 
nificantly move the offense. Marino 
completed 30-of-49 passes for 323 
yards and two touchdowns. 

Rookie Fred Taylor staked 
Jacksonville to a 14-0 lead with a pair 
of a touchdown runs in the first half, 
including a 77-yarder on the first play 
from scrimmage. 


Sampras continues 
fight to stay No. 1 


VIENNA (AFP) — Pete 
Sampras, who is desperately 
trying to fend off the late 
season challenge of Pat 
Rafter and Marcelo Rios 
and become Lhe first player 
ever to top the rankings for a 
sixth consecutive year, 
made a successful start at 
the ATP tournament here on 
Monday when he bear qual- 
ifier Jan Kroslak of Slovakia 
in straight-sets. 

Sampras, who applied for 
a wild-card to play in 
Vienna following his shock 
early elimination to Wayne 
Ferreira of South Africa in 
Basel last week, scored a 6- 
2, 7-5 victory. 

In Monday's rankings, the 
27 -year-old Sampras was 
credited with 4,015 points 
— Rafter had 3,575 and 
Rios 3,435. 

Although he never looked 
like losing, Sampras was 


f 180 ^ ^ FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

ALL NEW FURNITURE 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 2 bathrooms, 

2 verandas, kitchen, dining room, telephone, parking space. 
Located between 4th & 5!h Circles. 

For more Information, 
please call owner at 567-4286 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN SHMEISANI 

240 sq.m. Consists o* 3 bedrooms, salon, lounge, living 
room, verandas, telephone, satellite, central heating, etc... 
Suitable for diplomats. 

Tel.: 5859933 from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

(after 6:00 p.m. call 4656220) 


Job Vacancy 

KHOBAR / SAUDI ARABIA 

An International School which is an 
Associate Member of the 

CHOUEIFAT /SABI S^SCHOOUtfTWORK 
is seeking a person with the following qualifications : 

+ Excellent command of English. 

O Some experience in educational management 
© A solid academic genera! background. 

O A University degree. 

Interested candidates must send dirir C.V’s 
before October 18 th to Fax# 5858111 
f Shmild indirate ref. KSA # 98/ J 111/1911 ) 


clearly match-rusty against 
Kroslak and he admitted: “If 
I want to stay at the top then 
i have to play more. I’m 
tired both mentally and 
physically. The years take 
their toll on the circuit.” 

His match on Monday was 
only his second since his 
loss to Rafter in the semi- 
finals of the U.S. Open. 

Seven of the world’s top- 
ten players are competing in 
Vienna and in Monday’s 
other matches Swede’s 
Thomas Enqvist, Jonas 
Bjorkman and Magnus 
Norman all claimed wins. 

Enqvist saw off home 
player Wolfgang Schranz of 
Austria 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 

Bjorkman beat Germany's 
David Prinosil 6-4, 7-6 (7/1) 
and Norman beat Daniel 
Vacefc of the Czech 
Republic 7-5, 6-4. 

Frenchman Cedric Pioline 
was another winner. He 
defeated Australian Richard 
Fromberg 6-3. 7-6 (9/7 1 . 


ANNOUNCEMENT ISSUED BY 
THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR 

The Ministry of Labour announces that its Expatriate 
Labourers Department, located in Jabal Hussein, Amman, 
opposite the Comprehensive School, is ready to receive 
applications from employers and their designated dele- 
gates for work permits for expatriate workers, In accor- 
dance with the following schedule: 

1. Saturday and Sunday of each week will be set 
aside for institutions where the number of work 
permits exceeds 10. 

2. Monday and Tuesday will be set aside for 
regional offices employing Arab and foreign 
workers, as well as house maids. 

3. Wednesday and Thursday will be set aside for 
other institutions and employers. 

4. Labour and Employment Departments in other 
govemorates of the Kingdom and at Amman 
industrial Estate in Sahab will receive 
applications for work permits throughout 

the week. 

Following are the required documents for obtaining 
work permits: 

1. Copy of the Trade licence, effective throughout 
1998. 

2. Copy of the expatriate worker's passport, 
containing basic personal data about the worker. 

3. Two photographs of the worker. 

4. Medical Certificate issued by any Ministry of 
Health medical centre for the worker, who is 
employed for the first time. 


JORDAN TIMES 
FAX: 5696183 


Jordan Design & Trade Center 
of the Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
cordially invites you to attend 



Autumn Sale 

1 0% - 40% off all items 

(the sale runs from October 14th - October 30th] 

O 

OlfSSSlfmfit Tel. 5699141/2 Opening hours 8:D0 AM - 7:00 PM 

(Off WSdi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Cardens & Safeway, 

2nd right alter gas station] 
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Syria has closed down separatist 
Turkish Kurds camps — Turkey 


ANKARA (AFP) — Syria 
appears to have closed 
down camps of the sepa- 
ratist Turkish Kurds move- 
ment and was no longer 
sheltering its leader, Turkish 
Defence Minister Ismet 
Sezgin said Tuesday. 

The statement is further 
proof of the easing of ten- 
sion between the two coun- 
tries that has threatened to 
escalate into a military con- 
flict. 

Turkey had accused Syria 
of providing logistical sup- 
port to the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) and of shelter- 
ing its leader Abdullah 
Ocalan either in Syria prop- 
er or in the Syrian-con- 
trolled Bekaa reaion of 


Lebanon. 

“We believe the leader of 
the PKK is no longer in 
Syria.” said Sezgin 
Tuesday. 

“This impression comes 
from meetings we have had 
with the Egyptian and 
Iranian foreign ministers 
(Amr Musa and Kama! 
Kharazi respectively). But 
we still need confirmation 
of this for ourselves," added 
Sezgin. 

He did not say where 
Ocalan was. 

“We also believe Syria has 
closed down camps belong- 
ing to the terrorists on its 
soil or on territory under its 
control." said Sezgin. 

Turkey always refers to 


the PKK as terrorists. 

“Security committees wiJJ 
be created to double-check 
these impressions,” said 
Sezgin. 

Kharazi travelled to 
Ankara Friday, followed by 
Musa on Monday, in an 
attempt to defiise the 
mounting crisis between 
Turkey and Syria. 

Musa said in a message to 
the Turkish authorities 
Monday that Syria was pre- 
pared to hold talks with 
Turkey on possible mea- 
sures to be taken against the 
PKK, according to diplo- 
matic sources quoted by the 
NTV television news chan- 
nel. 

Ankara received Musa’s 


message with “interest” but 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ismail Cem demanded 
“actions, not words”. 

The row boiled up at the 
beginning of October and 
Turkey went so far as to 
threaten Syria with military 
reprisals if it failed to heed 
its warnings. 

Syria had long denied 
supporting the PKK. 

The PKK has been fight- 
ing an armed rebellion to 
create ' an independent 
Kurdish state in the south- 
ern Turkey, which is Kurd- 
dominated. It is generally 
accepted that the rebellion 
has cost nearly 3 1,000 lives. 


‘Taleban release 10 
Iranian truck drivers’ 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 

Afghanistan’s Taleban Islamist 
movement, which is locked in a 
tense standoff with Iran, 
released 10 Iranians on 
Tuesday, an Af ghan news 
agency said. 

The Pakistan-based Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) quoted a 
Taleban spokesman as saying 
from the southern Afghan city 
of Kandahar that the Iranians 
had been released on the orders 
of the militia’s supreme leader 
Mullah Mohammad Oman 

He said the prisoners were 
being flown out on Tuesday. 

Their immediate destination 
was not known. 

The spokesman said the 10 
Iranians were part of a group of 
Iranian truck drivers arrested in 
August in die northern Afghan 
city of Mazar-e-Sharif when it 
was captured by the militia. 

The prisoners, whose release 
Omar ordered on Sunday “in 
honouf’ of a Palestinian dele- 
gation visiting Kandahar, 
would fly on a plane of die 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross, he said 


Last week the Taleban 
released and repatriated five 
Iranian traders who had been 
taken captive by the militia IS 
months ago in western 
Afghanistan, as a result of 
efforts by Iran's ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia and a Saudi- 
based Afghan citizen. 

Tuesday's release comes a 
day ahead of an expected visit 
to Kandahar of the UN. peace 
envoy for Afghanistan, 
Lakhdar Ibrahimi. as part of his 
mission to oy to ease tension 
between Iran and the Taleban 

mili tia 

Ibra himi is likely to meet 
Omar on Wednesday to discuss 
peace in Afghanistan and bor- 
der tensions between the militia 
and Iran, which has massed a 
huge army on its Afghan bor- 
der. * . 

Ibrahimi met Pakistani Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif in 
Islamabad on Monday and 
given assurances that the 
Pakistan government would 
give the peace mission its 
“fullest support and coopera- 
tion.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arafat, Peres open Norwegian centre 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
and former Israeli Rime Minister Shimon Peres inaugurated 
a cultural centre here Tuesday named after a former 
Norwegian mediator of Israeli-PaJestinian peace agreements. 
The centre was funded by the Norwegian government in 
memory of Johan Jorgen Holst who, as Norwegian foreign 
minister, was one of the mediators of the 1993 Oslo agree- 
ment which was completed after secret negotiations between 
Israelis and die Palestinians in Norway. The Holst centre will 
have an activity centre for children and youth with a theatre, 
library, music rooms, kindergartens, a computer training cen- 
tre, a gym and two cafeterias. 


Israel eases dampdown on territories 


HEBRON (AFP) — Israel’s army lifted on Tuesday a two- 
week-old curfew on Palestinians living in the Israeli-con- 
trolled sector of Hebron and eased travel restrictions on resi- 
dents of the rest of the occupied territories. Nearly 30,000 
Palestinians with permits to work in Israel were also allowed 
to leave the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip as of dawn 
following a 10-day-Iong total blockade of the Palestinian ter- 
ritories, an army spokesman said. Those allowed into Israel 
include 21.000 labourers and S,000 merchants. 


Cohen meets with King Fahd 


RIYADH (AP) — U.S. Defence Secretary William Cohen 
met Tuesday with King Fahd during the last leg of a Gulf tour 
aimed at convincing allies to finance a regional missile 
defence system. During the meeting, the Saudi monarch 
briefed Cohen on efforts by the kingdom to try to resolve the 
dispute between Turkey and Syria over Kurdish guerrillas, 
diplomats said. The two also discussed the tension between 
Iran and Afghanistan. Cohen also met with the defence min- 
ister, Prince Sultan. Earlier, he toured the Prince Sultan Air 
Base south of Riyadh to visit some 5,000 U.S. troops sta- 
tioned there. 


Bahrain: Qatari poll includes disputed area 


MANAMA (Rj — Bahrain protested on Tuesday against a 
decision by Qatar to include areas disputed by the Gulf Arab 
neighbours in a forthcoming municipal election. A foreign 
ministry spokesman quoted by Bahrain's official Gulf News 
Agency (GNA) said; “The recent decision by the ministry of 
the interior of the brotherly state of Qatar to include the 
Zubarah region and the Hawar islands within the electoral 
districts for Qatar’s central municipal council constitutes a 
flagrant violation of the sovereignty of the state of Bahrain.” 
In Doha, a senior Qatari official confirmed the areas were 
included in its polling districts. But be rejected the Bahraini 
complaint, saying the town of Zubarah and the Hawar islands 
belonged to Qatar; 


Iraq: Turkey threatening flow of rivers 


BAGHDAD (R) — A senior Iraqi official was quoted as say- 
ing on Tuesday that Turkey was threatening the quality and 
flow of the Euphrates and Tigris rivers by building dams for 
power and irrigation. Iraq's Irrigation Minisier Mahmoud 
Diyab A1 Ahmad accused Turkey of blocking an agreement 
on sharing the waters of the two rivers with Iraq and Syria. 
‘The [dam] project., which Turkey has built most of, is 
harmful to Iraq because it will affect the flow of water as well 
as its quality,” Ahmad told the weekly newspaper A1 Ittihad. 


Iraq puts off action 
on cooperation 
with inspectors 


BAGHDAD (AP) — 
Presid ent Saddam Hussein and 
his top advisers decided 
Tuesday to delay a decision on 
resuming cooperation with 
UN. weapons inspectors, the 
official Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) reported 

INA said die decision came 
at a meeting chaired by 
Saddam of the Revolutionary 
Command Council and the 
regional command of the 
Baarh Party. 

The Iraqi leadens heard a 
report from Tareq Aziz. Iraq's 
deputy prime minister, who 
returned to Baghdad after a 
series of meetings in New York 
with UN. Secretary General 
KofiAnnan. 

Tt was decided during the 
meeting to resume the drknrs- 
sion of these issues in a forth- 
coming meeting," INA said. It 
did not say when the next 
meeting would be. 

The meeting here came as 
top UN. weapons inspectors 
briefed the UN. Security 
Council on the stalled arms 
inspections and UN. efforts to 
determine whether Iraq loaded 
VX nerve gas into missile war- 
heads. 

Iraq and the United Nations 
have been at odds over UN. 
weapons inspections, which 
were mandated by UN. resolu- 
tions following the 1991 Gulf 
war, which ended Iraq's seven- 


month occupation of Kuwait. 

Iraq on Aug. 5 announced 
that it was suspending cooper- 
ation with UN. weapons 
inspector. The UN. Security 
Council retaliated by can- 
celling its regular reviews of 
the trade sanctions. 

The sanctions limit Iraq’s 
sale of ofl, its economic main- 
stay. The Security Council has 
said they cannot be lifted until 
die inspectors certify dial Iraq 
has eliminated its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

The Iraqi agency said thai at 
Tuesday’s meeting. Saddam 
and his aides discussed “die 
flagrant American interference 
during die latest period in 
Iraq's domestic affairs.” 

The leadership was particu- 
larly angry at a decision by the 
LIS. Congress to channel up to 
S97 million in military aid to 
opposition groups seeking to 
topple die Baghdad govern- 
ment, INA said. 

The legislation also provides 
$2 million to fund Radio Free 
Iraq to broadcast anti-govern- 
ment propaganda. 

The leadership termed as 
“flagrant interference” in its 
national sovereignly meetings 
by U.S. officials with Kurdish 
leaders. The talks were aimed 
at ending infighting among the 
Kurds, who have set up a semi- 
autonomous region in northern 
Iraq. 





An Iraqi woman sits near an empty crib as she heads a women demonstration in 
Baghdad on Tuesday to protest against the continued UN. sanctions imposed on 
the country since 1990 (AFP photo) 


25,000 Iraqi women stage 
protest against sanctions 


BAGHDAD (AP) — 
About 25,000 Iraqi women 
marched through the 
streets Tuesday in a gov- 
ernment-organised demon- 
stration to express anger at 
U.N. trade sanctions. 

It was the largest 
women’s protest in 
Baghdad since the sanc- 
tions were imposed on Iraq 
in 1990 to punish it for 
invading Kuwait. 

The women carried anti- 
American placards and 
shouted slogans against the 
U.S. government. 

“America is the enemy of 
God," they screamed as 
they approached the 
offices of the U.N. 
Development Programme 


in Baghdad where the 
organisers handed a letter 
of protest. 

Most of the women were 
clothed in black veils and 
many slapped their faces 
and beat their breasts at the 
sight of pick-up cars carry- 
ing symbolic coffins of 
children. 

Authorities say thou- 
sands of children have died 
because of medicine short- 
ages caused by the sanc- 
tions. 

Rfa Marouf, a doctor at a 
Baghdad children’s hospi- 
tal said about 200 babies 
die every day in her hospi- 
tal. “Our children are 
dying. They are innocent 
and no one cares,” she 


said. 

Hana Mahmoud said she 
joined the demonstration to 
tell the world that Iraqi 
children cannot be held 
responsible for what hap- 
pened. 

"They are not guilty. 
They have done nothing 
but they bear the brunt of 
sanctions," she said. 

Iraq has often used such 
processions to win world 
sympathy and support for 
the lifting of sanctions. 

The sanctions on Iraq 
will only be lifted when 
U.N. weapons inspectors 
testify that Baghdad has 
eliminated its weapons of 
mass destruction. 


Lebanon parliament votes amendment to pave way for Lahoud 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Lebanese parliament approved 
a constitutional amendment 
Tuesday which would allow 
army chief Emile Lahoud to 
assume the presidency in a 
house vote that officials said 
will be held Thursday. 

“This is an historic moment 
in the history of our country ■ 
and the road is now open for 
General Emile Lahoud to be 
elected president,” Minister of 
Administrative Reforms 
Beshara Merhej, an MP, said 
after the session. 

The overwhelmingly pro- 


Syrian 128-member parlia- 
ment equally divided between 
Christians and Muslims, rati- 
fied the amendment by 113 
votes to four. Eleven MPS were 
absent 

The MPs voted to amend 
Article 49 of the Lebanese con- 
stitution which bars state offi- 
cials from becoming president 
within two years of leaving 
their posts. The amendment, 
which is for “one-time only 
and exceptionally,” received 
cabinet approval last Thursday. 

The assembly will meet for 
the electoral session after out- 


going President Bias Hrawi 
promulgates the constitutional 
amendment adopted Tuesday, 
officials in House Speaker 
Nabih Bern's office said. 

Lahoud must obtain two- 
thirds of the votes in the first 
round or an absolute majority 
in a following round, accenting 
to the constitution. 

The general was named as 
Hrawi 's successor following a 
hastily . arranged summit in 
Damascus Monday between 
the Lebanese head of state and 
President Hafez A1 Assad of 
Syria, the main powerbroker in 


Lebanon. 

Syria maintains 35,000 
troops across 75 per cent of 
Lebanon and has dominated 
political life here since Hrawi 
became president in November 
1989. His term was exception- 
ally extended for another three 
years in 1995. 

Lahoud, 62, will be the first 
president elected in peacetime 
since the start erf" the Lebanese 
civil warm 1975. 

Appointed army chief in 
November 1989, Lahoud is 
credited with reuniting the 
Lebanese army, which had 


splintered into Christian and 
Muslim militias during the 15- 
year conflict. 

But the selection of Lahoud 
at a summit in Damascus and 
the choice of a soldier to 
become president has sparked 
a wave of controversy in 
Lebanon. 

Maverick MP Najah Walcim 
who voted against the amend- 
ment. accused the “authorities 
of not respecting the constitu- 
tion and the law because the 
amendment was introduced for 
the sake of one particular per- 
son.” 


Egyptian women fight for right 
to hold religious, judicial posts 


By Hassan Mekld 

Agence France Presse 


CAIRO — Two women are 
mounting assaults on 
Egypt’s last all-male bas- 
tions, in bids to become a 
mufti, the country’s highest 
Muslim official, and a 
judge. 

Unlike their sisters in 
some parts of the male- 
dominated Arab World, 
Egyptian women can 
become ambassadors, cabi- 
net ministers or members 
of parliament, but they can- 
not wear a mufti’s “iroma 
or imama” (headdress) or a 
judge's black robe. 

But Suad Saleh, a theolo- 
gy professor at the presti- 
gious Sunni Muslim A1 
Azhar University, wants to 
scale the walls of the coun- 
try’s Islamic establishment 
and become a mufti with 
the power to issue fatwas 


(religious decrees). 

“Nothing in the Sharia 
[Islamic law] says that 
women cannot issue fat- 
was,” said Saleh, a 51 -year- 
old mother of two boys and 
two girls who is known for 
her deep understanding of 
Muslim theology. 

Like other conservative 
Muslims, Saleh wears a 
veil and does not shake the 
hands of male visitors. 
Nevertheless, she started 
informally issuing religious 
advice on matters concern- 
ing women 10 years ago. 

“This summer I asked the 
state mufti. Sheikh Nasr 
Farid Wassel, for an official 
appointment to become his 
deputy for women’s 
affairs,” Saleh told AFP. 

“I haven’t received a 
reply yet, but I hope that I 
will be able to convince the 
religious authorities of my 
good intentions and that 


sooner or later I will be 
able to reach my goal,” she 
said. 

Saleh believes that Islam 
could benefit from a female 
touch. “In the Middle East, 
women think twice before 
approaching a man [mufti] 
with intimate questions. 
These are the types of ques- 
tions that women ask me, 
and if I were to become 
mufti I could reach 
women,” she said. 

Identifying her enemies 
as “conservatism and tradi- 
tion,” lawyer Anna Lashin 
is also fighting — but for a 
seat on the bench. 

‘Tve been obsessed all 
my life with the dream of 
becoming a judge,” the 35- 
year-old told AFP. 

“In ancient Egypt, there 
were women priests and 
queens, and they acted as 
judges,” she said. 

“Our constitution calls 


for equality between men 
and women, and there are 
no laws banning women 
from becoming magis- 
trates," she said. 

In 1996, the council of 
state, which" rules on mat- 
ters in which citizens chal- 
lenge the state, said it was 
“incompetent" to issue a 
verdict concerning her 
request to become judge. 

Lashin took her case to 
the cassation court in a last 
resort to get a favourable 
verdict, and a bearing has 
been set for Nov. 3. 

“I will not give up. Even 
if the court rules against me 
I will encourage . other 
women lawyers to follow 
suit,” she said. 

Lashin. said she was 
buoyed in her struggle by 
Suzanne Mubarak, die wife 
of President Hosni 
Mubarak, who earlier this 
year said she was in favour 


of women becoming 
judges. 

In the meantime, the gov- 
ernment is keeping a low 
profile on the quests of 
Lashin and Saleh. 

“The authorities are 
afraid of fanning the indig- 
nation of Islamists who are 
hostile to any effort aimed 
at promoting women’s 
rights,” said lawyer Tahani 
Al Gabali. ■’ 

Summing up the position 
of .Islamists, Muslim 
Brotherhood spokesman 
Mamun Al Hudeiby, said: 
“We must not forget that 
women have a key duty: to 
take care of their homes 
and their children.” 

“The Sharia does not ban 
women from beco ming 
judges or muftis although 
there is no need for a 
woman to become official- 


ly fo charge of issuing fat- 
was,” he said. 


Baby albatross 
too fat to fly 


WELLINGTON (AFP) — 
One real fat chick is caus- 
ing amusement at the 
world's only mainland 
royal albatross colony, the 
fellow hatched last year but 
has found the good life of 
mum, dad and endless free 
food too much and now 
cannot fly. He should have 
left Dunedin's ‘ -Taiaiioa 
Head in southern New 
Zealand about mid- 
September, along with the 
rest of the chicks, but is 
still sitting on the ground 
uselessly flapping his 
wings. The Department of 
Conservation .said the 
chick, which had weighed 
as much as 13 kilo- 
grammes, has •_ -now 
slimmed down to nine kilo- 
grammes. Department staff 
say he may make it off the 
ground if there is the right 
wind soon. 


Food for thought 


“We want to foster an rippre- 
riation for the aquatic World 
Eating seafood can be a part 
of that.” 


Sex change fish 
cause farmers 
headaches 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Male 
barramundi are letting down 
the side by changing into 
females well before they 
should. This distressing 
problem has Australian fish 
fanners in a bind. No one 
knows just why the barra- 
mundi are opting out of their 
breeding responsibilities. 
“We choose the best males as 
breeders,” barramundi 
farmer Chris Phillips said in 
a statement Tuesday. “Then 
they go and turn into big girls 
on us.” The formers have 
called in scientists from die 
Cooperative Research 
Centre (CRQ for 
Aquaculture to help find the 
problem. CRC aquaculture 
specialist Trevor Anderson 
said all barramundi were 
bom as males. “Normally 
they change to females when 
they are about six years old. 
But young males selected to 
be bimlng stock, at the 
forms are changing prema- 
turely when they are only 
two years old,” he said. 


Travel with sheep 
is cheap 


OBAN (AP) — Some resi- 
dent s of the Hebridean 
Islands off the west coast of 
Scotland have found the 
secret of cheap vacations — 
travel with sheep. Ever sine 8 
the ferry company Caldonian 
MacBraynea introduced dis- 
counted fores for formers 
taking their livestock to mar- 
ket, some vacationers cross- 
ing to the mainland have 
packed sheep along with 
their suntan lotion' and pass- 
ports, the company says- 
Throughout the .surnmft 
members of the feny staff 
say they were puzzled by tte 
number of sheep travelling 
cars filled with bulging 
cases. After monitoring * 
succession of fanners wfa 
returned weeks later with s 
suntan and a woeful tale of 
beasts that coulda’f be sold * 
market, the feny cxTOpaiff 
realised it bad stumbled cm * 
scam that saved island*# 
more than 100 
($ 3 70) a ioumev. 
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BOSTON (AP) — It’s a 
menu to whet the appetite of ; 
any seafood ' connoisseur: 
Crab cakes, grilled yellowfin 
tuna, savory dam chowder j 
and breaded haddock. > 
There’s just one problem for 
some customers: IPs all 
being served at Boston’s ! 
New England Aquarium, j 
The' People for the Ethical I 
Treatment of Animals, which ' 
wants the aquarium to adopt j 
a vegetarian menu with such 
soybean items as “Not- 
Dogs” and ‘Tb-No,” plans a 
protest this week at the 
aquarium. “Ho.w can you 
display fish that are so beau- ' 
tifuL then turn around and eat , 
them?” said Christine \ 
Dorchak, an animal rights * 
activist in Boston. “We dea l 
serve our exhibits,” said Sue 
Knapp, a spokeswoman for 




the aquarium, which gts on i 
the edge of Boston Harbor, t 
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